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THE DEMOCRATIC FROKT

The three-party electoral front formed by the Congress(0),
Jana Sangh and Samyukti Socialist Party on Sunday plght represented
3 welcome advance towards the consolidation of niational democratic
forces. But the step forward wis iccompanied by at least half a
step back. The Swatintra Party's last-minute withdrawal from the
front frittered away some of its impict. This could pave been
welcome only to those in power whose policies and actions have made
the unification of 111 democratic parties so necessary. MNr. M.R.
Masani would seecm to have some justificition for his precipitate
decision; what wis intended to be a full-fledged electoral alliance,
based on 2 common minimum progrimme, wis suddenly diluted to 2 mere
adjustment of seats, reportedly at the SSP's insistence. A bold
alliance, offering itself as 1 credible 1lternative to the present
Government and clearly spelling out its policies, would of course
have been preferable. But if, in spite of 1 common minimum progri-
mme, the Congress (0), Swatantra and Jana Sangh were going to retain
separate election symbols and minifestos, the difference between
what was originally proposed and what has been eventuially agreed
to may be one of form rather than substince.

While regretting Swatantra's unexpected withdrawal from the
democratic front and hoping that it would chinge its mind, Mr.Niji-
lingappa and Mr. Atal Behari Vijpiyee seem to hive given the inmpr-
ession thit between Swatantra ind the SSP they would prefer the
latter. This is unfortunate, beciuse the fight agiinst a1 ruling
party not averse to using the official machinery or other dubious
tactics to maintiin itself in power requires the mobilization of
€Very pirty and group willing to undertike this fight. Disunity in
the democratic camp canmt but be disastrous. It is therefore to
be hoped thit before Jamuary 13, when the Swatantra National Exec-
utive meets, both sides will have found a mutuilly acceptible basis
for Swatantra's participition in the democratic front. Nr. Rajagop-
alachari put his finger on the heart of the matter when he described
the mid-term poll as 1 "referendum to Gecide once for 11l whether
the country ipproves of Mrs. Gandhi's plins to teir up the Consti-

tution", and advised 211 thoce opposed to this dismal prospect to
"unite, unite".
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Energing Aligrments

The most notable developmert in this direction so far has been the caer-
gence of a lational Democr<tic Front comprising the Congress(0), the Jen Sangh‘-
and the SSP whose terms for entry scem to have been the sigmal for wual may 305
be more than a temporary withdrawal by the Swatontra Party, one of the priginel
gponsors of the wove. The WDF offers the country 'an aliernative goverment.
The endeavour is to put up for e:ch of the 520 Iok Sabha scats an agreed candi-
date supported by the constituent uniis of the Iront. In other words, WAt
has come into being is & iront based on electoral -«djustments, as desired Ty
the SSP, rather than an Alliance based on a common programme as sought by the
Swatantra Party Chairman, I, iacani.

At a meeting of the Swatentra Porty in Madras some time ago ir. C. A2 a-
gopalachari had pleaded with all like-minded parties not to zet lost in e
details of a "minimum programme" but to make up their minds to work togetler
in the hope that the compulsions of the new associztion would exercise ivs own
politieal logic. Indeed, Rajaji has been acting on this premise in the arrang
ments he is worldng oul with lir. Kamaraj in Tamil Hadu. It therefore ap» 2rs
thet Mo, Hasani's ecveat is not insuperable amd that the Swatantra Pardy mey
yot join the Frunt after the national executive considers the question loter
this week.

It is posgible to discern the nzture of the dilemma focing the several
P-rties seeking to come together. IMr. lnsani obviously believes that on
elliance based on & cormon programme would have greoter eredipility and obviat”
future tensions omcy: the constituent porties should they be called upon %o
shoulder the responsibility of forming & government., This reasonins is nob
vithout substence in the light of the experience of earlier united Tronts
whoge common bond of sterile anti-Congressisn ¢id not avail them or the couniry
vihen it came to the siid-dng point. !
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Not united enough

SUNDAY'S drematic develorments in Iew Delhi show that the democratic parties
ranged ageinst lMrs Gandhi's New Congress are simply not united enough. The
talks vhich were meant to seal the agreement between the Old Congress, the
Jarna Sangh and the Swetentra Perty resulted ingtead in an’ electoral agreement
between the Old Corgress, the Jara Sangh and the SSP. lir. Yasani insisted on
a full-fledzed alliance with a common programme, and he claimed that Mr. Hijal-
ingappa and Mr, Atal Bihari Vajpeyee had agreed to this last Saturday. The
situation charped swiftly on the following day when ifr. Nijalingappa tried 1o
bring the SSP into the united front. The leaders of the S5F refused to join
the front except on a basis confined to adjustment of p rliamentary geate.
They would not agree to the formulation of a common minimum programme. In
these circumstances, the 014 Congress and the Jam Cfangh had to choose between
the SSP and the Swatsntra Party. It is perheps not surprising that they
preferred the former as an electoral ally.

The congiderations which proved decisive are fairly clear. The S8P is
altogether more influential than the Swatantra Pariy in Uliar Pradesh and
Bibar, and it is in these two Steies thal the electoral calculations of the Luw
Congress cen be upset badly by a united front of democrotic parties. Horeover,
Mr. Nijalingappa seems to have calculated that while the SSP would not modiiy
its stand, the Swataentra Party would finally egree to join the from without
a common programme, Mr. C. REajagopalachari has already said thet he lools
upon the caning parliamentary election ag'a referendum on the single cuestion
whether the country approves of Mrs. Indira Gandhi's plan to tear up 'the
Constitution and amul the liberties of the people and replace democracy by
totalitarianism," He has also expressed the hope that 'L'h:e democratic &zrtir—?s
will forget "all matters irrelevant to the ,r_jrea‘-:.er menAace poged by Mros Candri's
assault on the Congtitution,”" There is fine irony in + is in view of the strnd
adopted by lir. lesani,

Though Iir. Rajagopalacheri's advice might induce the National Executive
of the Svatantra Party to reverse the stand adopted by lir. Mesani, this 1111
not reduce the validity of Mr, Mosani's reagoning. The joint annéuncemmt
made by the Old Congress, the Jana Sangh, and the Samyulcta Socialist Party on
:Eeeiﬁzﬁazmr;_ of an electoral frm::-b says that these parties have agreed to come
h% h.‘* o fight the ele_ctiona "in order to offer the country an alternative
vhich it urgently needs.” The crucial question is whether the electorate will

respose’ its confidence in a united front wi 5
e e e ont which does not bave a clearly spelt

S ﬂieizs;?cn: of an agreed ?rgc;ramme gives the front a negativist loolk.
e _some't.hing pos:l.t:we to vote for; and they will expect concrete
itsaif S ‘mra.et!l:y of economic and other issues, sven though the rmidins part:
GuoeLf might not have kept most of the Fledges made in the past. If Mra. '
mot afford to urderestimate the intelligence of the electorate, the

Parties rang acains
nged against her can afford even less %0 do g0, Instead of waitin:

for Iir i av
+ l2sani t0 have second thoughts on the common Programme issue, the

l:aders of the 014 Co
: : DEgress, the Jana Sergh and the Samyulcta : )
would do well to have second thoughts themselves, o ek
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On Sundey night, the Opposition offered the Prime Ministership on a
platier tc lirg, Indire Gendhi, purhaps inadvertently. They sgreed to disagree

on & COEmOn Prograirie.

enert on the formesvion of something-

Still they went ahead with an amounc :
This vas

vhether it is an allisnce or front, they themselves do not !mow.
totally unexpected turn of events.

Thinge on the thrashing out a common programne had gone 00 1:.--.1.-. In foct,
cycloatyled copies of the common prograur e were reoady for the digiribution to
the«press. HNewsmen werec aslred to come to IMr. #iijalingappa's residence %o
collect the copies of the common programme, Mr. M.h. Magani and Mr. A.B. Vaj
payee had signed the originel copy of the camon programme On Saturday.
lir, Bijalingapps apmroved the programme in principle, but vented time to study
it further. He promised to put his signeture on Sunday.

Wh.t happened on the Sunday night was, in a sense, & political coup, 7ho
g .aged it ? How did it succeed ? In persuance Sonepur and Toona resolutions,
SSP cannot compromise on programie for the sele of an electoral alliance,

If it does, it will break. Thus, the first thing w.ich the S5P signed , led by
the formidable lir, Raj Narain, did wvas to demolish the common proZrelime, In
this they received valuable help from Dr. lam Subhag Singh. He had never re-
conciled himself with the idea of an ideologically-based alliance. Vithin the
party, he had been Ffighting a losing battle. But he was quick to exploit to
his advantage the emergence of the SSP on the scene.

However, the theoreticians of the Big Three, namely, Congress (0)3
Swatantra and Jane Sangh are unhappy with their leaders. In the cace of
lire Masani, his partymen are urhappy because, in the situetion, the Swetanira
Parly cannot afford to go it alone unless it is prepared to foce extinction
for the sake of principle, After the heroic walk—out by l&, Macani, the party
will have t0 come back, perhaps on its bended lmees, to the alliance, vhatever
its form is, lfr. Masani will not get suppert either from Rajaji or from Prof.lN.
G. Bange, the two pillars of the Swatantra Party.

Neverthelesgs, the theoreticians could not be happy. Their efiorts to
evolve a clearcut cammon ideological base has received a set-beck. In fact,
it is not a sei-boclk, bubt a slide-back. DIy dropping even the word "da:ocraticl
from the joint gtetement issued on Sunday night, the SSP has successfully lept
8 loophole to malke way for the CPI(L) to join the alliance. In fact, according
to interpretation of the 8P leaders, the CPI(M) cznnot be kept out of the »
alliance in terms of the st.tememt. The CPI(I) will also cer:ta:iraly plump Ior
thelr ovportunity as it is terribly isolated and £cing the possibility of e
most serious setbaclk in the mid-term poll. i -

" hfhe prospects of an alliance with CPI(if) are something very difficult for
i.-‘lre ﬁ#}iﬂﬁre 'bhr:eoretlc:r.ans to svallow. Leaders like M, lorarji Desai and
g g: h"-fl_“& in the Congress (0), Mr. Balraj Medhok and Iamaji Deshmulth in
Honavan Sg.oce not hapy even with the gtatement signed by their leaders,

y fa with a fait a i t hs ¥ i et
happened on Swday night, gcompli they have not come out openly esainst whot

What pained them most 1 : i
3 thot all the time and labour for the last si
months to chart out & common ideclugical base has lost. i & s

Yote - ;
ations aigx ink.f';%-l PI‘Db.’-".bile,tJ'v' will noi vote this time on negative consider—
question i - h. : ?out 8 positive prograime, they vwill not feel emthused, The

+ 48 : how long this soulless Yalliance® will remein intact? '



Without agreeing on a common programme, it has become doubly dificult to sord
out the problems of adjustments, loreover, the adjusiments are nore difficult
cmong equals, since every party would be trying hard to become supreme in the

Mglliznce, !

o ies

The question is that without &ny agreement on policies, the giwz-and tale
spirit is totally missing. The adjustments becone purely a matter a?:. ht_::rse—
treding. then perties have unlimited embitious and exaggereated notions, theie
is everr chance of their falling out at the erucial hour of adjustments, An
idea of these exazgerated notions could be had from one fact. $he Jana Sangh
leaders openly my thot through the mechanism of Niglliance! they will carry
the corpse of their pertners on their shoulders. When the partners are harbour-
ing such notions and do not bother to reach agreement on principles and prog-—
ramme, there is every possibility that the alliance may prove to be a non-

gtarter.
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The parleys thut attended the formation of the Congress (0), Jana Sangh
and SSP p rtnership, and the Swatantra walkout areof considerable significance.
One must concede thet Mr. !=sani had both logic and political principle on his
gide when he asked thot there should be a full-fledged alliance based on a
minimum programme, In any case, the Swatantra has 1little prospect of maldng
its presence felt exeept in collabor tion with allieg like Congress (0) and
Jana Sangh, Ouite obyiougly, I, lassui woes soliing for a much deeper commit-
ment to hold together than tle SSP, for instcnce, was willing to concede .

The SS5P coniention was thet even if an altermative Govermment was to be formed,
a common minimm programie couwld be worked out later., There is, for insiance,
the prescedent of the vurious SVDs, most of vhich found it possible to draw up
a common progromme after the elections had taken place, Thore was pogoibly one
more objection here on the part of the SSP. And that is, that if the Congrees
(0), Jana Sangh, Swatantra ond the SSP ave to agree on a common platform, then
according to the SSP, many more points indeed would have to be added to what
had at the time been agreed vyon, And this wes not found to be feasible.

: Whetever the position, lir. Meseni ves perhaps basically right in arsuing
that the voter must lmow olexrly what the alliance siands for and vhat it *
offers on behalf of a possible alternative Goverrment. The general opinion in
the alliance appears to be that though there will be one ca;ﬁic‘ate, vho ydll
b‘_" backed by a joint campeign, there will be separsie manifestos. The osten-
sible reaaon_fc:-r this arrangewent is thot there is no merzer of rarties; hence
separate manifestos are unavoiduble. The resl reason mayhbc that among,the
rank ard f:‘_:.le of a marty, a certein hostility to any close collabor-tion with
gthei‘ Ik'irtles_still pérgists. And gecondly, every party probably thints that
for the constituency in thich it is agred to cc:ates:t, its owm distia‘-c‘t mani-
Testo shou.'_l.d form the best possible electoral Platform from which to fisht the
:ivalﬂpaﬁ:a.as. One final po:i.r_:t would have to be made here., Alliances v:'ill
Alﬁa‘rm Plﬂ‘-cﬂ to Pl!f:c:E; allieg in one constituency will be rivals in another.
nces could also include a very wide rarge of the political spectrum, But

then, vhat does all this mean i
X in terms of beliefs, ideolori ici
Progrimmes 7 Or, do they have no place ? ! e e



