- The Democratic Front pledges itself, if given a n opportunity, to
give effect to the following programme of action:

1 NASIONAL UNITY AND SBCURITI
1) The current threats to the unity and security of the country

which come from within and without have to be firuly repelled
No quarter should be given to extra-territorial loyalties or
interference by others in the country's affairs. Totalitarimn

‘ parties committed to the destruction of the plurality of political

parties and of a democratic polity including the independent
judiciary cannot claim and enjoy democratic rights in an
unfettered mannsr.

II DEFE)CE OF THE CONSTITUTION AND
FUNDAMENTAL RIGETS AND LIRERTIES

2) The liberties of Indian territory under the illega 1 occupation

-4

3)

of China and Pakistan should be one of the key objectives of
India's defence policy. Qur defence forces have to be strengthened
and given greater mobility by adequate Reserve Force of which *

ex=-servicemen will form the core.

Qur international relations have to be placed on a footing
of genuine non-slignment in place of the present one-sided

policies. Each issue should be examined as it arisss on its
merite and the present dpift to satellitism should end. MNormal
and friendly relations between India and Pakistan are essential
in the interest and security of the entire sub-continent and good
neighbourly relations need to be develoved. put such an
approsch has to be reciprocal and on the basis ofmutikality.

Appeasement is no way of solving such a vroblem.
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A sta ble democracy must inevitably be based on the sanctity of the
constitution which must not be lightly tampered with. This calls for
unqualified acceptance of the important role assigned to our Judiciary
by the Constitution and an equally unqualified guarantee of the
maintenance of the Fundamental Rights enshrined in the Constitution.
yhile the Democratic Front recogniseg/ the values of the federal
principles in the Constitution and zealour of the rights and
gutonomy of the States it feels t there is no reason why a strong

strong States need mean weakness at
additional strength to govern it both
each within their respective spheres.

Centre should mean weak States
the Centres There is need f
the Union and State levels
The front does not envis
on this issue. There need, however, to invoke Article 263 of the
gonstitution and set Mp an Inter-State Council to advise the President
in this regard sc tHat saveral State tensions may be relieved.

any need for amendment of the Constitution

In a country such as India which has wide variety of ehtnic

origins, religions and languages, the treatment of Minorities

and Backward Classes assumes great and considerable importance.

There should be complete equality mf as between citizens irrespective
of their birth, religions, ethnic origin or caste and all forms of
discrimingtion including untouchability should be removed. The
guarantees provided in the Constitution for the protection of
religion, language and culture gfpea..':ll.hauch groups should be respected
and enforced. There is need for/swsk measures to be taken for the
uplift of the poorer and more backward sections of the people and

the prompt redress of their grievances should be the responsibility
of the Government.

Equality of opportunity and education is a Principle which should not

only be accepted but worked ocut in every legitimate and equitable manner.
The provision of adequate employment facilities in government services

ia another urgent task thathas yet to be adequately fulfilled
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7) A Commission on Civil Rights should be set up which will lock into
_/ and help correct discrimination against any section of the people

in education, employment, eccnomic mctivities and ensure effective
assertion of equality of opportunity in economic and social life.

8) The Front will fight every form of communalism, It pledges itself
‘)q to strive actively to foster in all sections of the people including
the minorities a sense of security and of full participation in the
national 1ife. The development of Urdu should be encouraged.

9) 1o check communal disturbances all those who are engaged in the
udminﬁtmtion of law and order should be made personally answerable
/?‘\ for not taking preventive messures in time and not dealing effectively

with breaches of communal peace.

III INTENANCE OF LAW AND ORDER

10) There has been an unfortunate abdidation of law and order. The lives
and liberties of the people have to be protected by effective enforcement
of law and order. No quarter should be given to macifestations of

violence from whatever quarter they may come.

IV  ECONOMIC POLICIES

:-\\ 11) The damage done to the economy by mistaken policies and bad planning
v

hag’ta be undone,edd

stress, be Employment. Jhe—Pront—stamis—feor—tieTipit—to Worhe-
. ke

f&-—every citigenss The creation of adequate employment opportunities
is linked inescapably with the growth of the economy as a whole.

13) The expansion of the Indian eccnomy, whether in agriculture, trade
or industry, can only be achieved if Government policies provide

incentives for lard work and enterprises which are at present lacking.

Among the factors that will provide such incentives are a sta ble
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currency, reasonable direct and indirect taxes and reducing the mass
of red tepe in which all ecotomic activity is enmeshed. The nEmdszfo
needs of production and of aocial justice alike call for remuneration

to be linked with productivity. M
ot e %

massivd ,n*-pro he resdirces
needed for such a programme have to be accorded prio:rlty in the national
budgets For the educated unemployed a separate Cogporation will be set
up which will help similar State bodies to reorientbskills of ycung
people and provide them with financial and technical assistance to set
- them up in self employment in industry, trade and transport. In both
these programmes of rural works and for the educated unemployed 25%
of the allocations will be used in a manner whereby the beneficiaries
will be those belonging to the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and
other paorer sections of the society. A Department of Economic &ffortunities
will be sdded to the Government of India with a budget of its own of

R3s 1000 crores over a five year pericd.

A programme of providing house-sites and rura 1 housing of village
tond},.to open up the countryside would be one of the best methods of
providing messive employuent.

i————

16) Inflationary policies and rising vrices have eaten into meagre Livsme—
-ﬁﬁ; living at.ndu\gof the poor and middle clesses ?’ai'ticularly those
with fixed income. Inflation is a major enemy of social justice.

Al}euch policies should be abandoned and a stable currency established.

17)Agriculture is and will continue to be India‘'s basic industry and
deserves to be given an appropriate priority. FPeasant proprietorship
and fanily farming have proved to be the most productive and socially
desirable form of cultivating the land and nothing should be done to
weaken tiis system on which our entire rural life is based. At the
same time land reforms shuuld be speedily completed and implemented and
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tensnts and share croppers have to be assured of gecurity of tenure and
fixed and fair rents. Landless labourers should be guaranteed & minimum
wage and given an sssurance that they will share in the fruits of more

intensive farming and will be gainfully employed thro,uw

v }55 m for the insurance of crop and cattle should be provided to
our farmers.

19) The efficient functioning of trade and industry depend on the market
mechanism being allowed to work smouthly-_ Where controls are not capable
@ / LQ of immediate abolition the administration of all permits and licenses should

be entrusted to autonomous boards of economisks and experts at both Union
s
and State levels.

‘ 20) fmparting iciency to government enterprises in order to malte them
uately proddctive and profitgg%g is an urgent task. The government

enterprises must have autonomy u.n:iﬁfrea from political interference.

21
_ ) Monopoly has to be combatted. The only real cure for monopoly is-
v encouragement and restoration of competition. Where monopoly conditions
cannot be avoided a reasonable amount of regulation becomes necessary.
V EDUCATION
+
. 52{ It is necessary to improve the quality of education at all levels, give
\ a vocational biss to higher education and make university education more
meaningful than it is today.
VI EEALTH
23) The essential needs of healthy nourishment to all children and infants
v have to be provided.
24) The provisicn of clean drinking water within five years from noy must be
v given the highest priority.
2 " 3
5) < Every thing should be done to advance memsures of family pla nning
and population control. ’
VIl Lasoeg



VII 14 BOWR
26) A good day's wage should reward a good day's work. A rise in wage
should bd linked with increasing productivity otherwise it becomes
inflationary and illusory. Thei'e should be increasing association
)( of employees with management as/part of the Gandhisn concept of
partnership. Various forms of creating employees' shares in
enterprise should be promoted.

27) The Front pledges itself to the maintenance of collective bargaining
and the right to strike as part of a free society. While limitations
on the right to strike are legitimate in the case of members of the

‘7( civil services and employees of public utility they should be
agccompanied by machinery for the reference of disputes between
Government and its employees to compulsory arbitration and the
award of the arbitrator should be binding on all parties subject
only to the control of Paxiimmmimz Parliament.

VIII ROCTING QUT CORRUPTION

28) The immediate implementaticn at the Central and State level of the
decision to have Lokpal and Lok Ayukta should be effected in order to
- ensure clean adminisgration to remove injustice and partiality in
administration. These independent suthorities should be free from any
kind of political interference.




