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Think it over.....

He Is not only dull himself, but the cause of dull-

ness ?/othern.

I

_SAMUEL JOHNSON

'/Not united enough

UNDAY'S dramatic deve-

lopments in New Delhi up

show that the democratic par-
ties ranged against Mrs Gan-
dhi's New Congress are simply
not united enough. The talks
which were meant to seal the
agreement between the Old
Congress, the Jana Sangh anc
the Swatantra Party resulte
instead In an electoral agree-
ment between the Old Con
gress, the Jana Sangh an
the 88P. Mr Masani insisted
on a full-fledged alliance with
a common programme, and he
claimed that Mr Nijalingappa
and Mr Atal Bihari Vajpayee
had agreed to this last Batur-
day. The situation changed
swiftly on the following day
when Mr Nijalingappa tried to
bring the SSP into the united
front. The leaders of the SSP
refused to join the front ex-
cept on a basls confined to
adjustment of parliamentary
seats. They would not agree to
the Tformulation of a common

‘minimum programme. In these

circumstances, the Old Con-
gress and the Jana Sangh had
to choose between the SSP and
the Swatantra Party. It is

perhaps not surprising that |

they preferted the former as
an electoral ally,

The conslderations which
proved decisive are fairly
clear. The SSP is altogether
more influential than the
Swatantra Party in Uttar Pra-
desh and Bihar, and it is in
these two States that the elec-
toral ealculations of the New

Congress can be upset badly

J\the single

by a united front of demoera-
tic parties. Moreover, Mr Ni-
Jalingappa seems to have cal-
culated that while the SSp
would not modif
the Swatantra Party would
finally agree to join the Tront
without a common Programme,
Mr C. Rajagopalachari has al-
ready said that he looks upon
the coming parliamentary
electlon as “a referendum on

estion  whesher
the country approves of Mr
; PR g

¥ its stand,;against her ea

dira Gamdhl’s plan to tear
o the Constitution and an-
nul the liberties of the people
and replace democracy by to-
talitarianism.” He has also
expressed the hope that the
democratic parties will forget
wall matters irrelevant to the
greater menace posed by Mrs
Gandhi’s assault on the Cons-
titution.” There is fine irony,
in this in view of the stand
adgpted by Mr Masani. .

Though Mr Rajagopalacha-
ri’s advice might induce the
National Executive of the
Swatantra Party to reverse
the stand adopted by Mr Ma-
sani, this will not reduce the
validity of Mr Masani’s rea-
sonin he joint announce-

ment” made by the Qld Con-|

gress, the Jana Sangh, and
the Samvukta Socialist Party
on the formation of an elec-
toral front says that these
parties have agreed to come
together to fight the elections
“in order to offer the country

an alternative fch it urs
ently mneeds.”* The crucial
uestion is whether the elec-
orate will repose its confid-
nee in a united front which
oes not have a clearly spelt
out alternative programme,/
The absence of an agreed
programme gives the front a
negativist look. Most voters
ant something positive to
ote for; and they will expect
concrete pledges on a variety
of economic and other {ssues,
even though the ruling party
{tself might not have kept
most of the pledges made in
the past. If Mrs Gandhi can-
not afford to underestimate

the intelligence of the electo-
rate, the parties ranged
afford ev

less to do so™Instead of waftl-j-
ing for Mr Masani to have
second thoughts on the com-
mon  programme
leaders of the Old Congr
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THE DEMOCRATIC FRONT

.

THe three-party electoral front
formed by the Congress (O), Jana
Sangh and Samyukta  Socialist
Party on Sunday night represen-
ted a welcome advance towards
the consolidation of national de-
mocratic forces. But the step for-
ward was accompanied by at least
half a step back. The Swatantra
Party's last-minute withdrawal
from the front frittered away
some of its impact. This could
have been welcome only tothose
in power whose policies and ac-
tioryave made the unification

of all flemocratic parties so neces-
sary/ Mr M. R. Masani would
seem to have some justification
for his precipitate decision; what
was intended to be a full-ledged
electoral alliance, based on a com-
mon minimum programme, Wwas
suddenly diluted to a mere ad-
justment of seats, reportedly at
the SSP's insistence. A bold all-
ance, offering itself as a credible
alternative to the present Gov-
arnment and clearly spelling out
its policies, would of course have
' been preferable But if, in spite
of a common Thinimum program-
roe, the Congress (0Q), Swatantra
and Jana Sangh were going tore-
tain separate election symbols
and manifestos, the difference
between what was originally pro-
posed and what has been eveniu-
ally agréed to may be one of form
rather than substance.

While regretting Swatantra’s
unexpected withdrawal from the
democratic front and hoping that
it would change its mind, Mr
Nijalingappa and Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee seem to have given the
impression that between Swatan-
tra and the SSP they would pre-
fer the latter. This is unfortunate,
hecause the fight against a ruling
party not averse to using the off-
cial machinery or other dubinus

tactics to wmaintain itgelf in pow:
er requirés the mobilization
every party and srnu%wﬂl!ﬂl 10
undertake this fight, Disunity in
the democratic camp ¢annot but
be disastrous, It is therefore to be
hoped that before January 13,
when the Swatantra national exe-
cutive meets, both sides will have
found a mutually acceptable basis
for Swatantra's participation in
the democratic front. Mr Raja-
gopalachari put his finger on the
éart of the matter when he des-
cribed the mid-term poll as a "re-
ferendum to decide once for all
whether the ¢ountry approves of
Mrs Gandhi's plans to tear up the
Constitution”, and advised all
those oppnse:i to this dismal pros-
pect to “unite, unite”,

Against this background the at-
titude of the Bharativa Kranti Dal
cannot but beé regretted. Although
Mr Prakash Vir Shastri and some
others see the wisdom of joining
hands with other democratic par-
ties, Mr Charan Singh apparent-
ly thinks otherwise. [mitially he
talked of the advantage to the
BKD of going it alone, especially
in U.P. But latterly he has been
saying that he must keep all his
gfﬂons open, which is little short

a polite euphemism for oppor.
tunism. According to reports he
still expects some overtures from
the Congress (R), which means
that he has apparently learnt
nothing from his experience in
UP only three months ago; at the
same time, despite denials for
the record, he stems to have ask-
ed the democratic front to nama
him shadow Prime Minister be-
fore he can lead his party inte
the front. This would b ¢

not only putting the cart before
the horse " but aleq of chasfngrg

shada i i
tance.w while ignoring the subs-

s
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Politics of Alliances

THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF the three-
alliance comprising the Congress (O),
the Jan Sangh and the Samyukta Socialist

P to fight the mid-term elections to the
af:wSaI:\hm no doubt ran contrary to expec=-
tions. The surprise was that the Swatantra

., one of the prime movers of the
'garr:id alliance”, was not in ;n.te,-But subse~
quent pronouncements of the 4€ading lights

this party make it clear that the “walk-
&Et"mzfpmr? Masani from the New Delhi
meeting is not the end of the efforts of
these parties to forge a broad-based electo-
ral front. The hitch at this meeting was
over the question of a common programme
to be placed by the alliance before the
people, over and above the call “to defeat
the present Government which is taking
the country in an %ﬁritarian and anti-
ydemocratic direction” #The argument that a
lcommon programme would be necessary
only for forming an alternative government
and that it could be considered when the
time comes is certainly not wholly convin-
' ¢cing. After all, the voter would like to
know in clear enough terms what to expect
from an alliance of this sort if he backs it
f 8s aﬁainst a rival faction ready to promise
' anything that he wants,#But the rather
! smooth inclusion of th€ SS.P. obviously
threw out of gear the earlier plans of the
others for such a common programme. The
limited and strategic purpose of the alliance
now seems to be to set up “one agreed
candidate for each Lok Sabha constituency
throughout the country, who will be sup-
ported by all our parties” and each of these
ies will present the electorate a mani=
esto of its ow etailing its programme
nd objectives. e Swatantra leader had
enough grounds for being bitterly dis-
tnpuinted at the dramatic turn of events.
but faced with a formidable opponent i
fie person of Mrs. Indira Gandhi, backed
v her own covert and overt battle allies and
st resources, it was not at all surprising
\at the hard-headed Congress (O) and Jan
iungh leaders were prompt to accept a
vindfall in the form of co-operation of the
1+S5.P. and were ready to make inevitable
adjustments to hold that gain,

What must have swayed the Congress
(O) and Jan Sangh leaders to prefer the
5.8.P. to the Swatantra, in the cold calcu-
lations of electoral advantage, is of course
jnot hard to guess, For one thing, the inclue
sion of the radical S.S.P, will help the front
take the edge out of the charge that it is a
combination of rightist parties Secondly,
the 5.8.P. has sizable influence in the two
key States of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar that
account together for one-fourth the seats of
the Lok Sabha. There may be marginal

dv%o be gained in other States too.
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spring cannot but give an impression of a
gﬁ:k k of single-mindedness among the
allies in the pursuit of their objective. It
‘may well undermine to an extent the confi-
‘dence of the electorate, however frozen, and

loyalties of the collaborating parties may be.

The Bharativa Kranti Dal's decision
go it alone, contrary to earlier indications
that its leader, Mr. Charan Singh, had |
would seem to foul the situation for
anti-Congress (R) front still further, though
many believe that even this stand is but a
tough bargaining device on the part of the
ambitious Mr. Charan Singh to get 1in
lion's share of the seats in UP. for his
partymen, if and when he does join the
democratic front. Nor can the BK.D. leader
be unaware of the consequences of his go-
ing it alone, in terms of dividing the anli~
Congress (R) votes and paving the victory
of the candidates of the party of the Prime
Minister against whose authoritarian and
undemocratic ways he was so vocal only,
the other day. If the BKD. and the Swa-
tantra expect to be among the partners in
power at the Centre, they may have to sub-
ordinate minor advantages of bargaining
over details of programmes and the number
of seats to the gains that an early forging of
a broader front of five parties geared to win
the elections will provide. The longer they
dither the less would be the public confi-
dence in them, The advancing of the dates

f the meeting of the Swatantra National
Executive suggests that this party is anxi-
sous not to produce such an impression. It is
c}earl that the multiplicity of political par-
ties in the country, many of them small,

has made the politics of alliances inescas
pable. /
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oy Sunday night, the
Op

latter to Mrs. Indira
ndhi, perhaps inadvertently.

nouncement on Lhe formati
of something—whether it is
alllance or front, they themselves
do not know. This was totally
unexpected turn of events.

Things on the thrashing out a
common Pro| e had gone too
far. In fact, cyclostyled coples
of the common programme Were
ready for the distribution to the
press, Newsmen were asked to
come to Mr. Nijalingappa's resi-
dence to collect the copies of the
common programme. Mr. M. R.

Masanl and Mr, A. B. Vajpayee
had signed the original copy of
the common programme on Sa-
turday., Mr, Nijalingappa appro-
ved the programme in principle,
but wanted time to study it fur-
ther. He promised to put his sig-
nature on Sunday.

{ L
wolitical Coup

But instead of getting coples of
common Programme, newsmen Saw
an interesting drama—Mr. Ma-
sani walking ou! of the summit
talks In & huff. Newsmen rushed
after him and Mr. Masani oblig-
ed them with a stiffly worded
statement. He accused Congress
(0) with “indecislon and vacil-
Iation." As the newsmen return-
ed to Mr. Nijalingappa's residence,
the Congress (0O) President told
them that the final decision on
the formation of the alllance has
been put off. But hardly had
newsmen reached their offices,
telephone bell rang. It was a
call from Mr. Nijalingappa’s resi-
dence, informing newsmen of the
birth of the alllance. They show-
ed 50 much impatienec that they
did not walt for the return of

:11.:;- prodigal—Mr. Masani—to the

What happened on the Sunday
night was, In a sense, a, political
f‘r‘quig_.__ Who staged it? How dld

A Succeed? persuance Sonepur
.__‘_:.‘t;s ogm rlt;:ﬁo]uﬂonsi 88P can-

mpromise on programme for
the sake of an electoral alllance,

If it does, it will break. Thus, thd
t thing which the SSp slgned}

by the formidable Mr.
amin, did was to mh 1:’
mon ; this,
recelved valuable help from

position oftered the
e Ministership on a

hey agreed to disa an &
mmon  Programme,
Still they went mffead with é?/

New Delhi Letter

Drama Over Alliance
Without Soul

ever reconciled himself with the
ea of an ideologically-based al-
ance.
fighting a losing battle.
was quick to exploit to
antage the emergence of 1
on the scene.

Why did Mr. Nijalingappa and
Mr. Vajpayee nccept this posi-
tion? Mr, Nijalingappa has hard-
jv. any mind of his own. When
sandwiched between the SSP on
the one side and Dr. Ram Subhag
Singh on the other, he got con-
fused. Mr. Vajpayee's position is
somewhat different. Personally,
he had some reservation on any

. Ram Subhag Singh. He had could not

Within the party, he had/

B hack, .but-p slide-back. By drop;
,h‘l% qplng even Ilin!'ﬁﬂ "democratic
¥

be happy. Their ef-
{forts to evolve a clearcut common
ideological has received a
et-back. fact, it is not a set-

rom the joint statement issued
on Sunday night, the SSP has
successfully kept a  loophole to
meake way for the CPI(M) to joln
the alliance. In fact, according
{o interpretation of the SSP lea-
ders, the CPL (M) cannot be kept

,‘out. of the alliance in terms of
| the statement, The CPI (M) ‘will
also jeertainly plump for their op-

porthinity as it is terribly isolat-
ed and facing the possibility of a

From Our Special Represgntative

jdeologically-based alllance which
keep out the SSP. Mr, Vajpayee
'as one of the architects of the
VD Governmenis in U.P. Bihar
nd the Punjab, immediately after
e 1967 electlons. He played a
gnificant role in  making the
ana Sangh sit with Communists
these Governments. Later, he
luctantly agreed to end this
oneymoon. Howasver, his heart
5 LAl in s':‘n/)'
Apart froo¥ ideological predillc-
tious, other considerations which
welghed with Mr., Vajpayee is

nd the Swatantra, Mr. Vajpay
rould choose the former,
SSP could deliver more goods
than the Swatantra In the Hindi
region where the Jan Sangh has
the highest political stake, With-
out the S5P, both the U.P. and

urely pragmatic. If the choic
i« to be made between the SS%

Bihar Governments would col-
lapse.
However, the theoreticians of

the Big Three, namely, Congress
(O), Swatantra and Jana Sangh
are unhappy with their leaders.
In the case of Mr. Masanl, his
partymen are unhappy because,
in the situation, the Swatantra
Party cannot afford to go it alone
unless it 15 prepared to face ex-
tinclion for the sake of principle.
After the heroic walk-out by Mr.
Masani, the party will have to
come back, perbaps on its bended
knees, to t alliance, whatever
i8 form 15 M- Masanl will not
el support eiti v from Rajajl or

om Prof. N, G. the two
piliars of the R‘ntg:' Party.

umuq.th _mm

e

They 11ast six months

most serlous, setback in the mid-
térm poll,

The frospects of an alllance
with CPI (M) are something very
difficult for the hard core theore-
ticlans to swallow. Leaders lke
Mr. Morarjl Desai and Mr. Asoka

ehta in the Congress (O), Mr.

alraj Madhok and Nanajli Desh-
ukh in Jana Sangh are not hap-

y even with the statement slgn-
ed by their leaders. HOWEVEr,
faced with a fait accompli they
have not come out openly against
what happened on Sunday nighs.

'-.j/wmt, pained them most is that
7% 8.

1l the time and labour for the
to chart out &
jcommon ideological base has lost.
IThe common programme which
had been agreed upon by the
three parties was based on the
June resolution of the AICC of
the Congress (O). The resolution
itself was based on a working
paper which was prepared jolntly
by three M|s, Mehta, Masanl and
Madhok,

But the ten-point programme,
thrashed out after a serles of
meetings, was reduced by Sund
night with one stroke to a ong-
polnt programme of defeatin
Mrs. Gandhl, But the question 1
whether this will establish credi-
bility with the electorate. It is true
that in 1967, voters gave a thrash-
Ing to the Congress on negative
consideration. But can 1867 be re-
peated In 19717 Have the elec-
torate in the last four years learnt

thing and forgotten ?

1967, the electorate &ﬂ

that hoteh-potch s came to-
gether after the election and
formed Governments. This experi-

ment, falled miserably. These Goy-
ernments

any reason

Ipredecessors. If no other party
atleast the SSP will
up to its repetition.

Having unde
fence, will the
vote on the
programmeé?

Moreover, politically the fashion
of anti-Congressism was dead with
the split in the Congress. The

this exper-
electorate agaln

party remalned no more a mono-
lith which it was when undivided.

Neither the Congress

(R) mor
Congress (O) 15 in a

position to

rule the country single-handediy.

In other words, other parties have
to seek realignment with one Con-
gress or the other. This would
mean that anti-Congressism can

no more provide a rallying point

of all the erstwhile non-Congress
voters. It would mean that a large
chunk of those who voted against
the Congress in 1867 are bound to
make a reassessment. This would
largely be on the basls of perfor-
mance and programme.

Handicap

If the “alliance” only gives a
call to throw out Mrs, Gandhl
and does not present an alterna-
tive programme, it would certain-
Iy face the handicap of rallying all
those who voted Congress
In 1967. Last time the voters were
in & mood to teach lesson to the
Congress, It was, thus, badly
mauled. This i1s to a great extent
the cause of its aplit also. On the

_-other hand, those who were elec-
{toral allies against
rtallcd the

¢ Congress
people. /Voters, in all
probability, will not vote this

on negative considerat
*glthwt o positive

fell like & house of
cards, without anybody shedding
tears for them. There is hardly
to belleve that the
present 8VD Governments in both
U.P. and Bihar would meet any
other fate than that met by their

live

basis of one-polnt
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under consideration by the Board,
4t was understood that the return
" to the grower worked out by him
was far below the Board's calcula-
tion, Various fallacles in the cost
seccountant’s reasoning had been
pointed out by the growers who
were hoping that the Government
wonld study the report In the
mmpectwe and make such
atlons as were necessary to
provide a falr return to the grow-
Er,

The coffee growers had been
pleading for a replanting subsidy
as In the case of tea and rubber.
Although the Board had increased
the cost of replanting loan from
Re, 2,000 to Rs. 3,000, a declsion
on the subsidy was still awaited.

Coffee Consumers

Sweden has the highest per
eaplta consumption of coffee at
13.15 kg. per annum, followed by
Netberlands, Belglum and the
USA  with 7.30 kg, 6.89 kg
and 6.71 ke respectively.

Indla’s own per capita consump-
tlon 15 estimated at 0.08 keg. per
annum, 1ndia has vast scope for
increasing the domestic consump-
tlon of coffee. But this calls for,
in the first place, increasing the
rmduetlcn of coffee in the coun-
ry.

The consumption of natural
rubker has been expanding at o
rapld rats, The 1968=70 production
18 esthmated at 82,000 tonnes and
that of 1870-71 at 52,000 tonnes,

The consumption of raw rutber
under the Fourth Plan ranges
from 1.18 lakh tonnes in 1860-70
fo 1.80 lakh tonnes by 1873-74,
By 1873-4 the natural rubber
production is expected to meet
1.25 lakh tonnes of the tolal re-
quirement,

The State Trading Corporation
entered the rubber trade in 1870,
Although STC's entry was to en-
sure the price fixed by the Tariff
Commlission—Rs. 520 per 100 kg.
for the small growers—reports
Indicate that they were unable to
gecure this price. The reason was
atiributed to the fact that STC
made most of 1ts purcheses
through the co-operatives, This
had resulted In the ruling selling
prices to fall below Rs. 470 per
100 kg. This was causing concern
to the growers.

Prospects

The prospeets for plantations
tannot be sald to be gloomy, But
ﬁn Mmrihi.hl?uiltdhab& given the

ol
For Instance, the mpguu&m;e:;
tlonallss o section of the industry,
the lkelihood of & take-over of the

tea trode the Government snd
thelr entry into mketin
fleld, 13 hardly  conduclve to t.?ita

progress and  develonment of the

L
ik
-
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Prospects Of
Silver For
New Year

By A Staif Reporter

BOMBAY, Jan. 5—The new
year is an opportune time to look
once agaln at the prospects of sil-
ver. There is still no real evi-
dence that further lquidation will
not take place, counteracting any
substantial price rise, though a few
mingr notes of encouragement
have been struck of late according
fo the latest Issue of the Londen
Metal Bulletin dated January 1.

Among these wes the stalement
by the Canadian Government that
it Is now to mint a silver coin to
commemorate the entry of British
Columbla into the confederation
(MB Dec., 8) and the fact that the
Elsenhower silver dollar now only
awaits the signature of the Presi-
dent for the final go-ahead, More
signifieant, however, was the re-
cent gtatement from the Swiss
Bank Corporallon noting some
fresh consumer interest from in-
dustry and the arts and also from
some European governments, which
are gtill minting silver coins. such
as West Germany, Austria, France
and Iialy.

It is still felt too that lack of
GEA =mles must eventually make
Its Imoact on the market. None of
this, however, does muzh to relleve
the present weak situation as re-
gards demand. although it does
provide a few drops of murh-need-
ed confidence, and it st0ll does mot
anpear that January 1971 is Nkely
to see mu~h of an improvement,

On the other hand. Indian silver
market seems to continue firm dne
to poor floating stocks in  the
markets of Indla. Here, it was be-
lleved that the present stocks are
around 800-800 bars in the whole
rolintry, which are suvpesed to be
meapre, It was argued that du= to
a8 good crop there would not be
mu~h Inflow from distress sales,
Henee storks could not be renlac-
ed scon while =eaconal demand was
gradually moving up in country.

The mein demand still however,
comes from smugglers who continue
to have faith In earning dollars
from silver sales abroad. The con-
traband dealers have widened
their field and now are reported to
be operating from  all over the
rountry, A szlzure of about Rs. 20
lakh silver only vesterday near ths
Kolhapur area confirms the fact,
Not only Daman but other ports of
Western India too ars belne used
to smuggle out the white metal.

Prices recorded a mew high of 13
months at Rs. 572 per kg today.

About 15 days ago it w
Rs. 555, ¥ B was around

Bullion

Money

Silver Firm,

Gold Steady

From Our Market Staff

BOMBAY, Jan. 5.—8Silver ruled
firm In the local bulllon market
today. Gold was steady.

ma old was unchanged at
Rﬂ?ﬁ gerg 10 gm. Standard gold
was 50 P lower at Rs. 183.50.
Sovereien remained unchanged at
Rs. 172.

Silver weekly delivery
firm at Rs. 572 against the previ-
nus close of Rs, 569 per kg on
better advices from New ¥York. If
receded to Rs. 571 on reports of
selzure of 85 bars of silver. How-
ever, it rallled and hardened fur-
ther to Rs. 573.25 on fresh sup-
port from bulls and in absence of
g~lling pressure. It closed at Rs.
B72.76.

Silver .996 fineness opened Rs.
three higher at Rs, 570 and closed
at Rs, b7l per kg. Silver .916
fineness gained Rs. four at Rs. 570.

opened

Arrivals of sliver were 16 bars of
30 ]i:)g each against the offtake of
=N bars.

CALCUTTA MIXED

The Calcutta bullion market dis-
played a mixed trend today. Al-
though there was mno fresh deve-
lopment, silver was maintained
around the overnight level mainly
due to shortage of [loating stocks
pnd offerings, Following the elimi-
nation of week-holders, it opened
unchanged at Rs. 650 a 100 tolas
and hovered around that level till
the close in listless trading.

Pure gold eased moderately on
buyers resistance at the higher
levels, combined with reports of
scattered arrivals during the ses-
sion. Jewellers and stockists ex-
tended scattered support at the dips
without disturbing the price trend.
Pure gold opened with a loss of 38
P at Rs. 211.62 a tola and main=-
tained that level tlll the close on
restricted offtake.

Btandard gold also softened in
line with the trend in pure gold.
Bombay gold was quoted rupee one
bzlow yesterday's level at Rs. 185.50
& tola. There was no transa~tion in
the Calcutta product duz to the
paucity of supplies. It was nomi-
nally quoted at Rs, 183.50 per 10
gm. Soverelgn ruled unchanged at
Rs. 170.50 & piece on stray enqui-
ries in the face of acute shortage
of supplies,

The turnover was small and the
undertone at the close was ‘mixed,

DELHI: Desplte heavy arrivals
of sllver from the upcountry cen-
tres, the Delhl bullion market pre-
sented a firm undertone today as
o rtesult of the improvement in
the demand in silver from the lo-

cal dealers and contraband export-

ing centres. The volume of business
was moderate.

Prices of standard gold showed
p gain of Rs. 1.50 on scarcily of
supplies, However, primary gold
remained unchanged.

Silver tezabl ended with agaln
of Rs. two at Rs. 6566, alter starting
at Rs. 555.50 and strengthening to
Rs. 557.25.

Sliver weekly delivery (new) re-
sumed at Rs. 558, advanced to_ Rs.
559.75 and concluded at Rs. 5538.80,

Arrivals and the offtake in sil-
ver estimaled at around 50 bars
and 30 bars respectively.

Rates (in rupees): Silver (per
kg): tezabi 556: hansali kada 559;
gaddi pakki 551.

Coins: old 591 (per kg); new 278
(per kg).

Gold (per
185.50;

10 gm): standard
182

primary

New York Silver

NEW YOREK, Jan, 4 (Reuter) —
New Commisslon House buying
was firming silver fuiures in early
dealings. Values, after opening
about 140 points higher partly re-
flecting the London trend, gained

some points on useful speculative
buying.
Values were holding near (]

per cent net gain at the ena—of
the first half hour.

SBilver futures were near the
day's highs in the early afternocon.
Velues were rtunning about 190
points up on balance on Commis-
sion house buying.

Trade sources noted that the
movement today was narrow about

a cent beiween the highs and the
lows, with the lows not much be=-

low opening levels.
Chartist  profit-taking earlier
tended to  restrict any break-

through on the upside.

Silver futures closed 210 to 160
points higher, most months finish-
ing 180 to 190 points higher. Vo-
lume today reached 4000 lots.

Trade sources saild fresh com-
mission house buying was the ma-
Jor supporting factor in the ad-
vance, Chartist profit-taking pared
the day's highs of more than two
cents net galn in the end and
limited the advance in the after-
noon.

Futures closing: Jan. 165.70,
Feb. 16670, March 167.80, Mny
17030, July 172.80, Sept. 175.50
(All settlement).

LONDON: Silver spol 165-3'4,
three months 168-1{4, six months
172-34, one year 180-14, Goild
37.32-1i2.
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can be said to have clinched the
issue and converted the election
into a referendum. This might
not have been the case if the
SSP had stayed out and succeed-
ed in organising a coalition of
rties which have much more
in common with it than the de-
sire to unseat Mrs. Gandhi. But
it has not even seric tried to
do so. This is not all. It has
taken the initiative in persuad-
g the old Congress and the
Jana Sangh o give up the idea
f working out a minimum pro-
mme and to concentrate on
one-point programme  of
ousting Mrs. Gagdhx from pow-
er, Since in different circum-
stances the SSP has not only
insisted on a minimum pro-
gramme but also sought to sst
a time-limit for its implemen-
tation, its action amounts to an
open acknnwledgmcn} that only

hope 1o defeat her party.

In spite of.Mi. Mggm"a an-
gry reaction to iriclu-

sion in the front it will not be

joins it in the end. The party
Sy Stato gl 2 B
lception of Orissacrand s

an all-inclusive alliance qm

surprising if the Swatantra party |
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The alliance move

two days ago, it seem- back in such pumbers that its

ed as if the Swatantra had drop- dependence on others will not
i re than minimal. .

The parleys that attended
formation of the Congress (O)

'\ -
1 AY, JANUARY 7, 1971 |
{THE_ECONOMIG"T |
s 7
. BOMBAY, THURSDAY, IANUﬁ\Y tﬁn 3 q
X

é’:}ln the Con (0), Jana

‘ gh and S front. The ance.
point that largely weighs with Mr. Masani had both logic an
the Swatantra leadership i§ political principle on his sid
that it is worth subordinating when he asked there shoul

almost any principle to be a full-fledged alliance
paramount aim of defeating on a minimum programmg/”
Congress (R) and its policies any case, the Swatantrd
" and alliances. The fluidity and little prospect of making
' the lack of any consistent presence felt except in colla
mm in the matter of poll ration with allies like Congress
jance and understanding is ,(O) and Jana Sangh. Quite ob-
itself a reflection of three do-fjviously, r. Masani was ask-
. minant characteristics of inter ing for a much deeper commit-
. party relations on the eve offjment to hold together than the
the election. First, there is a|SSP, for instance, was willing
. general realisation that no part to'concedyl‘hc SSP contention
is atmuf enough to fight on Was that“even if an alternative
its own. In other words, some Government was to be formed,
kind of alliance with some party @ common minimum program-
or other is essential. Secondly, me could be worked out later.
the odds are so evenly balanc- There is, for instance, the pre-
ed, that every party, big or cedent of the various SVDs,
small, seems to count for some- Most of which found it pos-
thing, in some area or other, Sible to draw up a common
and cannot, therefore, be ig- Erogramme after the elections
nored. The aims and objects had taken place. There was
are to a certain extent confus- Possibly one more objection
ed and divided and no alli- here on the part of the SSP.
ance, however, grotesque, seems And that s, that if the Con-
unacceptable. Finally, since no 8ress (O), Jana Sangh, Swa-
party can be ignored, every (antra and the SSP are to agree
v thinks that it is in an O0 2 common platiorm, then
ideal Tiﬁun to obtain the best according o the SSP, many
possible bargain for itself. The More points indeed would have
desire to form the widest pos- to be added to what had at the
: sible partnership is best seen in Me been  agreed upon. And |,
Mr. Niia]iny_ppa‘g ﬂﬂ‘m“‘ ﬂ.'llS was not found to be fea-|
ed hope that all those who can

‘I
{ will join the alliance Congress ¢ Whatever the position, Mr. b
(O) is building. The Congress {Masani was perhaps basically )

(0) strategy is to rope in ight in arguing that the voter

es as passib n Must know clearly what the

| the is are regarded as a alliance stands for and what it
re-statement of the old position oy w”l;""“"“"x ‘wui pe Bl
that there can be 1o allance at lco include 3 {oces

%
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Alliance or opportunism-

Do they have any programme? |

Fernan des ($SP) antra) Nijalingappa (Cong -0) Vajpayee (Jan Sangh)
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\\ Lee Kuan Yew—man of the future
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How to catcha 77

The 747 is the finest specimen

in the air. And it's becoming just about PAN AM 747 SCHEDULE
the easiest 10 catch. From LONDON From pm':s X |
You don’t have to go sneaking up on it. SR e i ol e
All you have to do 1s consult Pan Am's - m:"‘Ir b wtich 1 Dally to San Francisco )
Guide to the 747 on the right. Or call your 1 Daily to Boston e {
Pan Am Travel Agent or Pan Am. We can 1 Daily to Washington 2 Dally'to Loados
take you from Calcutta or New Delhi to From ROME 1 Daily to New York
catch our 747 East or West. 1 Daily to New York 1 Daily to Chicago ;
) From AMSTERDAM From BRUSSELS i
&n Alns m 1 Daily to Brussels 1 Daily to Amsterdam 5
- / | 1 Daily to New York 1 Daily to New York }’
The plane with all the room in the world. e ANCHTCAR Erom TOKYO 1
3 Times a week to Lisbon 2 Daily to Los Angeles ]
3 Times a week to New York 1 Daily to Honolulu 1
From HONG KONG 1 Daily to San Francisco |1,
1 Daily to Tokyo 1 Daily to Hong Kong
1 Daily to San Francisco From HONOLULU
1 Daily to Los Angeles 1 Daily to Los Angeles
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é' Calcutta : 42 Chowringhee Road, Tel -
. , Tel: 44-3251 : Taj
- gy Ve % Bombay : Taj Mahal Hotel, Tel - 255448, 255454

Janpath, Tel: 43571 * Madras : 8/9 Tham

iva, Tel: 78271 # Kathmandu : Hotel Soalbu R, o 29301, 23242

Colombo (Ceylon) : Kollupit 0
tee-Oberoi, Tel: 11211
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i Alliance: or opportunism ?

. “This above all—to thine own self be true,
And it must follow, as the night the day,"
Thou canst not then be false to any man.

WiLLIAM SHAKESPEARE, “Hasuer”

Mas Ganpmr may not be an angel with flapping wings,
but one at least knows where she stands.

But can anyone say where Messrs Nijalingappa, Vaj-
payee and George Fernandes stand together? They are
united only in réemoving Mrs Gandhi from office. There
is little else in common between tHem. For months the
Swatantra and the Jan Sangh tried to get the Congress (0)
to form an alliance. After months of vacillation and
i}:;l:ernal squabbles, the Congress (0) decided to join

em,

Last Sunday, when Mr Morarji Desai was in Gujarat
and Mr Kamaraj was in Madras, Mr Nijalingappa on
behalf of the Congress (0) met with Jan Sangh chief
Vajpayee and Swatantra Chairman Masani to confer with
SSP leaders Mr Raj Narain, Mr George Fernandes and
Mr Madhu Limaye, At first they tried to work out

minimum common programme between the four par-
ties. Understandably they failed because there is little
in common between them, Some of them then came to
the conclusion that if they could not arrive at a mini-
mum common programme, the best thing was to say
none was necessary until the time came to form a
government,

The Congress (0) President, Mr Nijalingappa, always
friendly and often accommodating, found himself under
considerable pressure and yielded. Masani was less
obliging and stormed out, He said he had no mandate
to negotiate an unprincipled electoral pact, and would
refer the matter to his National Executive and leave
them to decide. Whatever decision this Executive arrives
at (and it may well agree to put its principles in cold
storage), the whole episode is an indication that the
house of the Opposition parties is built on sand.

Meanwhile within hours of Mr Masani's exit, SSP
leader Madhu Limaye declared that his party's participa-

» Towards a

tion in an electoral front did not preclude the SSP ally-
ing itself with other parties like the Marxists, Till
recently SSP leaders had accused these very Marxists
it now wants to ally with of murdering scores of their

workers in West Bengal and especially in Asansol.
Only last month an SSP worker, Nani (;hakr.:aborty. a
promising 35-year-old SSP worker, was killed in Jalpai-
guri.

The SSP leaders are free to make their opportunist
alliances, Accusations at their recent Poona party con-
ference from their own people thatthe leaders were
playing “the politics of convenience” Seems to have had
little effect on them. Allying themselves with the Marx-
ists will show that they have scant respect for the blood
and sacrifice of their own party workers. If they pro-
ceed along the present lines, they may ome day ﬁy
themselves as generals without soldiers. i,

The Congress (), Jan Sangh and Swatantra if it
decides to return to the fold may soon be subjected to
pressure to work out an electoral adjustment with the
Marxists. If they fall for it, they cannot blame the
public for not lending credence to their cry of saving
democracy and India from Moscow's rule,

The people will rightly ask, “What guarantee is there,
that if elected to power, the alliance partners will not
be as close to Moscow as they accuse Mrs Gandhi of
being?”

The tragedy of the Congress (0) is that its search for
an identity is not yet over, The Jan Sangh is being
given such “a new look” by Mr Vajpayee that one day
his own volunteers will not recognise it. Perhaps that
is not important if one can capture power and revel in
it. And it seems unlikely the Swatantra will be able
to withstand the temptation for success sans principles,

There is little to choose from

parties where opportunism goes, AvVien who do not stand

hing fall for anything, Men Who are not true

to their deepest convictions will in the long run do

little for themselves and even less for the country they
profess to serve.

- =

een our political

new Calcutta

Hore plimmered as the eye fickered over an advertise-
ment in “The Times of India" of January 3, engitled
“Towards a better Calcutta”,

Inserted by the Calcutta Metropolitan Developmext
Authority, it outlined the CMDA's plan of action fo
“inereased water supply, better drainage, better roads
and bustee improvement”. It went on to say that work
1S already in progress on these fronts. By June 1971,
water supply would increase from the present 328 million
litres to 655 million litres per day. The main outfall
channels for drainage are going to be remodelled to
prevent waterlogging. The CMDA has sanctioned
Rs 440 lakhs for water supply schemes, and Rs 469
lakhs for drainage during the current year.

Extensive road repairs, better flow of traffic, con-

structing overbridges, renewing tram tracks, are all part
of the plan. The outlay for garbage clearance alone is
Rs 1 crore and 33 lakhs, By March this year, 70 extra
single-decker and 25 doubleé-decker buses are expected
to be in operation,

The CMDA has set itself ambitious targets, which if
arried through will transform the daily life of the
cutta citizen. Students from Calcutta and possibly

¢r India could be recruited during the forthcoming
summex, vacation to assist,

& the fact remains that without political sta-
bility, economijc progress will remain a myth. The peo-
ple of Bengal | have to decide whether they want
further misadventires with certain political parties or
economic betterment, They cannot have both,

SHIMMAT January 8, 1971
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Finally, this is better, that one do his
own task as he may, even though he
fail, than take tasks not his own,
though they seem good.

THE BHAGWAD GITA

Welcome to Raj Bhavan

One great advantage of the institu-
tion of governorships in India is to
rehabilitate old political war-horses.

Our politicians are an indestructi-
ble breed. They never consént to
retire or even take up a governorship
unless they lose at the polls, One
would hope that men like Mr Satya
Narayan Sinha, who has been sitting
in the Cabinet for 24 years, would

. ke to take a holiday sitting in a Raj
avan, but such a hope is unlikely
to be fulfilled.

However, ance the elections are
over and some of Mrs Gandhi's re-
vered colleagues find themselves
beaten, she has at least three or four
instant vacancies for governorships

GHALm [RAl

“In view of the great popularity of free

Inaugural flights, we have decided 1o
charge full rates.”

GET ODOMOS
BEFORE THE _3%
MOSQUITOES

-9
A PRODUCT OF BALSARA

they could fill. In the coming days
M:ﬁhya Pradesh Governor, K. C.
Reddy, finishes his term. In March,
Mr Bhagwan Sahay completes his
term, and Mr Ujjal Singh, Governor
of Tamil Nadu, retires in April Of
course, if Mrs Gandhi creates a few
more states, that will be an opppor-
tunity to have a few more Governors.

It's in the book

Businessmey will do anything to
secure a deal — even quote Mao's
Thoughts back at him.

This is exactly what a delegation
from Britain’s Midland Development
Association tried on the Chinese
Commercial Attache in London to
get China to open factories in the
Midlands,

The text the Association quoted
comes from page 274 of the litile red
book: “Communists must listen
attentively to the views of the people
oulside the party and let them have
their say.”

Mice or men

It 1s refreshing to look back on the
recent session of Parliament and re-
call some of its highlights. We dis-
covered from Mr Baburao Patel that
the rat population in India at the
moment is 2400 million, Mr Patel
generously suggested the possible
export of our four-legged friends to
certain South East Asian countries
where they are considered to be a
delicacy.

It appears the Government is far
more harsh when it comes to controll-
ing the human population. Does
anyone have the comparative figures
for the amount spent on the Family
Planning campaign in a year, and the
amount spent on rat control? It just
could be that we are more keen to
have a nation of rats than of men,

Costly suspicion

A mecent 1ssuE of the “New York
Times" reporting the aftermath of the
cyclone disaster in East Pakistan,
states that even a week after the tidal
wave, the Pakistan Government had
given military preparedness against
India priority over relief for East
Pakistan.

It quotes a pilot in Dacca a week
after the disaster saying that he was
under strain, not because of long
hours of airdropping supplies, but

from practising bombing and strafing
runs,

-

“This disaster has mgc us ur:i‘l%y
vulnerable,” he e L SR
Indians could walk right in and Sake
over. We have got to stay alert.”

Of course to us this may soun
crazy. But it makes us realise the
strength of feeling that is there ine
Pakistan, and the tragedy is that
thousands of innocent victims who
could have otherwise been saved may
not have been.

Good prospects

Tue chief of Bombay's twin city pro-
ject, Mr ], B. d'Souza, says that the
first party to ask for land in the twin
city across Bombay harbour was the
Bombay City jail. This augurs well
for the future of the twin city. A
couple of centuries ago 700 convicts
were sent to Australia and see what
happened! There is only one condi-
tion: the convicts should be released
in the Twin City, as they were in
Australia, to show their full initia-
tive.

Five-day army

Ever meanp of an army on a five-day
week? That's the latest good ne
for 185,000 American troops station=
ed in Europe, Not only is it Mon-
days to Fridays, but set “Reveille”
time and special passes will be aboli-
shed.

How do you sum all this up? The
changes, says the American general
commanding in Europe, “are design-
ed to increase professionalism and to
improve motivation without relaxin
standards of training and discipline.”

Now, can you improve on that?

The pollster's snare

Will she fare well in March, or bid
farewell?

Too early for the pollsters yet to tell.

But will they keep their silence? No,

_not they;

Each varying view will up and have
s say

As to who leads (according to—s
science)

And how things fare with this or that
alliance.

With many persondlities contestin

The March results will be most e
interesting,

But if [ were a pollster, I'd take care

Not to fall into that particular snare

Of a too early or cocksure prediction.

They should remember last year's
contradiction

awhg:; Gallup swore that Wilson was

But British voters plumped for Heath

instead,
Birbal
HIMMAT January 8, 1971
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THE WESTERN TIMES

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
Grewi principles seldom escape workmg injus.

uce m parficular things,
—J F Cooper

AHMEDABAD. JANUARY 5, 1571

\‘Congresa(()j. the Jana Sangh and the Swatanira

RUDDERLESS IRiO

The much.talked-about triple alliance of the

Party has, at the last minute reached a drama-
fic ent-climax. /A short while before the three
Iharties were due to meke a joint declaration on
sunday evening, Mr M. R. Masanl threw a span-
ner into the works by annoutcipg the withdra-
wal of the Swatantra Party from the proposed
arrangement. Explaining his decision. Mr Masani
hay stated that eince the earlier understanding
of a full.fledged alliance based on a minimum
programme had been modified to one of oply
electoral adjustments, he had no “mandate” from
hig party to agree to the revised arrapgement.
Blaming the Congress (Q) for “vacillation and
indecision’’ he says: “What is now proposed of
the Samyukta Socialist Party is an attempt
at a mere electoral adjustment without a de-
mocratic front and without a commoy program-
me

Ta the credit of Mr Masani it should be said

at he has been consistent in his stand that

e proposed alliance should be based on a com-
on programme, His opposition to limiting the
:ance 1o electoral adjustments is entirely justi-
ed in that, without a, agreed programmatic
asis, the “front” would be meaningless and, re. ]
fluced to an opportunistic arrangement. If the
%dﬂa of the alhance pariners were to offer an
teri:ative to the country. the electorate should
e told what the “front” stands for. To fight
hy of this is only to suggest that the alliance
ias liitle to offer except catchy slogans. Mr Ni-
jalingappa’s denial of Mr Masani's contention | !
that there was a firm decision to have a full-fle. ]

dged all‘ance based ‘op an agreed minimum pro.
Eramme merely confirms this impression.

hom o bk b Ren Bb
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Mr Vajpayee has sought to make out that there
A has been mo change in the position. “We were
thres yesterday and we are stll three today” he
says adding that the only difference was that the
SSP had come in and the Swatanira hnc-l gone
out. The Japa Sangh leader’s arithmetic is no
doubt correct, but there is 2 lot more In the
latest developments than just adding and ?u'h-
tracting. The Swatantra Party is no Iess anxious
than the Jany Sangh and the Copgress(U) to
defeat the present Government at the Centre.
But at the same time, it rightly feels that if an
alternative were to offered it should be based on
a common programme and not just alliances of

gaEgoce arasn

4

SELmED

convenience fo fight the polls. Mr Vajpayee, i'
however, appears to feel that a common Ppro- f§
gramme could be evolved after defeating the i
Congress(R). But. significantly, the announce. | .
ment made after the formation of the new tri- | =
ple alliance of the Congress(0), Jana Sangh and .
SSP says: “In order to offer the country an al- J &
terpative which it urgently meeds we ‘Thave Eu
greed to come together to fight the elections. i
e appeal to other parties, groups and indivi. [ o*
duals who share these objectives fo jo'n us”. ;:J:
n the absence of a common programme  these | & 4
‘objectives” could be anybody's guess. :
sy

For a country which has had bitter experi. | | i
ence of unpripcipled alliances and adjustments

and of a seriec of “united front” governments | !
formed on a negative Dplapk, the creation of pus
one more “front” without an agreed programme . & =
would be cold comfort. A hotch-potch combina-
tion of the type now announced may spell hope 1D A
for the Congress(0). which is desperately look- el 8
ing for any straw to clutch at and for whose [ wwt
tired leaders th's may be the last chance. The
SSP, which is more an aberration that a party. nris
might €21l n line to0. But it is curicus that the Pz
Jana Sangh. which elaims to be the party of the
future, should joig what is obviously a p'rogra.m. L g
meless and opportunistic alliance. a—
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severn] Sates had taken interoet
in manyfacturingpontol acionee
equipment. The Gevemment had
decided  to entrust produciiom of
the cqujpment with the States
as he Usjon Government was
averss to Centralising the  Pro-
ject Tha project would give em-
ployment facilities to the tech-
njcal personne] of States,

He @id  with the pfopostd aid
from the Unjied Nadfons Child-
ie0's Fmerpency Fund. the Coun-
1 ¢opld smbly eguiomept 40
ahout 30000 irstitutions In the
countre —UNT o

Novel cycle

developed
in Italy

NEW DELH! Jan, 4—A no-
we]l hicycle {1 which up and
doyn pedaling instesd of usm]
vumping in drels makes it go
has heen developed {5 Tialy,

The Inventor Mr Macto Mnr-
mecinl caims the rew bioie
givas ono thind mre powor  for
the same effort booase the Ad-
«0F hes na dead nofnts af the
erd of peda] sirokes —TNT
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jties offered by India & “ooer
sided and nsdequate.”

Asked whaop step Nepal propos-
ed 1o take he mid  sinte India
applied tfade conyrol regulasioons
£o Nepaitse goods excePt  agri-
culfwal products Nepa! wes also
‘compel]ed {0 make notessary
smangeme™ to condrol all kinds
of ndustrial goods to be jm-
ported from Indfa.?

As such Nepal had decided (o
omduet all kinds of
impott *nde with Indi* exceot

export- .

transplant

NEW DELHI, Jao. +—Fer~
baps th® Jomgest  swiviving
beard transplang petient i
Emmanye]l Vitrta  of Mar-
seiles, "

Accotding to a  British
dajly, Emmanue] reosived {he
heary abvug two years ago inm
a imnsplant opaation =t
Margeilles, The ‘gift' came
from a 22-ycar-old sailor who
died jn an accident, ; This
makes EMmmanus]’s  heart
ahout 28 years younger than
him for be {s S0 ¥emds old.

Emmarye] fs one of tha
ten who have refeived pew
hearts in  France—and = the
only oma to have survived,
Married with three daughjers
Emmanue] Jeads & normal
life—swimming, driviog, cyol
{ng ard smoking. In addf«
tion he t2kes 3 Jot of exer-
cfse

Ths enly restriction {n his
dies §s that he must take les
walt —ATNT

Fernandes
conters
with Charan

NEW DELHI, Jan 4. —Thg
Samyukts Socislist Party jeaders
Mr Geoge Femsndes Mr Raje
narjan and  Ram Sewsk Yaday
held disussions with Bharatiya
Kmati Da] Chaimman Mr Charan
Singh today in an attemyt toy
draw the BED into ihe clects

oral front  of the Opposition
g?nﬁ the Jana Sangh and tha
- LA L |

Akhouzgh

fat their parly would “go @
ajore ip the Lok Sabha popls,
$he QOB Veadare wers #HT1 confid-



— e g

{he TradiGOR boroer wade % TETUE FL e at soms sot of
an understanding with the BKD.

lf"l ould  he described as am The sources said chanses weare -
mﬁ]ﬁ&ﬂ:-‘l:muﬂwhnmmuw ta
ed that the problam T mpport non-Congress (R) candide

dance witk law,
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Government to tackle them, it will be
' the ardent hope of everyone that the
. peaple would vote wisely, vote only
! those persons into Parlinment who will
N have sufficient wisdom and strength
to steer the country properly along
the admittedly very, very difficult road
ahead,
The question is whether the 80
per cent uninformed people who
torm the electorate can be relied
upon to do what the Hindu hopes
they will do, viz, to vote only
those persons into  Parliament
“who will have sulficient wisdom
and strength to steer the country
properly along the difficult road
ahead”. The PM has had time
and ample power to collect funds
to black out whatever wisdom
there is among the voters, Still,
notwithstanding the impediments
and_corrupting influences which in
the India of today nullify the
advantages of the  parliamentary
L lsj_vstom. we have to hope for the
£
hat Sri Masani was not ready
to sign the agreement reached by
the other  democratic parties
opposing  Smt. Indira’s policies
~nged not depress us over much,
' The matter will be settled egsily
enough  at  the meeting of the
Swatantra Party on the 12th and
13th of Jamuary in Madras.

*
Tn:_-mupwum i —All—Tndig
Radio talk given by Sri M--R.

will mot help to integrat
S R X et

“I cannot help feeling that the
" Prime  Minister's  decision to
dissolve the Lok Sabha is influ-
enced by her apprehension of
an abject defeat it she were to

elite of India. If English must be
accepted as the link language of
all India and Hindi must be ruled
out, English must be t}_[?; lnng:{age

i . of our Universities. ¢ mother-
YRt HISGE, Hie o ahe [::‘]; ?ongl:ne has its effective roots and
St kel bl cannot be injured by English in

o st e ;i the Universitics. The literatures
i dno Istnlghts | o @ik our Todlan languages are

she Jamented the existence of flourishing today better than in
g,uvirty a.rnad llrgﬁmt!:::’f:_‘l;‘&“:hi Previou.; decades, Eﬁy t?;‘e ﬁ:f:f;
ese were evils . toda or our association
and her pa;ty h?sd ir:o fﬁﬁ:&; E,.g%'sh. We should not allow our
}:i\?ef 'ITK;M.';(:LE the puﬁcies for college students to bmu}‘f‘ D? i
aty },; Indira. Gandhi' and English. It would be a fatal mis-
which Mrs “r 4 that have take to make barbed wire fencing
{:er. pme c':snl:l:try to this pass. ©f our regional languages. ﬂlE
[tﬂ? j%:::hun e thesé policies that would be not patriotism but 1;(.
th I55 L t% Party is working. ~opposite of it. English cannot be
¢ Swatantra P: taught in a vacnum. It must be

If the present Parliament had en T a1 e g gy
been allowed to continue for TAMUANSCEU in ,pﬁ : Ietore
ar. the wrath of the crete matters, 1 e issuc

;:g;:]?f-rw{:liﬁ hetve“l;?en i?ll'.‘ﬂ!ﬂ- the country today is, d thanks to
singly directed at the Union Smt. Indira Gandhi’s "‘f’g:.?“ t(':l'
Government on account of the 500 seaina slcw.z, to use h:&::r
breakdown of law and order, 1€ars p“"t"rfsqll“i I:toryrlswc e
economic  stagnation, growing U country-shoulc ave;l s ?1?: 2
unemployment and rising prices, tution and the people their ex;l
which are the result of its tics, or allow both to be tles_tr?ye
policies. One bad monsoon, and Dy @ misguided P""‘CIMI"”SIEE“'
the chicken would have come 1“*’_ country 51}'0'-11(1 not be broken

up into parochially separated areas

home to roost, b A
“The dissolution of Parliament and become easy victims of cons
piring groups.

S Aot b aotipipite Susk I am glad an educationalists’

leve ent by calli : :
:n;l:vel?gﬁ;:t ag:dultzlllcﬁéu:h: panel has been constituted by the
electorate by surprise. This is ['i'imll Ei\l"“l G.uyem:rr;enl (}P m“E
not likely to succeed and may sider the question ot medium o
boomerang, as happened to My struction in colleges. 1 hope the

i eminent members of this panel

Harold Wilson earlier this year : S
in England, when he too fried Will apply their minds to the ques-
to play the same trick, Mrs ,Afn Without being in the feast
Gandhi’s move is likely to m influenced by the opinions of the
the same Fite” ministry in power or its politics.
Every encouragement should be
* given for books of science and
other modern knowledge to be
written in the regional languages
by persons thoroughly conversant
with the subjects.  This will help
the languages to get rich. But the
cnt.:ugh 'Iﬂnguagc. It is no good medium of instruction in colleges
quoting old articles of mine writ- s quite a different cquestion.
ten on the subject in the context *
of the issues then troubling the
public mind. Today the issue is
the ilisil’ﬂ{'gr;][iuu (-t”ﬁ(_uq"c“‘ on
Cxcessive provincialism. The im-

MY ARTICLE 1N SwARAJYA of August
2, 1969 contains my views on the
question of the medium of higher
instruction. I believe I have ex-
pressed my opinion in  clear

I REVERT TO THE subiect of the
Tamil Nad Government's intention
to start a wine, heer and other
spirituous drinks factory for pur-

Tamil or Telugu,
to integrate 141?1“3 X

create internal barriers. among the
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drinks is the
what we want to do in respect
of food production, One years

sl monsoon should not mis-
ead us. Even if we forget

eything related  to Tndpla
and morality and ignore the objec-
tion to diverting precious . food
products to the mandacture of
what is not food, the concern is
bound to be an utter failure, It is
foolish to imagine that we can
compete with foreign beer, wines,
whisky and brandy and make a
profitable business of it.

®

Tue Hindu has come out with an
editorial which asks the following
fuestion ;

“Can an clection be held in
turbulent West Bengal, be it for
the Lok Sabha or the State
Assembly. with a  reasonable
prospect of free and fearless
campaigning  and fair voting ?
Or will it prove a mad adven-
ture that will confound further
the prevailing chaos 2"

BOMBAY LETTER :

 The leading asicle of the Hindu

_d'pnhghﬁe~_0mm would indeed be
adding fuel to the fire, should
it top its incompetent handling
of the disorders by aggravating

them with elections. Many may - suppl

think that rather than bring the
military later to ensure free
and fair elections” it may be
wise to use it right now to res-
tore order (which seems beyond
the powers of the State or
Central police) and then con-
sider the possibility of elections.”
. »
Iy e necest Municipal elections
in Tamil Nad are of any conse-
quence in national affairs, it may
be noted that out of the seats
contested, the DMK got 95 and the
Congress (O] got 94 this in spite
of the great advantage the DMK
enjoyed being in charge of the
State Government and all that it
implies.

®
I e pissorution of Parliament
was done in an arbitrary manner
by the Prime Mimister, the dissolu-
tion of the Tamil Nad Assembly
at the instance of the Chief
Minister, Sri Karunanidhi,.is even
more arbitrary. The question is
not whom it helps, but these
arbitrary exercises of power tend
to undermine dcmucnmy and are
ta be strongly deprecated,

. A

RE - THINKING SOCIALISM

BOMBAY, December 29: With
the annonncement of the election,
husiness opinion here has become
discreetly  silent. - The  business
community, who have much more
at stake than the political power-
seckers, can only remain in the
background, hoping that the voters
will return a strong Government
committed to effective and practi-
cal policies caleulated to lift the
nation to a stage of rapid growth.

No one can question the state-
ment by Mrs Gandhi  that “the
present political situation has set
In motion a process of rethinkine
on major political issues within
every political party”  Tet use
hope the outcome is }r!hl’tnk:’ng on

the empty and often disastrous
socialistic slogans that have shaped
the economy and economic policy
in the past two decades.

While most other countries,
including the developing coun-
tries, have achieved sustained
economic growth and a progres-
sively better life, what have we
achieved in the past 20 years of
socialist pattern and  socialism ?
India has made industrial progress
in terms of prestige projects and
sophisticated output on a scale too
small to have any impact on the
IIVfrs of 95 per cent of the popu-
lation. We have had a “green
revolution” mainly  confined to
wheat. Overall agrieultural out-

T W
%;h', ' _Z:-;;a'-:feéd;jl_ Tising pop

.lat}‘:imterms of living standards, as

iuded by the availability of the
Jjudged by the e ?‘h: i

ccessities of
o mincreased enough for a
rapidly growing population? Even

in Communist Poland, a 20 or 30

per cent increase in food prices
angered a regimented people to
riot and throw out their _mlers.
Here in this democracy prices of
essentials for ever rise, as if it is
nobody’s business. Yet there is
pot even a whimper of protest,
and the powers-that-be go on
merrily, raising slogans.

Over the past 20 years the
annual increase in the GNP has
been 3% per cent, which is largely
wiped out by the annual 2% per
cent growth ‘in population. And
an inexorable price inflation sees
to it that the average citizén’s
earning or saving can fetch less
and less of the essentials. Yet our
goal is socialism!

It socialism has brought this
adverse result in 20 years, then
nct only the political parties but
every voter must start some re-
thinking. Socialism is not some-
thing in the next life or for the
next generation. For the common
people, socialism must mean more
food, clothing, etc. The political
parties seeking the common man’s
vote must tell them what socialism
means in terms of tangible goals.

In Bombay, the BPCC (0O) has
already  started working its elec-
tion machinery to contest the 5
seats that this metropolis has in
the Lok Sabha. So has the BPCC
(R}, which is as yet a party more
of leaders than party workers, and
the Jan Sangh, Shiv Sena, Swa-
tantra and other parties. Perhaps
“me-too-ism™  will afflict most of
them, with the exception of Swa-
tantra and Jan Sangh. The Shiv
Sena is a new force, and having
worsted the Communists in their
own stronghold in the mill area
only two months ago, it is bound
to influence the outcome. If there
is an adjustment constituency-
wise bebween the Congress (C;S.
Jan Sangh and Swatantra, and if
Shiv Sena support can be had for
_rhmr‘siclt-. the BPCC (R) will find
It quite tough going,




