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An Expression of Disappointment

Despite the serious efforts of the Swatantra Party,
the National Democratic Bloc or Front as envisaged by
the AICC Resolution of June 28 and which the Gene-
ral Council of the Swatantra Party enthusiastically
welcomed at its meeting in Madras on July 21 has been
sinking in the quicksand of differences within the
Congress(O) leadership. The National Executive
heard a report from Party President Masani when it
met in New Delhi on 8th November on the efforts he
had made for opposition unity. The Swatantra Presid-

~ ent said he had written letters to the President of the

Congress(0O), the Jan Sangh and the BKD drawing
their attention to the need for an early decision both
in regard to a bloe in Parliament and for an electoral
alliance outside. The Executive expressed its dis-
appointment with the absence of a positive response
from the Congress(O) to their own Resolution of
June 28,

The time factor is very important particularly with
the possibility of a dissolution of Parliament next
February. The members of the Executive felt the Party
could not wait indefinitely and so, even while asking
the President to pursue his efforts, it decided that the
Party should accelerate the pace of nominations of
prospective candidates particularly in respect of
parliamentary constituencies carried by us in the 1967
elections. The following Resolution expressing the

Party’s opposition to any SVD kind of arrangement bt_lt
r:-ﬁimli%?ou: willingness to go ahead on the basis
of the AICC Resolution of June 28 was adopted un-

animously:

718 “Having received a report from the President of

the Party on his discussions and correspondence with
the Presidents of the Congress(O), Jan Sangh and
B.K.D., the National Executive recorded its disappoint-
ment at the absence of any progress and the failure
to bring into existence a bloc of nationalist and demo-
cratic parties and groups in Parliament in time for
the session commencing on 9th November, 1970.

While approving the initiative taken by the Party’s
President, the Executive felt that the ball was squarely
in the court of the Congress( O ), which, having adopted
its AICC Resolution of June 28, was failing to co-
operate in its implementation.

The Executive reiterated the Party’s well-known
opposition to the resort to heterogeneous, hotch-potch
and opportunistic combinations and once again
reaffirmed its willingness to cooperate with all those
parties and groups which were prepared to go ahead
on the basis of the AICC Resolution of June 28 as a
provisional programme of agreed action.

The need for such coming together becomes all the
more urgent in view of the possibility of an early dis-
solution of Par!iament;;’/

Swatantra Support for T.N. Singh Ministry

Both the Central Parliamentary Board and the
National Executive at their meetings on November 7
and 8, spent a considerable amount of time on UP
matters. The Party had by then already given un-
qualified support to the Ministry formed by Mr, T. N.
Singh. The question that exercised members of the
Board and the Executive was whether the Party should
enter the Ministry or support it from outside. A com-

plicating factor was the fact that the present SVD

Government in UP adopted a programme that had been
settled as far back 8 Jenuary 1970 when the present
partners of the SVD had unsuccessfully tried to form
& Ministry. The item in that programme which was
contrary to the Swatantra Party's policy was the
following: .

&

<]

“For land redistribution, the ceiling on Land Hold-
ings Act should be so amended as to bring about
equality in land ownership and make more land
available for the landless. For this purpose a
Committee will be appointed which will draft the
necessary amendments in the Act within three
months (of the formation of the Government. )

After discussing the pros and cons, in the course of
which both the Board and the Executive invited the
President of the UP unit, the leader of the Party’s
Group in the State Assembly, the three other MLAs
and the General Secretary to give their opinion, the
Executive decided that a member of the Swatantra
Party should join the SVD Government on the basis

i.
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Sunday, 8lst January, 1971

iﬂ am. .. National Convention — Delegates

Session (closed to Press)

3 pm. .. National Convention — Political
Session (Open to Press)
Notices of Resolutions :

The Executive decided that notices of resolutions
that any delegate desired to move should reach the
National Headquarters not later than Friday, January

15, 1971.
A sub-Committee to screen and sort out the resolu-

tians was set up consisting of the following:

Mr. M. R. Masani
Prof. N. G. Ranga
Mr. N. Dandeker
Dr. R. C. Cooper

Notices of amendments to Party Congtitution

Notices of amendments to the Constitution should
reach the National Headquarters on or before
Thursday, December 31, 1970.

Quota of Delegates
umber of delegates from States was settled

w-ir[tl‘:lllini delegate for 10 Workers/Life Workers/Life
Members subject to a maximum of 200 per State/
Region. States which did not have organised Party
Units were also allotted delegates quota.

Meanwhile the Bombay R&ginn&]) Um:;i of the P?;;‘:

as begun preparing for the nvention in ri
};amest. A anvpz':rtlioﬁ Committee with Mr. Lalchand
Hirachand as Chairman has been set up. A Cm}-
vention Organising Committee to look after the physi-
cal arrangements of the Convention has begun func-
tioning. It has set up sub-Committees to look a&er
accommodation, catering, volunteers, transport, publi-
city and press relations and of course finances. Free
accommodation is being made available to delegates
who desire such a facility in dormitories and halls.

Workers Meetings are being: convened in various
parts of the city to mobilise support and ensure
maximum cooperation from the rank and file.

While conveying the programme of the Convention,
the General Secretary has called upon State/Regional
Units to begin straightaway the nomination of dele-
gates. The need to ensure adequate representation for
Women and Youth in the delegation has also been
stressed by the General Secretary.

We are out of the Mysore SVD

The Central Parliamentary Board applauded the
following resolution of the Mysore State Convention
which was adopted on October 18 with the unanimous
concurrence of the Party’s M.L.As:

“In view of recent developments and the changed
situation this Convention is of the view that the
Party’s members in the State Assembly should from
now on function as a distinct group in the name of

Shivappa

Mr. Nugehalli Shivappa, who was elected to the
Lok Sabha as a candidate of the Swatantra Partv from
the Hassan Parliamentary Constituency in Mysore
defied the Party’s policy and whip in supporting the
Constitution (24th) Amendment Bill, 1970, rega?ding
Privy Purses. For this act of indiseipline, he was sus-
pended by the Leader of the Party’s Group Prof
fanga from membership of the Swatantra Group in
Parliament,

Mr. Shivappa who was then served by the General

the Swatantra Party. This Convention would wel-
come like-minded Independent M.L.A.s and the
members of other Groups joining the Swatantra
Party as associate members.”
The Mysore $.V.D. formed soon after the last General
Elections has been overtaken by events and had be-
come an anachronism. With this decision the Party’s
legislature in Mysore can now, without inhibition, pro-
ject the Party’s policies on the floor of the Assembly,

Expelled

Secretary of the Party with a notice asking him to
show cause why disciplinary action including expul-
sion from the Party should not be taken against him
and asked to tender his explanation on or before
September 26, did not care to reply.

In the light of this and on the recommendation of
the Central Parliamentary Board, the National Execu-
tive on November 8, expelled Mr. Shivappa from

membership of the Party for indiscinl:
disloyalty to the Party,ﬂy gross indiscipline and
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decade since its inception is the only political
?:ty that has pin-pointed this malady and has expos-
ed Government policies responsible for it. Due to such
policies and the resulting economy of shortages, the
bureancratic and political world has become a happy
hunting ground for the corrupt and dishonest.

The Swatantra Party reiterates its demand that
controls and licences should be dismantled as soon as
possible in view of the Vigilance Commissioner’s
Report, and that a non-political quasi-judicial commis-
sion should be established to administer and review
the working of such minimum controls, licences etc.,
from time to time as are found absolutely necessary in
the interests of national economy.

Unemployment

The National Executive of the Swatantra Party is
deeply concerned about the growing unemployment
in the country which has become a cause of continu-
ing despair in every household as a result of the Central
Covernment’s ruinous economic and industrial policies.
The colossal failure of the ruling party at the Centre
has resulted in a fall in per capital real income during
the five years ending in 1969-70, decline in industrial
production, spread of absolute poverty levels in the
rural areas from 52 per cent in 1960-61 to 70 per cent
of the population in 1967-88, decline in exports and
inflation resulting in massive unemployment.

In the face of such marked failures, the dangling of
a carrot at the recent Patna AICC of a monthly income
of Rs. 100 for every family by 1975 is a cruel hoax on
the Indian citizen. The ruling party has absolutely no
clue as to the capital needed to create these employ-
ment opportunities resulting in Rs. 100 per family
income, The nation demands concrete policies instead
of foolhardy and cheap slogans. The only way in which
employment opportunities can be created is through
increased production and priority to labour-intensive
activities like road building, transport and housing.
The myth of false promises should be exploded once
for all and the Party therefore calls upon all democratic
and nationalist parties to call this bluff and engage in
a constructive and concerted action of sound fscal
economic and industrial programme to help solve this
chronic problem of massive unemployment.

Henderson-Brookes Report

The National Executive has noted the publication
in a recent book by a foreign journalist of extensive
extracts from the Henderson-Brookes Report on the
reverses suffered by our Army in the war unleashed
by Communist China in October 1962. It may be re-
called that the then Defence Minister, Mr. Y. B.
Chavan, had told the Lok Sabha on September 2, 1963,
while making a brief statement on the Report, that
“by the very nature of the contents it would not be in
the public interest to lay the report on the table of
the House. Nor is it possible to attempt even an abridg-
ed or edited version of it, consistent with the consider-
ation of security, that would not give an unbalanced
or incomplete picture.”

The publication of the extensive extracts has not only
rendered this ground of secrecy untenable, it has at
the same time rendered it imperative that in the na-
tional interest the people of India should be vouch-
safed the information so long denied to them which is
available to others.

Saviet Maps

The National Executive deplores the deliberate
attempt being made by the Union Government to
mislead the country by declaring, through its official
spokesman on October 30, that the latest Russian maps
shown to the Foreign Secretary are an improvement
on the previous ones. Admittedly these very maps show
Aksai Chin as indisputably Chinese territory while the
rest of the territory claimed by China, which fortu-
nately is under our occupation, is shown under as an
unsettled boundary and under dispute. This deliber-
ate differentiation shows that far from altering its pro-
Chinese stand, the Soviet Government has finally
rejected the Indian protest, though it has chosen to
cover up the rejection with patently insincere assur-
ances of goodwill. The Government of India is playing
the Russian game by itself giving the false impression
that Russian attitude has improved.

The Executive regrets to note that though the matter
has been pursued since 1955, the Russian attitude has
not changed while the Government of India has per-
sistently misled the people.

The Executive calls upon the Government to pub-
lish - at: White f;p}ei-r the exchange of diplomatic com-
munications wi ussia on this subject s
o T ey ject so that we
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Swatanira Youth

. e - # - 3 md

A Youth Wing of the Party at the National level has shameful activities of v?ndallsrénverhe]:f :;ial:lﬁagn:ﬁfa =
now come into existence. A Preparatory Convention of destroying the statues 0 nt:;;'s e
Swatantra Youth met in Bhubaneswar from October and appeals to all nat:]? t yo fge I
23-25. Over 150 delegates from 12 States attended.  come together and chalk out ‘::I-}:?r??:-:makers 5

The Chief Minister of Orissa and President of the ing the attempts of these mis : [ Bkt e
Orissa Unit, Shri R. N. Singh Deo inaugurated the ~ The Convention unanimously no e
Convention. Joint Secretaries of the Party Mr. Harihar lowing delegates to form the Nationa g
Patel and Mr. Madhu Mehta, Mr. Rajballabh Misra mittee of Swatantra Youth.
Working President of the Orissa Unit, and 5]:11_'1 1. Shri Tribikram Tripathy Convenor
Ghasiram Majhi General Secretary of the State Unit

¥ ¥ ions. . K. P. Si Deo, Members !

helped guide the deliberations. Mr. K. I ingh Deo B St K ok Dot ey s
M.P., presided over the 3-day Convention. 4 Y O Tl e

Apart from Resolutions relating to the objectives 3. Shri K. o e
of the Youth Wing and its organisation the Convention 4. Shri vaOC aﬂg:k NCE e
adopted the following resolutions on matters relating 5. Shri M. K. Khandekar (Bm;'tbay )
2 pm!ﬂm o yo.ulh: - B.‘Shn' D. S. L. Gowda Mysore

“This Convention resolves to impress upon the 7. Shri Joseph J. Karaor Kerala
Government of India not to meddle with' the educa- 8 Sl (el hanker Vinal Uttar Pradesh
tional system in the country and set up uniform stfmd; 9. Shri N. Mohammed Hussain Pondicherry
ards for the entire country in the field of education.” 14" oh1 Sobhnath Chowbey Bihar

“This Conference expresses its grave concern OVer |} hri J. S. Patel Gujarat

gfﬁ?:m rir?:-c ;;tg\iru;:; ninl;llzpie;::;t G;::El:; nfm]ﬁ Joint Secretary Madhu Mehta observed in a report

. he submitted to the General Secretary: “The 150
resolves to urge upon the Government of India to young men whose ages ranged between 18 and 35,
commence practlc‘al programmes for ;ob oriented T, got together at the preparatory convention dis-
small scale industrial units and loan facilities for the played sufficient enthusiasm to launch the Youth
self employed rather than dangling before the frust- g 21 v movement. The delegates from Delhi,
rated and impoverished masses of India utopian (Qrissa Mysore and Tamilnadu showed great enthu-
carrots like Rs. 100 per capita income within five gjasm and remarkable intelligence. This is not to cast
years.” a reflection on the other delegates. Without an excep-
“To save the country and its infant democracy from tion everybody stood for a more dynamic and aggres-
totalitarian forces and communist subversion this con- sive approach at the state, district and primary level,
vention urges upon all Youth organisations affiliated to  particularly against the growing menace of the Naxal-
various national political parties to force their leaders ites and the Communists. This is indeed a healthy
to shed their mental reservation in forming a broad sign, but this enthusiasm, this desire and craving to
based democratie alliance.” carry to the people fresh and new ideas, independent
“This Conference resolves to request the Swatantra thinking and the ability to question slogans should be
Party to fight both inside and outside parliament for very actively encouraged by the party, and immediate
reforms in the field of education and to ensure student steps in this direction must be taken.”
discipline by enabling them to participate in a respon- Welcoming this development and promising the
sible manner in the administration of such institutions.” Youth Wing its full support, the Executive requested
“This Conference urges upon the Central and various the President and General Secretary to take appropriate
State Governments to provide the students with ade- decisions in respect of recommendations made by the
quate facilities for extracurricular activities and allo- Convention.
cate special funds for the same.” The first such decision has already been taken by the
“This Conference resolves to urge upon the Central President and the General Secrotary in respect of the
Government to take immediate and effective steps to  name of the Wing which will be known as “Swatantra
maintain law and order in the country and prevent Youth”,

Women’s Wing

On his visit to Bangalore last month to inaugurate October 17. This function, reported Mr, Masani, was
the State C'_:-n\-::ntinn of the Mysore Unit, the President, very impressive. Mr. Masani had while inaugurating
Mr. Masani, also inaugurated their Women'’s Wing on  the Mysore Unit's State Convention observed:

-

- .'—...t:‘."'-?‘
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through threats and inducements.

The Times of India of 20th April reported Mr.
mmdmneﬂum'\veﬁﬂgomﬂwpwphw
show them how f and capitalist elements are
working.” He was commenting on the defection of six
Congress MLAs. While affirming that he would never
enter into a coalition with the “feudal” Swatantra Party,
Mr. Hitendra Desai said that what should cause con-
cern to the people was the “manner in which the defec-
tions were manoeuvred”.,

A day later he accused the Swatantra Party of
having put aside all values of public life in their bid to
secure the defection of Congress MLAs. (Statesman,
21st April).

On the 23rd of July the Indian Express reported
Mr. Hitendra Desai as saying at a meeting of the GPCC
that the Congress would prefer to sit in the opposition
than ally with the Swatantra and the Jan Sangh.

Mr. C. C. Desai in the course of his reply dated March
21, to the show cause notice served on him by the
Swatantra Party had this to say “the recent contemp-
tuous statements of Shri Morarji Desai and Shri
Hitendra Desai about the Swatantra Party bear elo-
guently against your (Mr. Masani's) peculiar, blind,
pro-Syndicate stance. A party that desires to be more
socialist than socialists and which goes on condemning
and barassing the Swatantra Party at every opportu-
nity regarding it as untouchable, cannot earn any
esteem from any of us and deserves no mercy from us.”

As Mr, A, D. Gorwala the editor of Opinion put it
in his issue of October 6: “It is difficult to decide whose
is the greater discredit, of the sixteen ex-Swatantra
members of the Gujarat Legislature who have joined
Congress(O) or of Hitendra Desai, Chief Minister of
Cujarat and his party. Only a short while ago the
former were sparing no pains in their effort to topple
the latter's Government, working with the Congress( N )
for that end. Only a short while ago, the latter were
declaring with all the force at their command, that
nothing would make them have any truck with the
former; never, oh never, would they come to any
accommodation with them. And now, hey presto,
closely the them embracel Of Hitendra and his old
Congress, of the ex-Swatantrites who have joined it in
the ocal legislature, what is undoubtedly true is that

‘A merciful Providence fashioned them hollow

In order that they might their principles swallow.’
Were we a mature democracy, this utterly unprincipled
behaviour would be remembered by the voters and
none of those concerned would get their suffrage in
future, Even as we are, the latter end of these adept
turi-coats may be worse than their beginning. Truly
lhcbtl.:mjluct of both sides has been unconscionably

Y.

The Cujarati ; daily Jai Hind observed editorially in
its jssue of October T: “It is surprising that those per-
mwbﬂafewmonﬂ:\sagoh-ie&tnmﬂvehvma.nd
earth to topple the Hitendra Ministry have themselves
joined the Syndicate Camp. How will enlightened pub-
lic opinion react to this? Those MLAs who have
rmﬂyﬁnd&e&ngw“'aeeleduibyﬂlepfn-

the voters into confidence.”

Mr. Tushar Bhat writing in the Economic Times of
October 13 had this to say: “The joining of the Parishad
nmmbmhzsbeenalitdequeerinasmudlasﬂmt
these very legislators were leading the forces of oppo-
sition during the “operation topple’. They even broke
away from the parent Swatantra Party, being angered
among other things by the National Executive's with-
drawal of permission to oust Mr. Hitendra Desai, with-
out consulting them. Again these were the legislators
who, time and again, lashed out at the socialist pro-
grammes of the Hitendra Government, branding them
State Capitalism. They have now embraced the Con-
gress(0) ideology, socialism ete.”

“ ...some horse trading did precede the admission
of the Swatantra defectors to the Congress(O). For
instance the Baria group and Mr. Hitendra Desai are
stated to have reached a tacit agreement over the
allotment of tickets and constituencies in the next
Ceneral Elections and the sharing of election funds.
Such an understanding finally brought even Mr. C. C.
Desai, who till a few months was championing Mrs.
Indira Gandhi’s socialism into the Congress(0O) fold.

“....The rank and file of the Congress(O) has not
forgotten that the 15 new entrants till recently worked
vigorously against the Chief Minister, encouraged
defections with a view to toppling the Ministry and
even defied their own Party mandate to desist from
doing s0..... This section of the party (Congress-O)
seems to share with Mr. M. R. Masani his assessment of
the Baria Group’s admission to the Congress(O) as a
‘display of opportunism by both sides unparalleled in
the political life in India.'”

5. Viswam in the Statesman of November 18,

The Central Parliamentary Board discussed this
issue. The following resolution indicates the strength
of feeling of members of the Board who while expres-
sing their deep sense of disappointment with the
action of the Congress(O), characterised it as being in
cynical disregard of all values of public life:

“Alfter considering the situation in Cujarat arising
out of the defection from the Party of certain MLAs,
including the former leader of the Party in the State
Assembly, the Central Parliamentary Board denounces
the defectors for not keeping faith with the electorate
and the Party and congratulates all those MLAs who
have remained loyal to the Party despite pressures of
various kinds brought to bear on them.,
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the correspondent wrote “The organisation
had to rely heavily on the Governmental machlnery
According to reports about 60 Under-Secretaries, a
contingent of magistrates and hundreds of peons were
put on the job. A special magistrate was stated to have
been deputed to supervise the kitchen and Govern-
ment vehicles were requisitioned to transport dele-

tes.
gm"il\'::at that this has not happened before, but that it
was done in such a ‘crude manner’ that hardly any
delegate or newspaperman failed to notice that it was
a Government-managed show. As if this visible evi-
dence was not enough, the secretary of the Reception
Committee, Mr. Ram Lakhan Singh Yadav, listed the
various Government departments which had made the
arrangements for the session and thanked them over
the loud speaker before the AICC ended.” And what
impression did the delegates carry back home?
According to the correspondent they were “packing for
home with the feeling that they have been outmanoeu-
vred by their enemy. They still do not feel that the
party’s objectives are clear. Mr. Jagjivan Ram has
advocated a middle of the road course and, at the
same time, spoken proudly of the party’s understanding
and adjustment with the mini-front in Kerala, And
Mrs. Gandhi has denied that her party has anything
to do with the Communists. Confounded, most of the
delegates do not know what their leaders are talking
abaut.”

A caustic editorial in the Economic Times of Octo-
ber 15, described the proceedings as the “Ritual at
Patna”, “The AICC Session”, wrote the editorial “does
not appear to have broken any new ground. In fact,
the main economic resolution and the major speeches
are concerned with principle, not details of policy.
Leaders talked of a battle for socialism, and a fight to
the finish against poverty. All these catch-phrases have
the faint, musty air of a bewildered giant tilting at
imaginary windmills, Leaving these out, what really
has the party to offer to the people in practical and
concrete terms? Abolition of privy purses and the take-
over of the credit system have brought nobody any-
where near the millennium. And the discourse on land
reform has by now become an unabashed display of
hypocrisy, This is surely no way for any political party
or organisation to establish its credentials in the eyes
of the public,

Referring to the demand made by speakers at the
session for curbs on conspicuous consumption, the
editorial asked “The public would like to know what
progress the Government and the Ministers have made
in living up to their own exhortations. Huge “ceiling-
free’ bungalows, pomp and paraphernalia all of which
are reminiscent of a feudal system are very much there
for everybody to see as a standing indictment of the
pretensions of the men in power. This is not to deny
‘]_1? existence of conspicuous consumption elsewhere—
this is also something which needs to be curbed. But
austerity, like charity, should begin at home. A monthly

expenditure of several thousands 1ncun'a& on eac:}
person in power bears no comparison in the poverty

a half-employed nation working half-time. Yet, the
ruling Congress can promise nothing more than a mere
Rs. 100 a month per head—and that, too, five years
hence, a long enough period of waiting, one, besides,
during which anything a:l:ight happen to biur the

ory of the mesmerised.”

mgh?r.%ha\-an came in for ridicule in the Hindustan
Times editorial of October 16, which described as a
“ourious dictum” Mr. Chavan’s premise “that it is no
longer possible for economic and political strategi?' to
be differentiated from each other.” As for instance “Mr.
Chavan’s conceding the (economic) principle of
nationalisation of general insurance but reserving to
himself its (political) timing. The politics of the
various steps suggested is more obvious than their
economics.”

Criticising the “cavalier” adoption of ideas which are
later found unworkable or even counter-productive but
which soon harden into unavoidable political com-
mitments, the editorial remarked a “radical economic
programme which inhibits the production, investment
and saving process can ouly entail the distribution of
poverty. The Congress (N) is addressing itself to
quite the wrong problems and has yet to develop a
relevant radicalism which it is willing and able to
implement. As it is, the slogan mongers have taken
charge.”

The Indian Express of October 16, concluded a criti-
cal editorial with the comment “if the top leaders of the
New Congress are incapable of rigorous and sustained
thinking, they will not be able to tackle the country’s
pressing problems. The call of the polls cannot be
answered effectively merely by coining slogans.”

The Hindu correspondent reporting from Patna in
its issue of 17th October saw in the Patna session “a
turning point in the fortunes of the Ruling Congress
and the Prime Minister. The defeat suffered by the
Parly in U.P. after a series of spectacular victories in
the party’s confrontation with its political rivals”
“hovered over the session”. “Otherwise”, wrole the
correspondent “the session turned out to be all sound
and fury, signifying nothing.” All it produced was
high-sounding slogans and shibboleths.

Like the Hindustan Times correspondent the Hindu
representative also noticed that Mrs. Gandhi was
“clearly on the defensive, going to great lengths to
prove that she had not turned commimist or deviated
from the professed policies of the Congress. She talked
of the grim battle ahead with what she characterised
as ‘feudal and reactionary’ forces., She was not sure
whether she would win the battle,

“....This dramatic exhortation to battle had per-
haps become necessary to bolster the partv's s p’

) : party s sagging
morale and enthuse its listless rank and file. .. A veteran
AIC(?(R) meml:u;!r remarked, if the speeches were a
sul?sutute_for action and slogans could achieve egali-
tarian society, socialism would have come to our door-
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deepsinhji had described the Congress Ministry as
-,nﬁ-peai:le and undemocratic.” According to him
Mr. Hitendra Desai had disregarded all values d pub-
lic life and that he was responsible for the defectwlfl of
ten opposition MLAs after the 1967 gene.ral election,
throug threats and inducements.

The Times of India of 20th April reported Mr.
Hitendra Desai as saying “We will go to the people to
show them how feudal and capitalist elements are
working.” He was commenting on the defection of six
Congress MLAs. While affirming that he would never
enter into a coalition with the “feudal” Swatantra Party,
Mr. Hitendra Desai said that what should cause con-
¢ern to the people was the “manner in which the defec-
tions were manoeuvred”.

A day later he accused the Swatantra Party of
having put aside all values of public life in their bid to
secure the defection of Congress MLAs. (Statesman,
21st April).

On the 23rd of July the Indian Express reported
Mr. Hitendra Desai as saying at a meeting of the GPCC
that the Congress would prefer to sit in the opposition
than ally with the Swatantra and the Jan Sangh.

Mr. C. C. Desai in the course of his reply dated March
21, to the show cause notice served on him by the
Swatantra Party had this to say “the recent contemp-
tuous statements of Shri Morarji Desai and Shri
Hitendra Desai about the Swatantra Party bear elo-
quently against your (Mr. Masani’s) peculiar, blind,
pro-Syndicate stance. A party that desires to be more
socialist than socialists and which goes on condemning
and harassing the Swatantra Party at every opportu-
nity regarding it as untouchable, cannot earn any
esteem from any of us and deserves no mercy from us.”

As Mr. A. D, Gorwala the editor of Opinion put it
in his issue of October 6: “It is difficult to decide whose
is the greater discredit, of the sixteen ex-Swatantra
members of the Gujarat Legislature who have joined
Congress(O) or of Hitendra Desai, Chief Minister of
Cujarat and his party. Only a short while ago the
fonner were sparing no pains in their effort to topple
the latter's Government, working with the Congress(N)
for that end. Only a short while ago, the latter were
declaring with all the force at their command, that
nothing would make them have any truck with the
former; never, oh never, would they come to any
accommodation with them. And now, hey presto,
closely the them embrace! Of Hitendra and his old
Congress, of the ex-Swatantrites who have joined it in
the Jocal legislature, what is undoubtedly true is that

‘A merciful Providence fashioned them hollow

In order that they might their principles swallow."
Were we a mature democracy, this utterly unprincipled
behaviour would be remembered by the voters and
none of those concerned would get their suffrage in
future. Even as we are, the latter end of these adept
turm-coals may be worse than their beginning. Truly

:ﬁ:bll:;[_"s]ud of both sides has been unconscionably

The Gujarati daily Jai Hind observed editorially in
its issue of October T: “It is surprising that those per-
sons who a few months afr: trl:i‘Ed to m}?"e ]':?Vﬁ' ?nd
earth to topple the Hiten finistry have themselves
joined the gyl:ndicate Camp. How will enlightened pub-
lic opinion react to this? Those MLAs who have
recently joined the Congress were elected by the peo-
ple because they stood for elections on opposition
ticket. The main question is, how far is their dcfect'fon
justified, because they have done so without taking
the voters into confidence.” _

Mr. Tushar Bhat writing in the Economic Times of
October 13 had this to say: “The joining of the Parishad
members has been a little queer in as much as that
these very legislators were leading the forces of oppo-
sition during the ‘operation topple’. They even broke
away from the parent Swatantra Party, being a:ngered
among other things by the National Executive’s with-
drawal of permission to oust Mr. Hitendra Desai, with-
out consulting them. Again these were the legislators
who, time and again, lashed out at the socialist pro-
grammes of the Hitendra Government, branding them
State Capitalism. They have now embraced the Con-
gress(0) ideology, socialism etc.”

“....some horse trading did precede the admission
of the Swatantra defectors to the Congress(O). For
instance the Baria group and Mr. Hitendra Desai are
stated to have reached a tacit agreement over the
allotment of tickets and constituencies in the next
General Elections and the sharing of election funds.
Such an understanding finally brought even Mr. C. C.
Desai, who till a few months was championing Mrs.
Indira Gandhi’s socialism into the Congress(QO) fold.

“....The rank and file of the Congress(O) has not
forgotten that the 15 new entrants till recently worked
vigorously against the Chief Minister, encouraged
defections with a view to toppling the Ministry and
even defied their own Party mandate to desist from
doing so.. ... This section of the party (Congress-O)
seems to share with Mr., M. R. Masani his assessment of
the Baria Group’s admission to the Congress(O) as a
‘display of opportunism by both sides unparalleled in
the political life in India.'®

S. Viswawm in the Statesman of November 18,

The Central Parliamentary Board discussed this
issue. The following resolution indicates the strength
of feeling of members of the Board who while expres-
sing their deep sense of disappointment with the
action of the Congress(O), characterised it as being in
cynical disregard of all values of public life:

“After considering the situation in Gujarat arising
out of the defection from the Party of certain MLAs
including the former leader of the Party in the State
Assembly, the Central Parliamentary Board denounces
the defectors for not keeping faith with the electorate
and the Party and congratulates all those MILAs who
have remained loyal to the Party despite pressures of
various kinds brought to bear on them.,
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Swatantra Youth

A Youth Wing of the Party at the National levgl has
now coine into existence. A Preparatory Convention of
Swatantra Youth met in Bhubaneswar from October
23-25. Over 150 delegates from 12 States attended.

The Chief Minister of Orissa and President of the
Orissa Unit, Shri R, N. Singh Deo inaugurated_the
Convention. Joint Secretaries of the Party Mr. Han'har
Patel and Mr. Madhu Mehta, Mr. Rajballabh Misra
Working President of the Orissa Unit, and Sh.l.'l
Ghasiram Majhi General Secretary of the State Unit
" helped guide the deliberations, Mr. K. P. Singh Deo,
M.P., presided over the 3-day Convention.

Apart from Resolutions relating to the objectives
of the Youth Wing and its organisation the Convention
adopted the following resolutions on matters relating
. to problems of youth:

“Fhis Convention resolves to impress upon the
Government of India not to meddle with the educa-
tional system in the country and set up uniform stand-
ards for the entire country in the field of education.”

“This Conference expresses its grave concern over
the lethargic attitude of the Central Government in
solving the growing unemployment problem and
resolves to urge upon the Government of India to
commence practical programmes for job oriented
small seale industrial units and loan facilities for the
self employed rather than dangling before the frust-
rated and impoverished masses of India utopian
carrots like Bs. 100 per capita income within fve
years,”

“To save the country and its infant democracy from
totalitarian forces and communist subversion this con-
vention urges upon all Youth organisations afiliated to
various naticnal political parties to force their leaders
to shed their mental reservation in forming a broad
based democratic alliance.”

“This Confercnce resolves to request the Swatantra
Party to fight both inside and outside parliament for
reforms in the field of education and to ensure student
discipline by enabling them to participate in a respon-
sible manner in the administration of such institutions.”

“This Conference urges vpon the Central and various
State Governments to provide the students with ade-
quate facilities for extracurricular activities and allo-
cate special funds for the same.”

“This Conference resolves to urge upon the Central
Government to take immediate and effective steps to
maintain law and order in the country and prevent

shameful activities of vandalism like dis_ﬁgurmg and
destroying the statues of our revered national leaders
and appeals to all nationalist youth organisations to
come together and chalk out a programme .,Of frustrat-
ing the attempts of these mischief makers.

The Convention unanimously nominated the fol-
lowing delegates to form the National Steering Com-
mittee of Swatantra Youth.

1. Shri Tribikram Tripathy Concenor
Members
2. Shri K. P. Singh Deo Orissa
3. Shri K. C. Kathirvelu Tamilnadu
4. Shri Vinod Sharma Delhi
5, Shri M. K. Khandekar Maharashtra
. { Bombay region)
6. Shri D. . L. Gowda Mysore
7. Shri Joseph J. Karoor Kerala
8. Shri Harishanker Vimal Uttar Pradesh
9, Shri N. Mohammed Hussain Pondicherry
10. Shri Sobhnath Chowbey Bihar
11. Shri J. S. Patel Gujarat

Joint Secretary Madhu Mehta observed in a report
he submitted to the Gemeral Secretary: “The 150
young men whose ages ranged between 18 and 85,
who got together at the preparatory convention dis-
played sufficient enthusiasm to launch the Youth
Swatantra movement. The delegates from Delhi,
Orissa, Mysore and Tamilnadu showed great enthu-
siasm and remarkable intelligence. This is not to cast
a reflection on the other delegates. Without an excep-
tion everybody stood for a more dynamic and aggres-
sive approach at the state, district and primary level,
parteularly against the growing menace of the Naxal-
ites and the Communists. This is indeed a healthy
sign, but this enthusiasm, this desire and craving to
carry to the people fresh and new ideas, independent
thinking and the ability to question slogans should be
very actively encouraged by the party, and immediate
steps in this direction must be taken.”

Welcoming this development and promising the
Youth Wing its full support, the Executive requested
the President and General Secretary to take appropriate
decisions in respect of recommendations made by the
Convention.

The first such decision has already been taken by the
President and the General Secretary in respect of the

name of the Wing which will be known as “Swatantra
Youth”.

Women’s Wing

On his visit to Bangalore last month to inaugurate
the State anvention of the Mysore Unit, the President,
Mr. Masani, also inaugurated their Women's Wing on

October 17. This function, reported Mr. Masani, was

very impressive. Mr. Masani had while inaugurating
the Mysore Unit's State Convention observed:
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Swatantra Youth

A Youth Wing of the Party at the National level has
now come into existence. A Preparatory Convention of
Swatantra Youth met in Bhubaneswar from October
23-25, Over 150 delegates from 12 States attended.

The Chief Minister of Orissa and President of the
Orissa Unit, Shri R, N. Singh Deo inaugurated the
Convention. Joint Secretaries of the Party Mr. Harihar
Patel and Mr. Madhu Mechta, Mr. Rajballabh Misra
Working DPresident of the Orissa Unit, and Shri
Ghasiram Majhi General Secretary of the State Unit
helped guide the deliberations. Mr. K. P. Singh Deo,
M.P.,, presided over the 3-day Convention.

Apart from Resolutions relating to the objectives
of the Youth Wing and its organisation the Convention
adopted the following resolutions on maiters relating
- to problems of youth:

“This Convention resolves to impress upon the
Government of India not to meddle with the educa-
tional system in the country and set up uniform stand-
ards for the entire country in the field of education.”

“This Conference expresses its grave concern over
the lethargic attitude of the Central Government in
solving the growing unemployment problem and
resolves to urge upon the Government of India to
commence practical programmes for job oriented
small scale industrial units and loan facilities for the
self employed rather than dangling before the frust-
rated and impoverished masses of India utopian
carrots like Rs. 100 per capita income within fve
years.”

“To save the country and its infant democracy from
totalitarian forces and communist subversion this con-
vention urges upon all Youth organisations affiliated to
various national political parties to force their leaders
to shed their mental reservation in forming a broad
based democratic alliance.”

“This Confercnce resolves to request the Swatantra
Party to Bght hoth inside and outside parliament for
reforms in the field of education and to ensure student
discipline by enabling them to participate in a respon-
sible manner in the administration of such institutions.”

“This Conference urges upon the Central and various
State Governments to provide the students with ade-
quate facilities for extracurricular activities and allo-
cate special funds for the same.”

“This Conference resolves to urge upon the Central
Government to take immediate and effective steps to
maintain law and order in the country and prevent

shameful activities of vandalism like disfiguring and
destroying the statues of our revered nanon'al !eaders
and appeals to all nationalist youth organisations to
come together and chalk out a programmc"of frustrat-
ing the attempts of these mischief makers.

The Convention unanimously nominated the fol-
lowing delegates to form the National Steering Com-
mittee of Swatantra Youth.

1. Shri Tribikram Tripathy Convenor
Members

2. Shri K. P. Singh Deo Orissa

8. $hri K. C. Kathirvelu Tamilnadu

4. Shri Vinod Sharma Delhi

5, Shri M. K. Khandekar Maharashtra

; { Bombay region)

6. Shri D. 8. L. Gowda Mysore

7. Shri Joseph J. Karoor Kerala

8. Shri Harishanker Vimal Uttar Pradesh
9. Shri N. Mohammed Hussain  Pondicherry
10, Shri Sobhnath Chowbey Bihar
11, Shri J. S. Patel Gujarat

Joint Secretary Madhu Mehta observed in a report
he submitted to the General Secretary: “The 150
young men whose ages ranged between 18 and 35,
who got together at the preparatory convention dis-
played sufficient enthusiasm to launch the Youth
Swatantra movement. The delegates from Delhi,
Orissa, Mysore and Tamilnadu showed great enthu-
siasm and remarkable intelligence. This is not to cast
a reflection on the other delegates. Without an excep-
tion everybody stood for a more dynamic and aggres-
sive approach at the state, district and primary level,
particularly against the growing menace of the Naxal-
ites and the Communists. This is indeed a healthy
sign, but this enthusiasm, this desire and craving to
carry to the people fresh and new ideas, independent
thinking and the ability to question slogans should be
very actively encouraged by the party, and immediate
steps in this direction must be taken.”

Welcoming this development and promising the
Youth Wing its full support, the Executive requested
the President and General Secretary to take appropriate
decisions in respect of recommendations made by the
Convention.

The first such decision has already been taken by the
President and the General Secretary in respect of the

name of the Wing which will be known as “Swatantra
Youth™.

Women’s Wing

On his visit to Bangalore last month to inau
‘ gurate
the State C(lxrventgou of the Mysore Unit, the President,
Mr. Masani, also inaugurated their Women's Wing on

Octoiger 17. Tlns function, reported Mr. Masani, was
very impressive, Mr. Masanj had while inaugurating
the Mysore Unit’s State Convention observed:
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deepsinbji had described the Congress Ministry as
"anti-peoi:le and undemocratic.” According to him
Mr. Hitendra Desai had disregarded all values of pub-
lic life and that he was responsible for the deEec-nm:; of
ten opposition MLAs after the 1967 general election,
through threats and inducements.

The Times of India of 20th April reported Mr.
Hitendra Desai as saying “We will go to the people to
show them how feudal and capitalist elements are
working.” He was commenting on the defection of six
Congress MLAs. While affirming that he would never
enter into a coalition with the “feudal” Swatantra Party,
Mr. Hitendra Desai said that what should cause con-
cern to the people was the “manner in which the defec-
tions were manoeuvred”.

A day later he accused the Swotantra Party of
having put aside all values of public life in their bid to
secure the defection of Congress MLAs. (Statesman,
21st April ).

On the 23rd of July the Indian Express reported
Mr. Hitendra Desai as saying at a meeting of the GPCC
that the Congress would prefer to sit in the opposition
than ally with the Swatantra and the Jan Sangh.

Mr, C. C. Desai in the course of his reply dated March
21, to the show cause notice served on him by the
Swatantra Party had this to say “the recent contemp-
tuous statements of Shri Morarji Desai and Shri
Hitendra Desai about the Swatantra Party bear elo-
quently against your (Mr. Masani’s) peculiar, blind,
pro-Syndicate stance. A party that desires to be more
socialist than socialists and which goes on condemning
and harassing the Swatantra Party at every opportu-
nity regarding it as untouchable, cannot earn any
esteem from any of us and deserves no mercy from us.”

As Mr. A. D. Gorwala the editor of Opinion put it
in his issue of October 6: “It is difficult to decide whose
is the greater discredit, of the sixteen ex-Swatantra
members of the Gujarat Legislature who have joined
Congress(O) or of Hitendra Desai, Chief Minister of
CGujarat and his party. Only a short while ago the
former were sparing no pains in their effort to topple
the latter's Government, working with the Congress( N )
for that end. Only a short while ago, the latter were
declaring with all the force at their command, that
nothing would make them have any truck with the
former; never, oh never, would they come to any
accommodation with them. And now, hey presto,
closely the them embrace! Of Hitendra and his old
Congress, of the ex-Swatantrites who have joined it in
the Tocal legislature, what is undoubtedly true is that

‘A merciful Providence fashioned them hollow

In order that they might their principles swallow.”
Were we a mature democracy, this utterly unprincipled
behaviour would be remembered by the voters and
none of those concerned would get their suffrage in
future. Even as we are, the latter end of these adept
turn-coats may be worse than their beginning. Truly
the conduct of both sides has been unconscionably
shabby.”

The Guijarati daily Jai Hind observed editorially in
its issue of October 7: “It is surprising that those per-
sons who a few months ago tried to move heaven and
earth to topple the Hitendra Ministry have themselves
joined the Syndicate Camp. How will enlightened pub-
lic opinion react to this? Those MLAs who have
recently joined the Congress were elected by the peo-
ple because they stood for elections on opposition
ticket. The main question is, how far is their defection
justified, because they have done so without taking
the voters into confidence.”

Mr. Tushar Bhat writing in the Economic Times of
October 13 had this to say: “The joining of the Parishad
members has been a little queer in as much as that
these very legislators were leading the forces of oppo-
sition during the ‘operation topple’. They even broke
away from the parent Swatantra Party, being angered
among other things by the National Executive’s with-
drawal of permission to oust Mr. Hitendra Desai, with-
out consulting them. Again these were the legislators
who, time and again, lashed out at the socialist pro-
grammes of the Hitendra Government, branding them
State Capitalism. They have now embraced the Con-
gress(O) ideology, socialism ete.”

“....some horse trading did precede the admission
of the Swatantra defectors to the Congress(0O). For
instance the Baria group and Mr. Hitendra Desai are
stated to have reached a tacit agreement over the
allotment of tickets and constituencies in the next
General Elections and the sharing of election funds.
Such an understanding finally brought even Mr. C. C,
Desai, who till a few months was championing Mrs.
Indira Gandhi’s socialism into the Congress(Q) fold.

“....The rank and file of the Congress(O) has not
forgotten that the 15 new entrants till recently worked
vigorously against the Chief Minister, encouraged
defections with a view to toppling the Ministry and
even defied their own Party mandate to desist from
doing so..... This section of the party (Congress-O)
seems to share with Mr, M. R. Masani his assessment of
the Baria Group’s admission to the Congress(QO) as a
‘display of opportunism by both sides unparalleled in
the political life in India.)”

S. Viswawm in the Statesman of November 18.

The Central Parliamentary Board discussed this
issue, The following resolution indicates the strength
of feeling of members of the Board who while expres-
sing their deep sense of disappointment with the
action of the Congress(O), characterised it as being in
cynical disregard of all values of public life:

“After considering the situation in Gujarat arising
out of the defection from the Party of certain MLAs,
including the former leader of the Party in the State
Assembly, the Central Parliamentary Board denounces
the defectors for not keeping faith with the electorate
and the Party and congratulates all those MLAs who
have remained loyal to the Party despite pressures of
various kinds brought to bear on them.
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machinery the correspondent wrote “The organisation
had to rely heavily on the Governmental machinery.
According to reports about 60 Under-Secretaries, a
contingent of magistrates and hundreds of peons were
put on the job, A special magistrate was stated to have
been deputed to supervise the kitchen and Govern-
ment vehicles were requisitioned to transport dele-

tes.
ga-'Not that this has not happened befare, but that it
was done in such a ‘crude manner’ that hardly any
delegate or newspaperman failed to notice that it was
a Government-managed show. As if this visible evi-
dence was not enough, the secretary of the Reception
Committee, Mr. Ram Lakhan Singh Yadav, listed the
various Covernment departments which had made the
arrangements for the session and thanked them over
the loud speaker before the AICC ended.” And what
impression did the delegates carry back home?
According to the correspondent they were “packing for
home with the feeling that they have been outmanoeu-
vred by their enemy. They still do not feel that the
party's objectives are clear. Mr. Jagjivan Ram has
advocated a middle of the road course and, at the
same time, spoken proudly of the party’s understanding
and adjustment with the mini-front in Kerala. And
Mrs, Gandhi has denied that her party has anything
to do with the Communists, Confounded, most of the
delegates do not know what their leaders are talking
about.”

A caustic editorial in the Economic Times of Octo-
ber 15, described the proceedings as the “Ritual at
Patna”. "The AICC Session”, wrote the editorial “does
not appear to have broken any new ground. In fact,
the main economic resolution and the major speeches
are concerned with principle, not details of policy.
Leaders talked of a battle for socialism, and a fight to
the finish against poverty. All these catch-phrases have
the faint, musty air of a bewildered giant tilting at
imaginary windmills, Leaving these out, what really
has the party to offer to the people in practical and
concrete terms? Abolition of privy purses and the take-
over of the credit system have brought nobody any-
where near the millennium. And the discourse on land
reform has by now become an unabashed display of
hypoerisy. This is surely no way for any political party
or organisation to establish its credentials in the eyes
of the public.

Referring to the demand made by speakers at the
session for curbs on conspicuous consumption, the
editorial asked “The public would like to know what
progress the Government and the Ministers have made
in living up to their own exhortations. Huge ‘ceiling-
free’ bungalows, pomp and paraphernalia all of which
are reminiscent of a feudal system are very much there
for everybody to see as a standing indictment of the
pretensions of the men in power. This is not to deny
qle existence of conspicuous consumption elsewhere—
this is also something which needs to be curbed, But
austerity, like charity, should begin at home. A monthly

expenditure of several thousands incurred on each
person in power bears no comparison in the poverty of
a half-employed nation working half-time. Yet, the
ruling Congress can promise nothing more than a mere
Rs. 100 a month per head—and that, too, five years
henﬂe, a long EﬂDUgh ]_J.e[iﬂd Df \\'ﬂitiﬂg, one, h&'ld'es,
during which anything :im‘ght happen to blur the
emory of the mesmerised.”

mM;_r}éhavan came in for ridicule in the Hindustan
Times editorial of October 16, which described as a
“curious dictum” Mr. Chavan's premise “that it is no
longer possible for economic and political strategies to
be differentiated from each other.” As for instance “Mr.
Chavan’s conceding the (economic) principle of
nationalisation of general insurance but reserving to
himself its (political) timing. The politics of the
various steps suggested is more obvious than their
economics.”

Criticising the “cavalier” adoption of ideas which are
later found unworkable or even counter-productive but
which soon harden into unavoidable political com-
mitments, the editorial remarked a “radical economic
programme which inhibits the production, investment
and saving process can only entail the distribution of
poverty. The Congress (N) is addressing itself to
quite the wrong problems and has yet to develop a
relevant radicalism which it is willing and able to
implement. As it is, the slogan mongers have taken
charge.”

The Indian Express of October 16, concluded a eriti-
cal editorial with the comment “if the top leaders of the
New Congress are incapable of rigorous and sustained
thinking, they will not be able to tackle the country’s
pressing problems. The call of the polls cannot be
answered effectively merely by coining slogans.”

The Hindu correspondent reporting from Patna in
its issue of 17th October saw in the Patna session “a
turning point in the fortunes of the Ruling Congress
and the Prime Minister, The defeat suffered by the
Party in U.P. after a series of spectacular victories in
the party’s confrontation with its political rivals”
“hovered over the session”. “Otherwise”, wrote the
correspondent “the session turned out to be all sound
and fury, signifying nothing” All it produced was
high-sounding slogans and shibboleths.

Like the Hindustan Times correspondent the Hindu
representative also noticed that Mrs, Gandhi was

clearly on the defensive, going to great lengths to
prove that she had not turned communist or deviated
from the professed policies of the Congress. She talked
of the grim battle ahead with what she characterised
as ‘feudal and reactionary’ forces. She was not sure
whether she would win the battle,

-+ - - This dramatic exhortation to battle had per-
haps become necessary to bolster the party’s sagging
morale and enthuse its listless rank and file. . . A veteran
AICC(R) member remarked, if the speeches were a
: » socialism would have come to our door-
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o T Generall Secrdlany’s oesk:

Dear Friend,

This issue of the Newsletter is mainly devoted to
the prnceedings of the Central Parliamentary _erd
and National Executive which met in New Delhi early
this month. I would like to focus your attention on two
or three important matters that engaged the attention
of the Executive and the Board.

The first was our decision to permit our Board to
join the SVD Government in UP. Taking this decision
was not such an easy task, particularly because of the
presence in the SVD programme of an item relating to
land ceilings where it has been promised, the SVD
Government would initiate steps to legislate for
lowering land ceilings. The National Executive
was thus caught, as it were, on the homs of a
dilemma. On the one hand, we had offered down-
right support to the SVD in UP in the light of
the peculiar circumstances in which President’s Rule
was imposed in UP with the active connivance of the
Prime Minister’s Party. And, on the other, was this
ideological issue of ceilings. A way out of the impasse
was finally found when it was decided that we would
accept the Chief Minister's invitation and permit a
member of our Party to join the Ministry but, while
doing so, we would make it clear publicly that in the
event of the SVD Government bringing forward legis-
lation to lower land ceilings, our member would quit
the Government and we would feel free to oppose the
legislation on the floor of the Assembly. At the same
time, it was also decided to request the Chief Minister
to invite two of our representatives viz., Mr. Munshi
Lal, the leader of our Group in the State Assembly, and
Mr. B. I Singh, MLA, to represent the Party in meet-
ings of the Coordinating or Advisory Committee of the
SVD so that the Party’s viewpoint in respect of various
policies could be adequately represented.

The other matter of importance considered by the
Executive was the question of the unity of nationalist
and democratic parties. The Congress(0) which origi-
nally took the initiative by its Resolution of June 28
and which we, along with the Jan Sangh, warmly
welcomed, is now dragging its feet. Naturally, mem-
bers of the Executive were unhappy and we adopted
a Resolution (published elsewhere in this issue) which
reflects this sense of disappointment.

_ This is not to mean that we have given up the effort.
The President has been authorised to pursue the mat-
ter. Meanwhile, the Executive decided that nomination
of c:nn.dulalcs for the next General Elections should
begin immediately.

mil?}':.:}l:) ;Tt;;rsl jmc it that l‘ht:‘ General Elections
mus;t ' 9 next February. While it is true that one

10t give too much credence to rumours, it does
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ine the fact that time must not be lost in prepar-
iu;? e:]::lsl:lves. Cood candidates must be fm‘:nd—the
emphasis being on the word “good”. Seven sitting MPs
and one other have already been nominated as pros-
pective parliamentary candidates. But the search for
good constituencies and candidates must now be purs-
ued with vigour. Soon after my return from De‘.lln. 1
issued a Circular calling upon State/Regional Parlia-
mentary Boards to address themselves to this task and
to let us have recommendations.

You, my friend, might have ideas in regard to good
constituencies and candidates in your own area. Why
not share them with your own office bearers? In the
selection of candidates, the views of the man on the
spot matter very much. Your views therefore, would be
invaluable to your State leadership.

The Party’s organisation needs to be geared in a
hurry and in this connection, I want to draw your
attention to a very welcome development viz., the for-
mation of a Youth Wing of the Party at the national
level at a very successful Preparatory Convention held
in Bhubaneshwar, Our Youth are today restless and
vocal; channelised in the right direction, their energies
will be an invaluable asset to the Party. I would like
you to try and get units of Swatantra Youth (for this
is the name that has been decided upon) formed in
your areas—and quickly. Anyone between the ages of
16 and 35 and accepts the principles and policies of
the Swatantra Party is welcome to be a member of
Swatantra Youth. They should be organised and guid-
ed and given work to do. I am presently preparing the
framework for the organisation of Swatantra Youth
based on recommendations made by their Preparatory
Convention, This will be issued shortly.

Another vital area of activity where attention must
be given is among Women. The Mysore Unit of the
Party must be given full marks for having recognised
the importance of a Women’s Wing of the Party. Their
Women's Wing was recently inaugurated by Mr.
Masani,

On the 29th of January, (on the eve of the National
Conyention) 1;n Bombay, Mrs. Sharayu Daftary, who
was the Party’s candidate in the election to the Maha-
rashtra Legislative Council this year has kindly agreed
to our request to shoulder the responsibility of this
meeting. May I extend to all lady readers of this Netws-
letter a warm invitation to be present at that meeting
where we hope to launch a Women's Wing of the
Party at the national level. I would suggest that
Swatantra women should write to her directly at the
National Headquarters, 143 Mahatma Gandhi Road,
Mrs. Daftary will be delighted to have your co-
Operation.

This brings me to the last item. viz., the next National
Convention. Who knows but this might be the last
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ANNEXURE

SUMMARY OF MR. MASANI'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS TO THE

MYSORE STATE CONVENTION

Inaugurating the Mysore State Convention of the
Swatantra Party in Bangalore on October 18, Mr. M. R.
Masani, the Party’s President, rejected the Ruling
Party's panaceas produced in Patna for dealing with
the massive unemployment in the country and for
lowering land ceilings.

Unemployment, said Mr. Masani, was increasing by
leaps and bounds at the end of every Five Year Plan
precisely because of the nature of the Union Govern-
ment's statist policies, involving wrong priorities and
wasteful investment, The only way to create more jobs
was to ingrease production on farms and in factories.
This could only be done by providing the necessary
incentives through the dismantling of the oppressive
structure of controls, permits and licences, the discard-
ing of inflationary policies and the reduction of
taxation. Any claim to ereate jobs otherwise was hum-
bug calculated to fool the people.

Similarly, the Swatantra Party President opposed the
proposal to reduce land ceilings which were already
low compared to countries like Iran, to which the
Prime Minister had referred in Patna, and Egypt
where they were very much higher. The farmer had as
much right to a good life as the official, professional
and business class in the cities. The ruling party was
obviously following the method practised by their
Communist mentors in Eastern Europe after World
War Il when farms were cut down to such a-small size
that they became uneconomic and this was made an
argument for collectivising the land. He had no doubt
the intentions of the Marxist Congress Party were
exactly the same. The Swatantra Party had come into
existence to defend the peasant’s land from the Nagpur
Resolution of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in 1959, It
must now rally the peasants for the defence of their
lands from those who were trying to carry out the
same policy of collective farming copied from Soviet
Russia and Communist China,

Turming to recent actions of the Union Government,
Mr. Masani observed: “If any further proof was requir-
ed of the authoritarian temper of those in power in
Delhi and the threat that this poses to our young
democracy, it has been provided by the way in which
the President of the Union has been persuaded to mis-
use his powers by reversing the decision of Parliament
on an Amendment to the Constitution concerning the
princes’ privy purses and by terminating democratic
rule in UP”,

Referring to the chequered fortunes of the effort to
create an alternative from amongst democratic and

nationalist parties and elements, Mr. Masani appealed
to the common people to take the initiative and knock
the heads of Party leaders together so that such a
consolidation might be brought about in good time
both in Parliament and outside. In making this sug-
gestion, the Swatantra Party President said he was
acting on the old adage about “appealing from Philip
drunk to Philip sober”.

The Swatantra Party had a vital role to play in saving
democracy but it could only do this effectively if its
members carried its real message to the people. In this
connection, he complimented Mr. Ganapaiah, Presi-
dent of the Mysore Unit, on the extremely vigorous
constructive work that he had been able to do, which
was an example for others to follow.

The Swatantra Party, said Mr. Masani, does not
stand for the status quo which had resulted from twenty
years’ rule by the Socialist Establishment, but for the
dismantling of the apparatus of controls, permits and
licences and liberating the vital energies of the people
working on the farms and in factories. The Party stands
for social justice for the underprivileged people of the
rural areas. The Party also stands for equality of treat-
ment to Minorities and for the protection of their rights,
Finally the Party stands for modernisation of the coun-
try on lines so successfully achieved in Japan.

“It is we who occupy the middle of the road of
ordered progress. The path proposed by Mrs. Gandhi
and her colleagues would lead the country right off the
road and into the gutter”, observed Mr. Masani.

Dealing with the suggestion made in certain quarters
that, in an effort to compete with the Prime Minister’s
demagogy, the Swatantra Party should also describe it-
self as socialist, Mr. Masani asked: “Is there any reason
why we should jump on to a sinking ship?” He pointed
how twenty years of Socialism or Statism, as he pre-
ferred to call it, had led to economic stagnation, rising
prices, increasing misery for the people, growing un-
employment and international bankruptey. Socialism,
as originally conceived, was a noble concept and he
for one still stood by its objective of moving to a free
and more equal society. The methods of Marxism
adopted by those in power in India for the last two
1:'lecades were, however, altogether outmoded and had
in fact defeated the ends of Progress and social ]‘usﬁccl
They were making socialism a dirty word.

Intelligent socialists in more advanced countries had
discarded the dead wood of Marxism and he pointed
out that the Manifesto of the German Social Democratic
Party of Mr. Willy Brandt was entirely in line with that
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