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;ﬂ"ﬁ.‘f h:;ties“. All three parties
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n January 8 the Swatantra Party
ecided _t?' ioin the alliance the

abha
onstituency”. But the slow pro-
at the first two meetings of
the four-party coordination cam.
mittee on January 16 and 17 sug-
gested that agreement on g com-
man list would not be eusy,
Although agreement was reachid
on some crucial seats, disputes
i OVer many others; and
t the end of Wednesday's meating
eared that a fairly large
umber of seats would be left open
be contested by different part-
in the alliance. en
f the week the number had been
educed, but it sn seemed un-
kely that the four-party front
uld be gble ta present a parti-
larly compact = anq cohesive
ari;em{e to the Congress (R) in
& natliamentary poll as a wh

agreed lise of candidates could
ve partially compensated for
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re atiractive than it is turning
t;b'e. E:'en the absence
of a commen programme the cons-
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Have done. The Swatantra Party
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he views of the Jana Sangh an
Swatantra on the right to property
are well known, and the former
havé stated them explicitly in its
manilesto; yet ¢the SSP has chosen

to strike a radical posture by de-
Ea}_ﬁdk'ﬁ the deletion of this right
om

e list of fundamen

es political eapital
four parties’ failure to ¥
their differences, thege
e only themselves to
rétrospect it teems that
& much more serious effort shopld
have been made at the beginning
to find &t least same common
ound between the four parties.
EIENces may be irre-
ucible, but a statement of mini-
um common aims could have
en formulated without introduce '
these controversia) issues. To
d such an identity of bésic in- |
terésts with the SSP would per-
haps have peen difficult, but surely |
there is much common ground |
between the fundamenta| policy
jeclives of the Congress i
watanira and Jana Sangh 4%}
¥ highlighting this identity of




