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next five years. Judging by comments
in the Indian and world Press. one
would have thought, however, thatan
event of earth.shaking proportions had.

just ocecurred. &
eferred to “the
overwhelming majotity of the Indian

voters who had given Mrs Gandhi a
firm mandate." ; writer in the Sun-
dﬂh SuNndnran observed: wlﬂli:t ;;'lect;g
of the New Congress can
cribed as fantastic,”” Mr Raj Mohan
Gandhi, in Himmat, came to the con-
elusion: “The Indian people have
given her (Mrs Gandhi) a massive
Iﬂ-m;y Her majority is thundering.
':'he oviel, Prime Minister, Mr Kosy-
n, obvipusly delighted, iz reported
have described it as a “historic
vietory." Finally, the heroine of the
drama, speaking in the Central Hall
of Parliament on March 18, capped it
all by saying. “The entire people vot-
ed for a direction in which they want
the country to go."”

SENSE OF PROPORTION

In any attempt at reviewing the re-
cent elections and their implications,
it is important that we =hould get our
facts tight and mainfain some sense
of proportion. The need for doing so
would agpur to be urgent, judging
by the kind of comments which have
just been quoted.

How accurate are these descriptions
about what the Indian people are sup-
osed to have done? As it happens,
he Election Commission of India have
an altogether different story to tell,
The official figurés show that, of the
entire electorate, unlly 54817 cast
| their votes Of these only 43 645 voted
for the Prime Minister and her Party,
which means that only 23.91% of the
lectoratedvoted for the ruling Party,
‘o over-simplify a little, of every four
Indian men and women who had the
wote, one voted for the Prime Min-
ister, one voted for other parties,
and the remaining two did not votie
at all. It will be seen, therefore, that
the hyperbole 20 widely indulged in
appears to be somewhat inappropriate
for what turns out on examination to

be a somewhat pedestrlan perform.
ance.

Mrs Indira Gandbi's vote of 43%
as also the number of seats obtained
by her in Parliament, are not com.
Ennhle with the magnitudes achisved

v her father and even he, let us re-
call, got only 48% and 45% of the
Eopular vote at the earlier elections
ut never a popular majority: Mrs
Gandhi got only 3% more than the
i.-gta% of the undivided Congress in

I seem to recall that Mr Eric da
Costa of the Indian Institute of Pub-
lie Opinion had, before the election,
forecest more or less what has hap-
Fenetl He had said that the rulin

arty and the four-party Front ha
fach roughly a third of the electorate
tw't:_md them. Whoever got anoiher
3.20;":: Sul‘; anthl:z g:miruz vote would
! e Lal A i i
?&“r B Rl bha Tl.s is_ex

r* Gandhi's vote went up to 43%,
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BY M. R MASANI
Andevmhodygﬂm ¢ Duke,
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last?
little Peterkin.

“Why, that T cannot tell," said he,

“But 'twas a famous victotz; 5/:

Undoubtedly, the widesprea
conception shout the nature of the
election results has been caused by
the fact that the ruling %%nzs:‘ii:
managed to get as many as
oul of 520 !nlml the Lok Sabha. The rea-
son for ﬂﬂx is that, when we drafted
our Constitution,-we took from the
British a somewhat archaic and out
of date electoral system. The Consti-
tuent Assembly of India, when draft-
ing the Constitution adopted, despite
my own humble efforts to the con-
trary, the single member constituency
and the candidate "first passed the

ost” winning the election, rather
ike a race-horse.

When there are two or two-and-a
half parties as in England, this sys-
teni. crude as it is, works tolerably
well But where, as in India, it is
combined with the existence of half
a dozen parties, it makes a mockery
ot democracy. For 20 vears now, India
has been riled by Governments with
a powerful majority in Parliament,
not one of which ever got 50% of the
votes polled at any election. Millions
of votes for parties which do not man-
sge to earry a particular constituency
sre wasted and remain unrepresented
in Parliament, while many winning
candidates in the Lok Sabha do not
get more than 25, 30 or 35% of the
votes cast in their constituency.

To rfli“ one or twp examples of the
distortion of the popular will that
takes place, it is only necessary to
recall that in the 1960 elections to the
Bengal Legislative Assembly, the
CP (Marxist) polled 18.86% of the
vote and got 80 seats, while the un-
divided Congress Party of that time
go]lud 41.1% of the vote and got only
5 geats! In Tamil Nadu, on this
occasion, the DMK-led Progressive
Front in the Assembly Elections poll-
ed 52.78% of the vote and won 209
seats of the 234 Assembly seats
whereas the Democratic Front of the
Congress (0) and Swatantra polled
3665% of the vote and got only 21

seats.

P. R.
_1f, in the recent Parliamentary elec-
tions. we compare the number of

votes polled by the ruling Congress
Party and the Swatanira Party and
the number of seats obtained by each
of them in the Lok Sabha, we find
that it took the Congress (R) 180,444
votes to get one M.P. elected, while
it took the Swatantra Party 553.683
votes to get a seat—or more than
three times as many! It is to avoid
this kind of distortion of the popular
will that various systems of Propor-
tional Representation have been in-
vented and form part of most of the
Constitutions which have been draft-
ed in the twentieth century.
_ One of the variants of this system
is known as the List System, in which
the whole country is treated as one
constituency and the elector votes for
one or other Party list which is pub-
lished in advance. The seats are then
divided between the parties in pro-
portion to_the number of votes cast
for each Party list. If this system,
S _DEg H 0 [«
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used here during the recent General
Elections, the new Lok Sabha would

have heen entirely different in com- |

position and balance, The Congress
(R} would have gol only 228 seais,

the Congress (0) 53, the Jan Sangh
37, the CP(M) 26, the CPI 25, Swa-

tantra 14, SSP 12, PSP 5, and Inde-

pendents and others the rest. Tn the

resull, the Prime Minister would have
ot only six seats more than what sha
ad prior to the dissolution and

would not have heen rema
“!,_'aiimmr anless the Aad T
‘e '@ form a coalitio

MRS GANDHI'S MAJORI

she |

slon while giving due weight to
e Minister's advice.
When all is said, I;owam
remains that the Prime - has
managed to secure a vote of ¢ he
“dence from a large minority of the
electorate, that the osition '
has failed tg df somm otar:tl: t: :
sequénce, she has the p
this country, for good or ill, for tha
ne ve years. P
ere has been a'ﬂut deal of
speculation regarding reasons for
the outcome of theze elections. sohn:
of the discussion on this question
straved into somewhat esoteric fiel
and into the realm of witcheraft. I
would prefer to confine myself to
pure] %political factors. After all, fo
get » of the votes cast is not such
a startling achievement as to nee
any magical explanation! There were
undoubtedly two or three important
factors that were at work, There was
the cult of personality, which has al-
ways been very strong in a country
like ours. There was the use of money
ower, in proportions bevond auqrr.:
ing we have known since Indepe
dence. There was block voting by
Muslims, Harijans and women.
NO ALTERNATIVE
Above all, there was the absence
of a credible alternative which would
ensure stability to the country It
was this which, in my view, practical-
ly elinched the elections and give the
Prime Minister the extra 10% of
votes which went her way and gave
her success This 15 not a matter of
hindsight; some of us had foreseen
this quite early. My own party had
consistently argued for a principled
approach and against attempts to
“topple” Mrs Gandhi. Nearly nine
months back, speaking in the Lok
Sabha on a motion of no confidence
on July 28, 1970, 1 observed:
“You cannot fight something with
nothing, You have got to fight
something with something better.
1 do not want to remove Gan-
dhi until T can put in her place a
better Prime Minister and a better
Government. I do not want to
bring chaos to the Centre as there
was chaos in the States of North-
ern India under ‘the SVD. We,
therefore, want an alternative Gov-
ernment to come into existence
before we can remove this Govern-
ment”, :
It is a sad commentary on the com-
promises that are inevitable in poli-
tical life that the party of which I
was the head participated in exactly
the course of action that we had con-
mltfentl!!ly ruled out earlier.
Eré Was ever an exa
how not to formi a Front to ’%’fﬁf g
election, here was a classical mode]
rovided to students of history. The
une 28, 1970, Resplution of the
AICC(O), with which the whale
effort started, was followed by six
months of interminable delay, &ckgh
Ing and vacillation on the part of the
leaders of the very party whieh had
_inviled others to ,]mn inthe Alliance
Finally, when at ast it was decided
to make the necessary announcement
on January 3, 1871, by which time the
if;flll?jll;hﬁingtea _ihad! already seized the
i ¢ dissolvin i
the Stsmecsmtily choctned ol
at ;
described by a Delh] newcpr et oy

ike a demolition sguac i !
the *Grand A!liannegolamt!",' The Pre
sident of : the

the Congress (0)
Jan Sangh were samel:u-sv pei:'guidl'd

on the spot fo drop the com
gramme which provided it o
of principle to the ?ronlu“ ¥ i

| #aty declining to
2o along with this
mh. Parary 8 Provided the Swa.
out But arty with an option to keep
ey faced with an eleventh hour
18 in Madras - that. half a loaf  wWas
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stand out fIn the
artizle. Indla is chﬁ‘d with in-
Easy Pa n's affairs
terfe in kil
ma)c;r
the Chinese attack is
nst qtrlr soviet Union—a
point underlined by a dig at the
Soviet Union for {ts intervention
in Czechoslovakia
“The People's Daily has signified
Chiness support for Islamabad in
the following words; “The C
nese Government and peaple will
always vehemently support  the
Pakistan Government and penpls
{in their just struggle for sale-
guarding mnatinnal indenendence
and State Eoyvercigniy and against
foreign aggressinn and Inferfer.
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Time ToSpeak Up,
Says U.K. Paper

LONDON. April 12—The Dhser-
wer, pommenting on the happén-

47-8605)

Ings in East Bengal. vesterday

isful men the world over!

RSCGAN

warned thal the “difficulties nf any
practical International action to
nrevent limit ot settle a civil war
are notarious” savs OOPT It added:
“Vistnam Is an aweful warning of
just that”

In i editorial entitled “Time to
sofak up” the paper sald now that
the full gravity of the situation in
Eatt Benga' ia apparent, there
seems snmething horrifving about
eantiitiued lack of anv serious In-
ternational effort at mediation
there “1t 1 In sirikinz contrast
with the siccesafyl eMort made be
the UUN Seeurlty Councll backed
by Russis and the USA to gettle
the war betweesn Pakistan and
India in TOR5

very different because the present
war ran be claimed by Pakistan as
an internal, not an international ma-
tter, « Bul the kind of appez] already
made by Presiden! Padgoarny to the
President of Pakistan fnr modera-
tion and a negnlisted settlement
might carry more weight if made
by the whale Security Counei® in-
cludine its other permanent mem-
bers. the USA Britain and France.
No doubt such an appeal hac al-
ready been made by the British
and American Governments orl-
valely [t mace now be time for
quiet diplomarcy 1o be supplement-
ed by a public geclaration”, the
Observer said.
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“The tegal position 1s of course, K

the ext
Peking could make th
supporting East Benga
Qur Special Representative adds:
In 3 midnight broadecast on Mon-
day, monitored in Calcutta. Peking
Radio nbliquely referred to the
evenls in Bangla De in s
“weekle review of international
evepts”. The main point that the
radio highlighted was Indian
tarference in Pakistan’s _internal
evenis” No! 2 word was sdid about
Pakistan Radio’s claim_ that the
Prime Minister, Mr Chou En-lai

=

Soviet President.

e
ities’ allegations

about the latfer's inte

n" 1t also
Mr

note 1o General Yahya
the latter’s reply ta the
UNT adds: Governmig
today swid that they ha
formation about any ur
nesg froop movements
dia’s north-eastern fro
The sources were com
reparts in a section of
Lﬁou\ Chinese iroop o
a follow-up of the
nese support fo Presic
Khan on the Bangla D

“Eagt Pakista

Aid Body To Send
Mobile Hospitals

NEW DELHI, April 13. — The
Bang'a Desh Assistance Commit-
tee announced today that it had
arranged lo send five mobile hos-
pitaly tw attend to refusees pour-
ing in from across the border.
reports "

Reports received by the com-
mittes, wh'ch has been sel up
here to coordinate relief measures
at the all.Ind'a level, say thous-
ands of refugees have been com-
ing in through various border
poinis They require immediite
medical attention. 1

Miss Padmaja Naldu, viee-chalr-
man of the committee, lold re-
poriers that the mobile health care
un'ts would operate on “our side
of the border” Three of them are
being sent 1o the Benzal border
and one each 10 Assam and Tri-
pura.

Migs Naidu sa:d fhat each hos-
pital wauld be manned by three
doctors besides attendants and
nurses adds UNI The hospitals
would operate rnund-rhe-clngﬁ mn
the border areas in three shifty of
eight haurs eacn

Miss Naidu said shat Ind'an Red
Cross and Saint John's Ambulance
had assured the commilles that
the aperation of the committee at
the borders for relief tu the vic-
tims would be supervized by jhese
arganizations,

She saild that recruliment for the
noble cause would alsa be made
locallv, with the asssisnce of the
Red Crozs and Indian Madical As-
snziation under the supervision of
the membert of the criumtiee.
She added thnat the rommitiee
ad =0 far received only Re 30000,
including Rx 50000 donated by the
Union Toursm and Civ.l Aviation
Minister. Dr Karan Singh,

Meanwhile, the All Ind:a
Women's Conference 1odavy decided
to donate one amoulance to the
commitier in be sen’ fo the narder
areag to help the refudess from
East Bengal

Meanwhile. the Rajasthan Cabi-
nel taday declded to contribute

Rs 10 lakhs to provide relisf toa D

the refu

Dash,
The Chief Minister. M

Lal Sukhad'a. !a.'de the 3 '}13:::

Sabha that i1 had also been decid-

ed to establish a 400-bed mahile

Controversy At CPI
Council Meeting

By Our Special Representati
The CPI's West Bengal Cout::it
ot B hhﬂuﬂnﬁ-ﬂgv snaxinn in Cal.
e nri.rfr; av A

manlrnyerey
In th 1
the pariv's e Coanmel)

ress

gees coming from Bangla

Ve rpme

o have led many tn think

its nolleies  have no

corrert A faction which h‘ b?ﬁ:?
about the c"._PIc Vx "sectarian and
'lh-'l'ﬂnl'urht line, maintaine that

& parly needs 1o be “m s
?‘lﬂ- h&ﬁ)bﬁ‘lﬁ'hgr! ro.
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e

surgieal hospital for k
the refugees

He said all the men
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CHAGLAH
COORDINA
COMMITTI

NEW DELHI, April

tiona! Coordipation

for Bangla Desh. repre
minent  politieal pa
lormed today under

manship of Mr M, C.
ports UN] The B
Minister, Mr Karpool

is the working chairr
commitiee and Prof S
the convener-gecretary,

The commitiee, wit
ters at Calcutta, will
ches at Delhi and Bo

Prof Guha told rep
the commitiee would s
3 pational convention
to make all effor
assisthnee and  reld
ple of Bangla Desh,

Prof Guha said botl
Soviet Union should |
diate cecognition to |
Bangzla esh  Gove|
siart a diplomatic ¢
support of Bangla De
ed upon the East Eu
tries and other Com
tries including Cuba.
mediate recognition
the Swadhin Bangla
ernment.

The committee also
pealed to the Ceylol
ment to put an Imme
the use of {ts natiogal
Paklstanl troops.

Among the oOthér
members af the co1
Mr N. G Gou{.’ Mri

r V. K i

Subagh Singh, Mr
Prof Hiren Mukh
Mody, Mr Prak
Mr Atal Behagi
Geor{e Fernand
Manipur Chief
Singh.

The Natlonal F
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«'rmr has broadly happened
a result of the recent

men elections is &
some ways we have ﬁm back 'I:nnc
days of Mr Jawahar Nﬁhmm:
Pri.me Minister turned this into :
thing of a Presidential election. It
was she, and not her somewh "
nymius undjdiﬁe.lw!}g fought you

constitue; vel.

trait that faced yours on the walls.

On the night of March 1, after the
voting in Rajkot was over, whenﬁld-
dressing an eve-of-the- meeting
for a colleague in the neighbouring
constituency of Surendranagar, I was
asked: “Who will win in Rajkot—
you or Mr Ghanashyam Oza? I
answered quite truthfully:
question is: who will win in 2
Mrs Indira Gandhi or myself?” _

A GAIN

The implications and consequences
during the next few vears of this
turn in Indian. politics are likely to
be both far-reaching and crucial. One
good thing, however, that emerges
from these elections is that there can
be no more alibis or excuses for
what the Union Government does or
does not do. The Prime Minister has
a majority, a very convincing one, in
Parliament. Whatever che does now
will be of her own free will and can-
not be explained away by saying it
was done to nlease this or that party
or element. It is a gain that the new
Government is so clearly accountable
to the people of India. In the months
and vears to come, this will have
ite iImpact on the eourse of events.

The basic tacks before this coun-
try and this Government are two-

fold—one political and the other eco-. |

nomic. The political task is to restore
law and order and to protect the
lives and liberties of the people. par-
ticularly in West Bengal. Alongside
of this must come the restoration of
" some discipline, the absence of which
we see in every department of our
national life and of which the
swretched and interminable disruption
of JAC services has been a symbol
for some time now. According to the
Chief Lahour Commissioner, the num-
ber of man-davs lost in India in 1870
owing to strikes and lock-outs reached
an alltime record of 19 million man-
days. a rise by as much as three and
a half times in the last decade. There
are thousands of people who voted
for Mrs Indira Gandhi not becausas
thev agreed with her policies but be-
cause, in the absence of an alter.
native, thev thought she would pro-
vide stability. They will demand that
this political task of restoring order
and discipline be now performed.

The economic task is how to pull
this country out of the morass into
which it has landed as a result of 20
vears of bad policies and planning.
In particular, this will resolve iteelf
into two specific challenges—to secure
stahle pr_‘lcos and larger emplovment
aoportunities. Neither of these objec-
g:}‘tsi 53:1 heﬁ achieved without 1ip.

ensed production of agriev
and industrial goods and sﬁ?\cli:'le?rﬁ
Is good that, in a speech in Parlia.
:::;:i::’&\pt;ﬂ 2 IT:!e Irl’:-i?e Minister

tione e need for higher
St i, Al 1 fo'Be
y or
the rmnlfcnﬁo!l: ’ 'Y Khrtliion

We cannot a5 o pation profuce
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No Scope For Alibis Or Excuses—lII

By M. R MASANI il

more unless we work harder ess
We cave and invest more, and unless
we show ter ‘enterprise. The
“German uced

magical process but pre-
cisely by hard work, enterprise,
ings and investment. Some years
after World War II had ended, the
new Government in West Germany
had to publish a “communiqué
against work fury” which, in all ser1-
ousness, advised emplioyers and work.
ers not to work toe h because it
was bad for the health of the %21:-
munity. There is, of course, no -
er of Mrs Gandhi or her successors
title ihaév;inl to 1ssue any such
communiqué!

People work harder if hard work
is rewadrded. Ilf hh'rd work 1_1: ::!t:;-
couraged, e become mo f
Siml]gl‘l}‘. 3331; take more risks and
show more enlerprise if enterprise 1s
rewarded, If, as has happened only
too often in India, enterprise is

unished. if ‘a discount is placed on
Ennest investment and a premium on
slackness and the enjoyment of mono-

poly provided by a system of permits
and licences, then savings, invest-
ment and enterprise dry up. Basical-

ly, economic and planning poli-
cies in India have deprecated hard
work, honest enterprise and saving
while putting a premium on laziness,
tax evasion and the making of the
quick rupee by obtaining licences and
ermits and evading competition. Un-
ess the basic economic policies of
the Socialist Establishment of the last
20 years are radically changed, we
as a nation cannot be expected to be-
come a more hardworking, enter-
prising or prosperous people.

o
* The big gquestion, therefore, is
/whether the new Government will
have the courage to go in for an al-
most complete reversal of the dizas-
trous Statist policies which have
failed for the last two decades. We
should await an answer to this ques-
tion with an open mind. Soon the
sound of cheers will recede in the
distance and the flowers in the gar-
lands will wither away. But “the poor
we always have with us”, and we are
likely to have them for many many
years to come. Unless the expecta-
tions that have been aroused through
an appeal to mass envy during tge
recent elections are met by more
food and more of the comforts of
life, those suffering from privation
and poverty can hardly be blamed if
they turn sour or angry.

A WARNING

It would be a mistake to believe
that, at that point, those who have
been misled and let down will turn
automatically to appreciate the wvir.
tues of middle-of-the-road liberal de-
mocracy or of competitive enterprise,
It is just as likely, indeed more
likely, that in their ignorance they
will become even more bloody-mind-
ed and “Bolshy". The sweeping aside
of Mrs Gandhi in such circumstances
may lead to even more chaotic eon-
ditions, It was none else than Pro-
fessor Harold Laski who referred to
the “idolization of leaders who might

later be mercilessly attacked as the '

Incarnation of evil” as part of the

nlnrmal behaviour of Communists all
over the world”, Mrs Indira Gandhi
might well ponder over that thought
and the warning it contains for her.
" The real crisis is not now upon us.

he real crisis caused by these elec.

tions may come a couple of ye
from now. It is against that day
those who love freedom and free
stitutions have t.: plﬁ gﬂ 8
A massive cam th !
cation is what fmiﬁi' needs. “Educa
our masters” was the old B !
maxim. We politicians have
failed to perform this task.
1 have a feeling that it is not the
political parties of today—ce
not under their present
—who are going to liberate the coun-
from the Statist strait-jacket or
the mounting threat of chaos. I be-
lieve that, when a leadership has
failed, it should step aside and make
way for younger, fresher and more
dynamic elements to take over. It is
a sound principle of administration—
whether in eivil, military, political or
business life—that, when a disaster
overtakes a country, army Or OT
zation, the men at the helm should
step aside and hand over power to
those uncommitted to the mistakes
of the past who may be able to re-
suscitate the organization and bring
it again on top. That is why 1 have
stepped down from the presidentship
of the Swatantra Parl:yy,

LEADERSHIP

But where is this new leadership
to come from except from among the
rapks of the citizens? Here the record
of our intelligentsia and of our
business class leaves a great deal to
be desired. Im so far as providing
natural leadership and solidarity to
those less educated and less prosper-
ous than themselves is concerned
there has been, since the birth of
independent India, a lamentable ab-
sepce of what the
“grass roots democracy”. For too
many of us, democracy consists of
five-yearly elections after which th
may subside into somnolence, grumbl-
ing and querulous complaints. Demo-
cracy is dav-to-day vigilance and day-
to-day fight for the basic freedoms of
the people, against corruption and
misgovernment, arbitrary action and
tyranny. Whatever view one
take of the results of the elections
the problem comes back to each
p;s and what we are going to do about
it.

Sometimes we set an alarum clock
to wake us in the morning but we fail
to respond because we are too sleepy.
Too many of us have been like that
in India these past years. There has
b:eer.g the alarum of unemplovment
ringing louder every year, since un-
employment has been
each Five Year Plan,
slept through it. There has been the
alarum of inflation and rising '
but we have managed to sleep through
that also. There has been the alarum
of indiscipline which we sce in every
walk of our national life. That too we
have accepted and managed to slet
through. There has been, particularly
i(I‘l r:elien;fllal, the alarum of.

nce where innocent peo
heen  butchered in hgnagle m
light, but too many have slapt
through that also. And now one
can hear the alarum of national dis-
aster and the end of freedom ri
loudly. Judging by the concern beln
expressed about the country’s presen
plight and its future, I helieve thers
are thousands upon thousands of men
nndnw:rn;n in { l’ts E%I.:::tl‘ﬁ; who hear

- estion is w )
Mmgos‘hnﬁtit. il s

(Concluded)
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leadership

Americans call

increasing with
but we have

vio- |




gple feeing Dacca in panic
th their meagre belongings
fer wanton killing and des-
jetion  of property by the
Paklistanl Army.
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U.S. OFFICIALS FEEL ..:

No Danger Of Imminent
Intervention By China

UN. HQ, April 14—US. offi-
clals tend to discount any dang®s
of imminent Chinese intervention
despite the Premier. Mr Chou En:
1al's strong support 1o Islamabad
and pledge of help against India,
reparts PTI

The general reaction at the
UN to the Chinese statement has
heen that despite all Itg talk and
gibes againgi Moscow for betray.
ing “proleterian revolution
China, too when 1t comes 0
choosing between ldeological aims
and State alms behaves llke &
grest power and is willing to sac-
rifice ideclogy

The US. view lg apparently
based onh an assessment that the
Chinese are “usually long on
words and <hort on action™ and
alsg on the view that New Delni
{tself hms bheen acting with great
eaution and moderation in a very
difficuly situation

Press reports from India and

Sudan Asks Pakistan

To Use Restraint

NEW DELHI, April 14.—Sudan
has asked Pakistan to exercise
"restraint and wisdom and avnld
bloodshed™ in an apparent reler-
ence to the events {n East Bengal
reports PTL.

Addressing a gatbering on Na-

tional Unity Day at Khartoum re-

cently. President Nlmeri sald:
“We in revolutionary Sudan &are
regretiully watching eventy in
friendly Pakistan

"We call ypon Pakistanil people
to exercise restraint and wisdom
and avoid bloodshed We desire
Integrity and unity of natlons to
dispel Imperialigt plots againsi de-
veloping nalions We s¥ympathize
with the plight of the people In

| brotheriy Pakistan™

For tube light
ube |g

from reporters travelling from
india into East Pakistan all tes-
t'fv =0 far thal “there have beer. no
syétematic or large-scale supplies
of Indian arms" to Bangla Desh

A despateh in the Washing-
ton  Post speaks of ex-
treme caution and moderation
shown by Mrs Indira Gandhi.
partly because of her landslide

election vietnry The despaich also

brings ot the fact that Muslim
leaders in Indja have reacted to
West Pakistan! masfacres In_ the
east “by maintaining a silence
that has been eonspicudus”

SEND ARMS TO
BANGLA DESH

Thakur Reiterates
Earlier Plea

PATNA. April 14.—The Chief
Minister of Bihar. Mr Karpoor!
Thakur, yesterday #ressed the
neéd for helping the people of
Bangla Desh with arms and
ammunition. reports PTL

Addreszsing a meeting at the
Bihar Hindi Sahitya Bhawan. Mr
Thakur, who hag already paid
several visits to the border areas,
sald: “If we want Bangla Desh
o remain independent, free from
the clutches of dictatorship. we
must help itg people with arms
which are thelr zreatest need”™

He urged writers and posls to
help the people of Bangla Desh
by writing in (favour of their
struggle for freedom and demo-
eracy

Mr Subnas Chandra Sarkar,
editor of the Searchlight, lent sup-
port to the Chief Minister's plea
and sald that India must alsn
recognize the Provisional Govern-
ment of Bangla Desh

Poet Rajendrs Prasad Singh
said India should not hesitage to
recognize the Government of
Bangla Desh now sinee the Provi-
slonal Government had already
be#n announced i

Kumar Vimal, well-known
Hindi -writer and directar of the
Bihar Rashirabhasa Parishad, and
several other speakers expressed
FIT;:RHFE‘j;npn1E

Mr akur slso appealed t
people of Biha, i!\'\?'glﬁ],g:[,'l? "‘:;
fsnful”’ 25000 nlrras . of calliveea
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