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. The resounding electoral triumph of

Congress (R) hag thoroughly confounded
Mrs. Gundhi's eritics and demoralised op-

 position leaders, who, only the other day,

were prophesying the utter rout of the
Ruling Congress. The realities of the

~ changing situation must be truly gailing 1o
- Mrs. Gandhi's critics.

| quite recently we have bad a conti-
%ﬁwquf ominous forebodings of instability,

er {ragmentation of party politics, economic

J tlon and even A break-up of the Govern-
n In the middle of the election campalgns,

ﬁt &':nnn;rdip. this flow turned inlo a torrent.

eveni nothing of the kind has happened.
i

being wrecked, the Ruling Con-
ne through the ordeal a8 hale and
once was in the bey-day of Nehru,
F can it be derided as & {aree, & Tump
fon. If reality there is, it is that the
today hes recapiured s glorious (mage
jest—and now perhaps the only—nationel

. For Mrs, Gandhi who hes witnessed four

jeellent momnoons, the success at (he polls s
almost akin t another bumper harvest. For, it

3. she who look the plunge daringly. spearhead-
ed the national campalgn gamely and literally
_gatrled her not oo well-knit organisation on her
ilders,

Many factors, some positive and some nega-
tive, contributed to the utter rout of the opposi-
tion alliance, reducing some parties to the status
of nonentities,

One factor was the characrer of a snap poll,
which has all the elements of surprise, but decid-
edly tilts the balance of advantagé emanating
from cholce and timing in favour of the Ruling
party.

Secondly. the shon period of campaign
thwarted any massive organised effort, including
mobilisation of resources, and rendered well-nigh
impossible the kind of diréct personal contacts
between the candidates and the constituents which
eonuré rapport and voiés. Every candidate has
had to contend, on an average, with a millioa
constitvents, mostly far-flung!

MISALLIANCE

b TI;: third r:;clnr of significance was the déci-
sion of some of the oppaosition parties 1o [

an alliance to fight Mrs. Gandha‘.ﬂ In m: uq::t.
the alliance became a misalllance, and whers
ft wan not so, it looked palently opportunistic 10
:{n :'rtra.j'e m:;r who shied away from the nega-
Wist propaganda of some pari]

g ) parties bordering at

The apposition parties were ale

W i
assuming that the sociely m i AT

Yarge was un-

[}

i 4 that it disfavoured new ideas.
%ho.l:ﬁn'l.n ':Im mature and kpow their minds.
Since almos! ont-half of more of the volers can
be categorised =y young people. their patiern
of wnting would probably appear to be more
uninhibited in charzcter and in favour of change.

.:nnlher factor in favour of the Ruling
Congress was the continved prospecily of 1he
agriculturist: better Yields, and higher incomes.
suslwined partly by price support measares, which
have all opencd up new visias of change to the
vural society. [n the urban areas, too, the wage
concessions, soclal securily measures and othér
governmeéntal initintives must be counted as
factors in the ultimate reckoning.

A feature in the poll that is worth mention-
ing is the resounding vote of the poor, casie-
less and others in the low-income groups, all

-
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of which appesr 1 have solidly voted for
Mrs, Gandhi and her parly. This was essentially
the vole of the have-nots and it went for Mos.
Gandhi's promise of a belter tomorrow.

The fact remains that the Ruling Congress
was the only party which was led by & person
who had developed & charlsma, the image and
the consummale political skill necessary 1o win an
elagtion. Other parties did not have Mrs. Gandhi
and none had a cheoce of asserting any record
or effort for popular appeal. The phalanx on
the opposite side misread their own prejudices
and even mistook them for popular opinion.
Henee tfiey banked heavily on a massive assault
on Mrs, Gandhi's image, one which was destined
to misfire, and did <o.

THE PORTENTS

The success of the Ruling Congress i
series of by-elections that prenidtd t?:fs :r:gntl!i:'eg
general elections should have been & pointer 1o
all concerned. For one reason or mnother, the
opposition parties preferred to minimise the slgni-
ficance of the Ruling Congress party's run of
tuccesses, though 1o shrewd observers, even the

defeat of Mr. T. N, Singh m Mani jed i
pre gt ram carried irs

Mrs, Gandhi shrewd!

¥ beamed he
on the theme of economi o nngn

¢ development, modern.

isation, socialism and @ changing age. He
niques and style measured clmeﬁ- 10 ];,;‘]::;
expectations, Not for her the old

: baul iea:
the controversial and combustible ailie cries:

: insues w
sidetracked or glossed over, and whers M:ul::::

b

m—

ind the sweeping

—as, for example, on the issue
__assurances were forthcomin
The privy pursés issue provide
her call 1o defeat vesiiges of
vel, she could appear 1o be
carry conviction that expraprii
sion of wealth and propérly ¥
mind.,

None in the opposilion p
this sweep, or eéven come ol
pledges and promises because
semblance of confidence of {
‘The lone exception wus the ]
had its own platform. an éfil
and youthful leadership. But
victim of the misalliance in sa
was swamped in places and Ui
alllance became a liability elsew
lv, Mr. Minoo Masani has himi
the so-called grand allinnce hag
the deleal of some of the opp
including himself,

This election Was noléwar
many prominent business men
the fray. If you cannol conven
s, #n old sayving, And busing
had many complaints agains! the
legislation is enucted nnd “compli
gresumahly felt ihat they sho
arliament.  Yeét, the vote has
jected this strategy. and mos!
defeated by large margins at 1

POLARISATION

. An intetesiing outcome of 1t
is ith'! 'imobllmhi\'e termination ¢
political polarisation, whic

1969, The Ruling t.‘.unare.?\.ng
once again becomes a huge pla
gress  always was  with  muy)y
groups, lobbies. ideologues angd
PSP with which the Ruling ¢
sought an adjustment hus been v
odl. The SSP hax also 1eken ¢
with somé giant tragedies. T
have alse been laid low,

Democracy thrives on disse
of the opposition parties. A lan
the ruling party with a grossly u
tion fragmented into small units
ducive to a lively system of ¢hec
::;e uﬁﬂu:u, z':llllinsl. this, 1k

the twrbulent ele

defeat) is bound 1o mnkeml'l'&nehu
sober and responsible and it ma
- adop! i constructive appronch
| discussians,  Besides, with the ree

Ruling Congress as a massive par
{ diverse shades of opinion may
i forum for debate and inner-p;

In many ways, Mrs, Gandt
squals that of Her father. She
onger be haunted by the spec
She gfs one mare opportenity
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i r ights
the iy of propéerty T§
hecomis 10 allay [lears.

provigd 2 touchpaper in
fliges o an old ers and
I he suave rn;?urﬂ‘l“:?
pxpropralion or s -
op'ln_rf:-er: fur from her

ssition party could maich
come mi With aitrachive
ecause one even gave (he
cé of ¢oming 1o POWEr.
s the Jana Sangh Iwh.uh
. an eficient organisation
p. Bitit loo became &
& in safar as its identity
and (@ characier of the
iy elsewhere. Significani-
has himsell confessed that

unce hm heen a factor in §

the oposition candidates

notewothy also because
bss men decided to enter
it conver them, join them
d businks men who have
§ainst tht manner in which
id ‘complexities introduced,
hey should be heard in
fole hat by and large, re-
nd mod of them wére
gins al the polls,

'ON

bme of the election results
ination of the process of
thich nomimally began in
ATCSY, 21 3] now emerges,
_h.'.:;e rl'_. orm that Con-
th  multifarions interests,
wes and inpocents. The
Ruling Congress initially
i been very nearly wiped
D taken some hig koocks

Ediet. The Communists
B,

on dissen; and v

landslids +
Wrossly weakensd
dall units cappg,
B of checky gng
this, (he !
| 1 exclusion of
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govern in the Irue sense of the term, She has
no need to tack and temporise, seek the line of
least resistance, opt for populist sops, make illue
sory commitmen:s, In fact, she has the chance
now to show the public the differcnce belween
non-Government and Government, and fulfil the
hope of pulling India through its difficult pariod
and bring it back on 1o the rails of modernisation

and progress,

Mrs. Gandhi also has the opportunity of
making the Government powerful enough to
pssert and thus unify the nation. Her case has

now real plausibility and the question is: Will
her plans and programme have it in egual mea-
sureé? The resurgence of the Congress after the
long decline and the abrupt disinic tlon al 1969
should be an occasion for policy reorienfation
and better party and Government management.

The unmistakable pro-Congress lide has ale
ready ‘posed a threat 1o the loosclv-tied UP Gave-
ernmeni as also the opposition Governments in
Orissa and Mysore and, in time. vaps Rihar,
The battle Is over; now is the time 10 give a
shape 10 the ideas and plans 10 provide a resson-
able income to the people, create more jobs, 1o
promole investment and production and make
economic and social change real and meaning-

ful to the millions who have pinned their faith
on the leadership




