' THE Swatantra Party’s decision
b0 Join the’ N&t{o_nng Democratic
Front will be welcomed not only
by those who see the need for a
Hange of Goversment but o
by many others anxious to see
| some clarity restored to the coun-
«try's party politics. The direction
of Mrs Gandhi's policies has been
clear ever since the Congress split:
a continued monopoly of power by
manoeuvre, and by the use of the
existing administrative authority
for political ends. To remain in
power, her Government has be-
come increasingly authoritariamy
and, to give a semblance of demo-
cratic sanction to this increasing
dictatorial practice, the Prim
Minister has been trying to beguile
the public with promises of social-
istic participation. Inevitably, she
has to seek her political support
from parties whose socialistic con-
gcience can readily reconcile itself
ith a steady diminution of demo-
atic freedom, Hence an opportun-
c combination of radical
etoric .and authoritarian pract-
e. but, however opportunistic, its
aracter ig clear. The Prime Min-
r's opponents, on the other
d, have hitherto failed to dis«
lay an equal clarity of purpose in
presenting a combined democratic
challenge to her clever but
pernicious strategy. With the form-
ation of an alliance of all the
major democratic parties a clear
hallenge has at last been posed.
Admittedly, the challenge would
ave been much more effective if
he parties in the alliance could
gree on a common programme, Mr
JMasani was entirely right in in-
sting on one; as he pointed out
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have harmed the interests it has.
in common with its present part-
ners, even though these interesls
be spelled out in posit-
ive terms, Mr Masani would
naturally be happy if efforts were
made even at this stage to formul-
ate an-agreed programme, but he
recognizes that this may not
easy. An awareness of “the total-
ity of circumstances” has natural-

ly persuaded him not to make his
party’s enfry into the alliance con- '
ditional on the evolution of a
common programme, So long as the
associating parties keep their
fundamental aims  above their
sectarian or tactical interesis, a
e i R
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as Mr Masani himself has pointed
out, successful coalitions have
been formed even in the absence
of prior - agreement on common
policl_es. In any case, a major un-
certainty has been removed and,
thereby, a big step has been taken
towards the consolidation of deme-
cratic forces. Clearly, Mr Raja-
gopalachari’s wise counsel has
bee:} largely responsible for his
realistic .understanding. As for
ears that the
ilateral adjustments with the

I (M), Swatantra's presence in
he alliance will be an additional

SSP might seek |

afeguard against any such un-
incipled arrangement. ;
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