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ﬁwatantra joins
~opposition Front

No minimum programme

Hindustan Times Correspondent

' i isi tra Party today decided
. 8 — Revising its earlier decision, the Sw.'atnn .
to mﬂj u::oigressf:))-.?:n Sangh-SSI* Front fol:ged in D:ell:_u on Jan._ :in? ﬁn‘hf
the forthcoming general election to the Lok Sabha without insisting on a mini

mum programme, L
Thlr: national executive of the party unanimously decided to join th.‘.}f‘xr;\?gtﬂo;?'

that there shall be one agreed candidate for each Lok Sabha cons_tltuenct:,;l, it

the country, who will be supported by all the participating parties in the v

e - The resolution made it clear the party had_!oi!ud the
Front on the clear assurance, given by Mr Nijalingappa
at a news conference in Bombay, on Jan. 5 ih:_lt no Com-
munist Party would be allowed to associate itself with
the Front.

The executive meeting, which —— -

wias uitended by Mr C. Hajage-
palachari and Mr N, G. Ranga,
backed the Party President, Mr
M. Masani (who had walked
. ffout of the Delhl talks) to the ex-
.jtent of recording its disappoint-
; jment at the abandonment of tha
y Jetiorts at establishing a democra-
tic plliance with a common pro-
r JETAmMme,

k 1t also “fully justified” Mr Ma-

ni's move in msking for time at
e Delhi meeting to consult the
ational executive when suddenly
aced with a new proposal

: Minimum plan

Mr Masani, when asked whe-
ther his party would make re-
newed efforts for a8 eommon mi-
nimum programme, sald the
,lS;‘ntanlu would be delighted if

iit could be mchleved, but doubt-
it it could come about. The
sence of m common element, he
id, would give credibility teo
elr clalms provide an alter-
ative Government at the Centrs,
t is for our ¥Front partoers %o
consider Jt." ”

Asked to spell out the party’s
stand If the SSP were to o In
for weat adjustments with the
CPM, Mr Masan! sald: “Wae will
cross the bridge when we coma
to It" As far as the Swatantra
was soncerned, "ws will not
touch the Communists with a
barge pole,” hes said.

PTI, UNI] add: Mr Masan! sald
he would be contestin from 4
kot constituency, *It hag return-
ed me twice and T would contest
from there this tima algo"

The Executive postponed the
National Conventlon of the Swa-
tantra Party, scheduled to be held
in Bombay on Jan. 30 and ‘L.A




