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“ Swatantra
Old Cong. front

The National Executive of the tiwatt;mt:al ]li:'lalx;tyy
i nimously decided to join the front le
m’ its “deep & mit" that the effort to establish a

I intm %
ol i s ) e programme based on the AICC resolution of June

ance with a common minimum
28 last year had been given up.

The executive took this deci-
sion after considering the “tot-
ality of the ecircumstances (in
the country)” and in the light
of the clear assurance bly Con~
gress (0O) president S. Nijaling-
appa that no Communist party
wo be allowed to associate
w'ntahi- tlée front. i

. C. Rajagopalachari, foun
leader of the party, participated
|| in the discussions, which lasted
S e o o, om o

e 0 mem
of msemumg attended  the

The executive is meeting again
on Saturday morning to finalise

noon, the Parllamentary Board of
the party will meet and dlscuss,
among other things, the seat ad-
justments the party should make
with ners of the front and Its
own of candidates.

Following is the text of the re-
solution: “The national executive
of the Swatantra Party has receiv-
ed a report from the president
Mr. M. R, Masani, of recent de-
velopments in connection with the
party’s efforts far the establish-
ment of a democratic alllance to
contest the Lok Sabha elections,
and, in particular, the development
in Delhi on Jan, 3. After discus-
slon, the executive records its
sense of deep disappointment at
the abandonment of the effort at
establishing a democratic alliance
or front with a common program=
me based on the AICC resolution
of June 28, 1970. The president cf
the party was fully ustified in
asking for time to consult the
national executive of the party
when suddenly faced with a new
proposal and it is & matter of reg-
ret that this was not agreed to des-
pite the sincere ploneering efforts
of the parly to bring about a full-
fledged alllance,

“Having regard to the totality of,

t from the | front

S —

By Our Staff Reporter '

the circumstances including the
threat to the Constitution and the
imminent danger to vital national
interests which require a changs of
government through the impending
general elections, the executive de-
cides that the party should join
the front formed in Delhi on Jan.
3, 1971, so that there shall be one
agreed candidate for eash Lok
Sabha constituency throughout the
country who will be supported by
all the participating parties in the

. The executive has come to
this decision in the light of the
clear assurance given by Mr, Ni-
Jalingappe, the Congress (O) pre-
sldent, al a press conference Jin
Eombay on Jan. 5 that no ecom-
munist party would be allowed to
ml_g.te with the front formed in

Mr. Masan!, who released the
text of the resolution to newsmen,
sald the executive would again meet
on Saturday and approve the draft
manifesto of the party for the elec-
tlon. He agreed with = questioner
that = limited common programme
would lend credibility to the idea
that an alternative and stable Gov-
ernment at the Centre could be
formed. Even now, if other partles
re-examined thelr decision and
restored it (a minimum common
fgqgumme) “we would be delight-

Mr. Masanl was asked whether
the Swatantra Party would recon-
sider its decision if parties forming
the front individually entered ‘nto
an_ alllance with the communist
parties, as Mr, Nijalingappa's @s-
surance was only that communist
parties would not be allowed to
associate with the front,

Mr. Masanl said: *“Wa will
thE bridge when we come to ll:.t":'ﬂ:ISIs
We feel large issues are at stake
and that is the reason we are going
gl:f:gﬁglﬁ;e :erta.ln]y expect Mr,
pa to ca -
mimcf'" he ndd:ed.m e
5 1ar as the Swatantr
:nn; :ﬁ{ﬁmedilﬁ would n:t Pﬁ‘ﬂi
ce wit
e "wioc g the communists,
¢ pole",

German model

Asked how the front woul
W 1y d go about
g}:. o!fn#n% éummenued

est Germany wh
fight the elections gn vt
Eanjtmlﬂe? and succeed

Coalition Ministries, providi
sl.n%:-!u and good t:imrr.trrJn'nllejlrlt.xs,I l'-llml:
is not to be scoffed at", he sald and
::1:}:{. wﬁ;etbeus hogta the German
capable

in ngur ﬁnnditlans.?’ of, operation

. Mgasani sald the
also considered the remrtusacﬁlﬁt:
led by Mr. Harihar Patel, Orissq
Industries Minister, on the recent
developments in Orissa, 1t com=
taken

by the Orissa Governor, Mr,

mended the course of action
In_summpping & session of the "

$id
to ]

, which met
the Old Congress, though it

‘o
ol

in Madras on

emocratic alli-

{slature to test the claims of the
t‘:hlet Minister and the Opposition.
“We are glad the mistake made in
Uttar Pradesh has not been repeat-
ed in Orissa,”” he sald, and recalled
the party’s stand at the time of the
constitutional crisis In UP that the
legislature was the forum to test
whether the Chief Minlster con-
tinued to enjoy the confidence of
the House.

Mr. Masanl sald the executive
ratified the decision to postpone the
national convention of the parly,
scheduled to be held on Jan. 30 and
Jan. 31 to = date after the mid-
term elections.

The executive, he sald, was un-
ha over the statement of the
Election Commissioner that the
scheme to allot timings to political
parties for electlon broadcasts over
All-India Radlo could not be im-
plemented because of lack of un-
animity among the partles. “We do
not see any reason why there
should be unanimity for such =&
scheme, The Old Congress, Swa-
tantra, and Jana Sangh have ac-
cepted the scheme and only one
party—New Congress—has objected
to it. Others have not replied.
Therefore, we feel It would be
wrong and Incorrect to abandon
the scheme just because one party
does not accept. The Commissioner
should carry out the schemes in g
way which he thinks fair™ o

touch them with g

It secured = majority, |
the exam- |
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