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in the Parliament fared badly ;:; the ;‘ac:?l'li:
e« In s

i i s Swatantra Party has not been an exception _
eizgzizn:; 120922;:sed to examine the future of the Pu{ty'ln th:hitgh;nzr
;rsvailing ciroumstances. At the cutset,_I must meke 1tt;:eE;m e w
1 write hereafter is in my personal capacity and not as era

Secretary of the Party.

d that as a result of its recent debacle it would
Soiﬁaongieh::::rszggzzgz up the Farty. On mature consideration, however,
gge cguld not help comong to the conolusion that the. Party myst notlznlgll
continue, but must be revitalised %o face't§e_cpallenge of times. Indy
be called upon to face additional re:ponsibilities, The peopla_?f ia
are bound to look to it for guidance before long. The.dsfeat which the
Party suffered hgs nothing to do oither with the principles or the
programmne of the Party. To my mind, it is entirely du? to a wrong.1m339
of the Party in the minds of the public. From this ?oznt of view-}t would
be improper to seek any understanding, mergor or alliance o:thur'q?th
the Organisation Congress or with the Jan Sangh and other pa?ties in
opp« sition, whose images are equally distorted. The Party will hav? to
stand on its own legs,rovitaliso itsolf and build up a strong organisation
once again at the graas—roots level.

The Party will have %o take certain steps imrediately to improve its image,
particularly to crgate a mass appeal without negessarily giving up its
principles. It is now obvious that the people of India, by and large,

have given a clear mandate for centerist policies, i.6. neither extrome
leftism nor rightism. In spite of this, it would neither be advisable nor
practicable for the Parliamentary system in the country to continue for
long with onec monolithic party. Rosponsible centrist opposition is callcd
for to maintain balance in the Parliament and to prevent Ruling Party,
having aebsolutc majority, to ride rough-shod as it ploanses. '

The Swvmtantra Party's rolc in Parliament from now onwards will be two-fold
viz. (i) codstructive criticism and (ii) selcotive co-operation. Where tho
ruling party's proposcd meagures aro obviously calculated to improve the
lot of tho masscs, af a responsible opposition, the menbers of Syatentra
Party would support such measurcs, At othor times, constructive eriticism
will be the obvious answer. Outsido the Parliament, the mombers of the
Party at tho State, District and Unit levels will have a very important
role to play in the process of cducating the publiec in various matters

as also rendoring sorvico to‘effoctively moet public gricvancos.

I have already indicated earlier that if Swatantra Party is to perform
iﬁs‘lagitimatc role and grow as a responsible opposition in and out
of iarliament, it hos no other alternative but to project a centerist image
without nocessq{ily giving up its principlos. Let me illustrate this -
point by a fow practical cxamples. The Swatantra Party's future stand on
certain oconomie and political issues like the bank nationalisation, the
ab?liticn of the privy purses, the growth of the vublic sector and %ho
0011§ng on agricultural lands is quite olvious, For very valid ret ons
the arFy opposed all these measuros. However, tho eloctorato nndﬂthe ;
Eﬁziicdlntthc1r~visdom have docided to support all tho four, Having dis-
pitu§§11§ sfinit?nl responsibility, of cducating the public rogarding the
pLe puﬂlico guch measurag, the Party has no other alternative but to respoct
i e opinion. From this point onwards, the Party's role should bo
e or ways and mcans whoreby thesc matters, which have become g
egone conclusion, should be used in the best interosts of the public,

or instance, it would be no use t
: e the Swntantra Party domandin
of the process of Bank Nationalisation., It must mukg conatrucfizerevorsul
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suggestions as to how best the nationalised banks should now work in the
intorest of difforent sections of tho cammunity: Similarly it would gn '
futilo to domand abolition of the existing public sector unitss The Party's
rosponsibility now would be to suggest the bost poﬁaiblo measures to be
taken for maximising the profitability and produnt;v?ty of the publio
sootor industrial concernse Similarly, it is impossible in the fornaaeug}a
future to abolish legislation regarding ceiling on agricultural laends. Yet,
the Party can play a very important role ?n suggasting ways and magnsb
of maximising the productivity of small pieces of ngr:cul}ural lands by
intensive cultivetion on the lines of those in Japan and formosa. On the
question of Privy Purses, the Party must strive to bring about an honorable .
understanding between tho Government of India and the Princos whereby the AL *
question could be amicable settled with dignity and self-respect on both side
and without tampering with the Pundamental Rights under our sacred Consti-

tutione. ;

On the other hand, in matters which have not become final ond conolusive,

like the proposal for amcnding the Constitution to abolish the Fungamental

Rights, tho Party must ii-t nsively pursuc the educational process in the

Parliamont and among the massos. Such educational process would involve

educating the small farmer about the neced for safeguarding his small farm _
and the hut; of instructing the office clerk and the peon of the dangers W/
facing his provident fund, life insurance policy, the superannuation fund,

otcs T.e proceoss of education at all times must nocessarily be constructive, X

honest and persuasive.

Among other steps which the Party will have to take in the process of re=-
organizetion, a few may be onumeratod. The General Council, tho National
Exocutivo and other offices at the State, District, and Uhit levols must 3
be filled by dedicated people sclected from among small businessmon, shop-
kespors, agriculturists, , professionals, administrators and enlightened

trade union leadors. A considernble amount of decentralisaticn and

autonomy at the State, District and Uhit levols will be raquired to build

up a grassg-root organization. As long as basic principles and programmes

of the Party are adhered to, a considerable amownt of auntonomy would be

neoded to revialise the Party. "

Equally necessary it will be to sce that, at various lovels, the Party's

worling is self sufficient. In the past the process of pumping money from

tho top has done sorious damage of various levels of Party's organization.

It has made the lower cadres of the Party invariably look forward to the s
Centre for financial assistence., Thoro has becn very little effort to be

solf sufficient and self roliant. There has beoen considerable amount of

exploitation and wasto of resource, Ail this has pre ;
. vented the
growth of the different cadres of the Pa " 2 G independent

Within the framework of the Party prograrme, it would be advisable to

concentrate attention only on a few items and put th i
the public. I would suggest the following i : R e

1
(i) We must em i i l
iphasize the nood for massive rise in em x
_ : ployment b "
creating millions of job opportunitios, particularly through highory

production. This should bo don i i
e without introduci v '
controversy of public v/s. private saoctor, T

(i1) Wo must emphasize the necd for 8

particulariy road building, throughout the longth and breadth of the

sountry which would cre
ate a vast omployment i
time strengthon the infra—structuro.p h Prrmnal mad ot el

gigantic programme of public works,

(i11) The need

for protceting the [ 5
th £ ¢ farmor ht
ke small house, and equally the right of th: ﬁ;gll to the spall farm and
Property, small mon to his personal
(iv)
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(v) The nood to cnsure stable prices for the agriculturists.
(vi) Promotion of National Integration.

(vwii) Rostoration of law and order.

T+ is ossential that at State, District and Unit levels attempt must bo
made to organize the "Youth" through the newly croated Youth Wing of the
Party. This alone can holp us to build up the necessary link betwoen

the loadership of the Party and the masses which tho party has sadly lacked
during the last 10 yoars of its cxistence. It has boen rightly said that
the Swatontra Party is a Party of gonerals and no soldiers.

An important matter which must ongage attontion of tho Youth Wing will be

to clearly appreciate and effectively deal with the problems of the Youth.
With the tremepdous inercasc in the number of young votors, no political
party can afford to ifmore their problems. In order to effootively deal with
such problems, it is most ossontial to identify thome This would nced a
considerable amount of rosoarch and investigation. Among ibe moro important
problems facing the Youth in urban and rural areas which the Party can hope
to effcctively deal with are (1) uncmployment, (2) vocational guidance,

(3) ohoap housing, (iv) difficulties of securing admissions in schools and
colleges for doserving boys and girls, (v) the need for recreational centres
particularly in urban areas, (vi) provision of cducational assistance liko
term feos, books, etc., and (vii) arrangements for apprenticeship faeilitios
in factories and offices.

In conclusion, a matter which cannot be over-omphasized is the anlienation

of the Muslim and other minority voters towards practically all the
opposition parties during the recent elections. Shrewd political cbservers
have pointed out that overwhelming majority of the votes of the liyslims,

tho schodule classos and tribes and other ndnorities went only to the

Ruling Congress Party. It is vory important to sit down and carefully
considor this major problem which involves loss of credibility among a large
porcentage of voterss The basic causes for this phenomena must be carefully
ldontified and every effort made to onsure a more balanced distribution

of such votos botween the Ruling and the opposition partics.



