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The tragic performance of the Swatantra Party in the mid-term
elections has shattered the hopes of practictlly all the workers and
well-wishers of the Party about its future, There are many whofeven
question the need for continving the existence of t?e par?y. The
winding-up of the perty will not only mean severe dlsa;po%ntmeut and
frustration for 211 those who believe in the Smetantra philosophy,
but elso deal & herd blow to Indian democracy, as it will amount to
the winding up of the only genuine Opposition with & purposeful
alternative set of rincipd®s and policies.

However, the decision to continue the existence of the party
can only be vindicited in the coming monthe &nd ye:rs, if we can
educate and convince the people that not only our principles and
policies are sound and can deliver the goods, but, we have the right
kind of instrument -- dependable, dedicated, intelligent and ¢
dynamic people vorking in our organisition -- who cen faithfully
implement the party's policies.

This requires an honest reappraisal of our jolicies and conduct,
which alone can provide the clue for future programme of action to
revitalise and popularise the pariy. ;

The first step we must teke is to find out what was responsible
for Mrg, Indira Goandhi's victory. Accordinug to me the following factors
erc responsible foxr her victory.

1k To the weaker sections of society she beccme their sole champion
who was fi hting on their behalf against "The Bs. iblishment",

s Her gh:cwd manoeuvres to get Mr. Desai out of the Cabinet,
her dramatic move to nationelise all banks (major ones) and later the
ruthless manner in which she reshuffled her Cabinet succeeded in
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SETOnE " End" tAUEHEC whB m-Snﬁlﬂﬂllﬂgsébﬁn&e%ﬁ%egé~ Ehg e antadonore
Fa Her hnndliqr the problem of the minorities, harijans, and back-
ward classes agoinst the background of certcin indiscriminate pronoun-

cement of certein opposition pzties made her look like & Messiah to
the minoriticu. ‘

4, t Ehe tink gull advantige of the sguabbles amongst the Opposition
parties on tac issues of the programme of the CGrand Alliance, their sgua-
bbles over seats and their only slogan of "Indira Hatao",

In othor words, people preferred to gambl-~ on her,
strong leader committed to =
and who alone could provide

thct she was the only
progremae of action, however good or bad,
a stable government.
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Thic is the writing on the wull, and if we want
up an effective oppooition, we
accordingly.
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We nust change, We must change immedictely. We ?ust have a new
lendership. We must put accent on yquth. 'We must xearrgnge ;Prmuat
proprieties, and ve must be prepared ?o shift our emph351a.b a hiéhz
provide the evideuce thet we mean business. This can o§1{ e ac -
ved through & programne of mage action end not by mouthing of
principles and policies.

Let us have a young president for the porty and let bim select his
toam of office-becrers, ond give a new look to the party. It is eesier
to build-up new frces and new ideas of action.

What should be tiie plen of action ?

1. Indira Condhi talks cbout the removal of poverty, and she talks
about her ten point progrimue.

Let ue prepare immediately our »nlans to remove poverty. It should
be simple, specific and should be casily understood. Let us go to the
people and explein our progromuc to them.

2. She talks about poverty, but in her scheme of things there is
more enphasis on the distribution of wenlth rather than the creation
of wealth. Thies is for political reasons,

Let us go to the farms, factories end offices and let us talk about
the importance of production. Let us genernte rcspect for all those
who produce things.

Let us populerise slogans like "lMore production, more prosperity",
"Banish poverty, increase production", "Produce or Perish" and
"Creption first, distribution second'.

3. Mrs. Gendhi talks about rising prices, What causes & rise in
prices ? Dxplain to people in siuple languagze what brings down the
prices.

4._ Ve can immecdictely frame o Charter of Demand to bring down
prices and prescnt it to her if nossible beforc the budgct.

5. Mrs. Gondhi telks eabout Privy Purses and Princely Privileges.
She nay succeed in cbolishing tiem, but the matter cen still zo to the
Suprcme Court, znd the verdict mey go sguinst her.

Once again she pill oppear helpless, and start a tirade against the
Supreme Court.

What ccn wie do ? Cen we not be more imaginative then by voting apainet
the Bill in Perlicment if ond when it comes, Thot is not Cnoua -hLﬁtr
VES cha?gc our emphesis and let us tcke the first step by publizlv '
appeeling to the princes to give up at least their Privileges, :nd then

pressurise the government and thne i £ i i i
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These progremmes will heln to chonge the image of the party, take
the party nearer to the people, "ill draw fresh youns faces to
the party and help us to find 2 new cadTe of party workors.
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What should be the role of the Swatantra Party in Parlicment 7

1.

Co-operate with the government where we feel that the governuent

has taken the rignht stand.
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3.

Give and present positive ideas and constructive schemes
respectively to the vorious sciicmes,

Bring forward new bills ond interesting amendments in Parliament
and in legislotures.

Criticise boldly the Governnent if it does anything vhich soes
ageinst the grain of democratic values, conventions and princi-
Ples.

The Swotantra Party should also consider seriously about starting
peaceful ond meassive rcsisicnce after exhausting all constitutional
means if the issues involved are seriously affecting the lives of
our people,



