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The elections to the Fifth Lok Sabha are now over and the pr?phe—
cies of instebility and coalition covernment in the country after vhe
elections have been belied, Congresa(R), entirely because of the
sublic imege created by Mrs. Indira Gandhi for herself ond her party,
nas come out not only successful but has also eclipsed and routed
out almost all the politicel parties of India. The greatest credit to
the Prime Minister should be given for meking people think in terms
of nationalism cs against parochialism which had dominated Indian
political scene of the past many yecars. Except for the DMK in Tamil
Nocu and Telengana Praje Scniti in Andhra, all parties with parochial
progrannes have suffered crushing defeats and it is a welcome feature
of Indian politics.

However, it is a pby thet All Indie parties like Sw tentra too
could not withotand the strong winds in favour of the Congre:s(R).
This ia becauge instecd of relying upon their progrenme and explaining
this to the people, they relied only upon the illusory popularities of
individuals, such as ex-rulers and rTich industrialists, and upon nega-
tivistic slogens, such as 'Indira Hateo! or 'Save Democracy'. Ex-rulers
and rich industrieslists have created ¢ bad public image for themselver
and on the other hand tLe Frime Minister has created & lot of gooduwill
for herself by her Party's ten-point progromme, measures for abolition
of ex-rulers! privileges and bank nationalisation etc., although these
Live only emotional values and would not fulfil the objective of
removal of poverty. Richer classes stand isoclated, are opportunists,
would shift loyalties for immedicte personal gains and hence are unre-
liable. Dependcnce on tuem and other vested interests as Swatantra
Pariy has actvally shown would be a political liability and suicidal for
the Perty. I think it will be wise to let them do "Harakiri" and let
Swatantra Party follow its own programme, be independent of them and
stand on its own merits.

The Gongress(R) placed before the country its objectives and a
programme for their achievement. I think the objective of every party ic
to remove poverty &nd therefore, one connot lave any quarrel with any
party on this issue. Other objectives, if any, are not very important
Fn the people of India al tihe present moment. The acce~tance or reject-
%on_of any _arty by the people would depend entircly uan their confidenc
1?11t§ p?ogr&mmc for removing poverty and in this Congrnss(ﬂ) wag direct
and sy?czflc although I do not believe its programme would achieve the
OFJectlvo. Og the other hond the support to the privileged classes
s;f:;;:;gfer lfﬂ”RY,b? JUS?%fiG& on legal and moral grounds) and the
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P-rty should forge for itself an image of & Porty of the
middlesg?:igzg? pcnsgnt aroprietors, smcll business, prufessiqnnl mana-
~ors and self cmployed porsons. It should-unequivccully comm%t‘itself
;u being against vested interests of any kind, be those OfPollthi&nG,
burcaucrats, monopolistic big busincss or cx-rulers, Thus it oan .commit
to minimise stete control con economic &ctivity, to remove wrotection Fo
bis business and to creote and help smnell buslnea? to stond against big
business, to democratise copital and profoasionalls? managcmfnt in_thc
private scctor, to divert bulk of the country's savings to the agrlculr
turcl sector even at the cosot of big industry except thot which is
cssential for thie security of the country and to remove glaring exhibi-
tion of power of noney &nd authority.

Bulk of the middle classes belong to Tixed incone group of people.
The policies of the undivided Congress and those of the Congross(ﬂg

have resulted in ehnormal fall in the value of the Rupee. Yhe prices

of commodities have gone up anc are continuing to rise all the time.
Swatantra Party c uld effectively mobilise public opinion on this issue.
But public opinion will not turn in its favour and be sustaincd by 2

more criticism of the Governiicnt. Other methods such as eriticisn,

even picketing and boycott, of thc business community at feult ond
organising of aspsocictions for supply of commodities at reaconable
profits would change its image of being & porty of the vested interests
to a perty of the middle classes. Litewise progrommes which help peasant
proprictors in increcaoing prodvctivity and obtaining econcomic and social
benefits from the Governmeit cte., would obtain the confidence of this
import. nt cttegory of people for the Party. The busincss community mvst
be made to realise their sociel responsibility in their own intorest

en® the Party should help cducate it, P:rticularly the smcll businesses
cuii be weaned away to support the Party's programme if they can he
or;anised to get fair treatmont from the big business, market protection,
ensy and cheap credit ote.

I ¢o not think the above progremme is against the basic objectives and
principles of the Swatantrc Party. It is positive in approach, conser-
vative comparcd to the leftistic outlook present in the country and is
designed for the benefit of the people in generel without a bias to

any particular comaunity. This progronme, sustained over a period of
tine, should be able to turn the tide in the country in its fovour,
After-all Suwatantra iz on All India Porty, without its image taornished
by comaunclism and it is tiic only Party with o definite all India
profranme not equivocal with the programme of Congress(R) and the

rest of the politiccl partics of India., It will however, require

uncquivocal demonstration, oxnosition and action to build up public imoge,



