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Road branch=
oft Anna Salal (pre-
viously Mount Road) ab the
Gemini Circle flyover point, is
a quiet highway with leaty
irees shading the footpath and
old-world bungalows that had
| housed prominent Madras
| tizens.

clking elong ibe foolpath, &
v:w to the Eﬁ 15 struck by 8
ghort, three-sl concrete siruc-
fure. On the two sldes facing the
| gireet, the left pari carries fext In
| amil under the heading: Geandhijl
| Dreamt Here. Op ihe right side is
the Fnglish texf, and in belween
a vertical Tamil script reading:
Truth *Non-Viclence °*Pesce.

T DA e eere on the' mo-

ims the Eng on -
;%mml.. And the lengthy text
iteslf turns out to mark a mile-
stone In the history of India’s frée-
| dom struggle under Mahatma Gan-
dhi's leadership, It reads:

“1n this premises known 2a “Tilak
Bhavan’ Mahatma Gandhl  &pent
the restless historic night on 19
March 1918 1}11&:‘1 L;ae sf.“ci ttllnm of
the passing o g hum g Row-
1at Bills enveloped him. Before the
day dewned the idea of all-India
vartal occurred to Gandhiji In &
dream which later blossomed into
non-viclent non-co-operation move-
|| menk

“Referring o this memorable
event Gandhi}l writes: *“I was stlll
in thet twilght condition betwesn
sleep &nd consciousness when sud-

denly the idea broke upon me. IS
was a8 if in & dreem . .. thet we
should eall upon country to
cohgerve & R

f was & most wonderful
pectacie’”

Then at the foot of the monu-
ment is added this interesting plece
of informatitd, "It was here.-when
Candhijl mebt Rajajl for the firgt
time and stayed aa his guect™

Under wkah clrcumsiances the
two Titans of Indlan freedom strug-
gle meb for the first time? Why

» did. Gandniyl make $he tdp to
Madras for that? Wading through
Ln::ulmerabﬁ volumes of Gandhiana,
one 15 guided to Gendhlll's autobio-
graphy, first published as far back
& _?.9:’.'. for the necessary facts

The year 1919 proved s fumning

Ekey . (L/If

This monument in Madras stands where Gandhiji

met Rajaji for

point in Gandhijl's attitude to Bri-
tish rule in India, Returning from
South Africa, he had ardently sup-
poried the Britiah World War 1
effort, even taking a lead in recruit~
ing soldlers to the army. He was
eagerly expecting that the much=-
heralded Montagu=Chelmsford —re-
forms would usher in peaceful
transfer of power to Indla. But his
hopes were shatbered by one Satanie
act of British authorities: the Row-
latt Act to put-down all petriotic
activities {n Indis under the con-
venlent umbrella of * sedition.

Ardent patriots lUke Vallabhbhal
Patel, Sarojinl Naldu, Shankarial
Banker and Umar Sobani urged
Gandhlfl to lead a national sgita-
tion nzainst-the unjust aect. Though
be had jusd then recoversd from
prolonged {liness and sn operation,
Gandhiji resolved to launch a sat-
yagraha campalgn if the British
refused to withdraw the act. This
was In Pebruary 1919,

About this time, rather unexpech-
edly Gandhijl recelved a leiter from
G, V. Vijayaraghavachariar, the
eminent Congreas leader of Tamil
Nadu who was to preside over the
Nagpur Congress session in 1820
Recalling thE tompitcated  political
slivation facing the country, thé
letter informed Gandhifi that “most
of us here are Intensely anxlous to
consult you before we could think
of making up our minds. Could
you think of vislting Southern In-
dia for a few days as early as pos-
isble and help us with your advice?”

"l sppreclate your letter and it
maces me feel ke running ta
Madras {mmediatelv,” replled Gan-
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the first time.

dhifi. *“1 have been thinking of
going there for = long time. Tha
delicate state of my health haa

come In the way, 23 it stil does’”
He was, however, sble to recover
fash to be able to undertake & twos
week tour of Madras in March 191 i
From March 18 to 31, Gandil

visited Madras, ‘Tanjore, 1%
Madura and Bezwada, addressing
large gatherings throughout.

‘Y have ever felt at home 1a &
South. Thanks to my South ALH
can work I felt I had somé S
of special right over the )
end Telugus, and the good peop
of the Bouth have never belled
bellef " writes Gandhijl of his
visit to South India.

Much to his surprise he camg o
know that the man behind thy in-
vitation was C. Bajag shar] who
had then receh hptive
Salem to settle down legal
practice in Madras,

Since the bungalow that Gan-

dhifl and party were stayiog In bee
longed to Easturl Ranga Ivengar,
editor of “The Hindu". the Mahat-
ma was under the impression that
Ivengar was the host. But from
Mahadev Desal he learned later
thed-.ar Rajagopalachar] was
the host, Misedmnate ahiv-
ness, Rajall kept himself constant-
ly in the background, But Maliadev
put me on my guard ‘You should
cultlvate this man’ be sald to me
one day, And go 1 did"” Gandhil
notes in his autoblography.

From the ficst meeting, the two
leaders were drawn to each other.
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