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RAJAJI-A UNIQUE PERSONALITY

Dr RAJENDRA PRASAD

Smr Rajacopavacuant, or Rajaji, as
he is lovingly called, has been
amongst the front-rank politicians
of the Gandhian era and on every
occasion  his contribution has
been unique and magnificent.
Mahatma Gandhi discovered him
and ever since then he has been
in the front rank for the last forty
vears and more. [ will illustrate
this by referring to particular
incldents. He joined the Non-
violent Non-cooperation Move-
ment not only with great zeal but
with a clear perception of its pro-
gramme and implications, and
soon became one of the finest
advocates and interpreters of it.
He organized the province of
Madras with the help of others,
of course, in a way which at once
attracted the attention of the peo-
ple and commanded the respect
of other provinces.

After Mahatma Gandhi’s incar-
ceration early in 1922 differences
arose amongst Congressmen about
the proeramme of the Congress.
As will be recollected, the pro-

gramme comprised boycott of
legislative councils, boycott of
government-recognized schools

and colleges, boycott of law courts

and  boycott of government
honours and titles. Later on en-
couragement of  spinning and

weaving and  boycott of foreign
cloth were added. The differences
that arose were with regard to the
boyeott of legislatures. The group
led by the late Desabhandu C. R.
Das and Pandit Motilal Nehru,
Vithalbhai Patel and N. C. Kelkar
and others was in favour of enter-
ing the legislative councils and
practising non-cooperation from
within. whereas others, under the
leadershin of Sri Rajagopalachari,
Vallabhbhai Patel, Jamnalal Bajaj
rllnti_ntht'rs were in favour of con-
tinuing the bovcott of legislatures.

The Congress appointed a com-
mittee to enquire into and report
on whether the country was pre-
pared for undertaking civil dis-
obedience. and after the report of
the committee, the movement for
llﬁlim: the boveott of legislatures
zained force and momentum, as
civil disobedience was considered
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impracticable for the time being.
As most of the biggest and most
influential leaders were in favour
of lifting the boyeott of legisla-
tures, the task of defending and
maintaining the boycott of legis-
latures fell on Rajaji who became
the leader of the group of “no-
changers”. His power of acute
analysis. trenchant criticism and
resourceful argument were seen at
their best not only at public meet-
ings which he addressed all over
the countrv but also at the meet-
ines of the All-India Congress
Committee and those of other
similar organizations.

It was not a little due to his
thetorical gifts that the 'no-
changers’—that  is, those who
opposed any change in the Con-
gress programme—succeeded in
paining the majority of about two-
thirds against one-third at the
annual session of the Conegress at
Gava over which Desabhandu
Das presided and which Jasted
longer and had more speeches
from all sides than any other
annual session of the Congress, or
anv other subjeet in its historv.
Not onlv did he address the meet-
inge of the Subjects Committee
hut he also went round the camps
of the delegates from different
provinees and addressed them
senarately hefore the matter came
un for final voting at the Congress
srccipn. Some time later he under-
tonk a tour of the ecountry on
which it was mv privileze to join
him and also translate his spee-
ches. which were delivered in
Enelish, into Hifidi, which. while
“iving me an opportunity of leam-
ina g Int, also saved me the trou-
ble of delivering independent
sneeches of mv own., which I
doubt not would have fallen flat
after his brilliant performance.

It has been cne of the inexpli-
cable circumstances in his life that
at times he has practically with-
drawn from public controv
and remained aloof until the time
when he could come again on the
scene and shine at his best.  Such
:ﬂr-rerlnd came rdafter the active

ntroversy regarding entering the
councils  had  subsided. Dﬁﬁng
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that period M@atma Gandhi con-
centrated 00" tonstructive pro-
gramme, one 1Miin item of which
was the revival of spinning and
weaving and propagating the
Charka. He wa appointed chief
organizer for hisState and he did
the work so extemely well that
Madras Presidenty became one of
the best organizd provinces for
khadi. _

It was my goad fortune to visit
the Ashram whidi he had estab-
lished in the intejor of Salem dis-
trict where khadl work was orga-
nized on an extemsive and inten-
sive scale by fiends like Sri
K. Santhanam unfer the euidance
and supervision of Rajaji. As is
his wont, he himsdf became a fine

sninner and worted out all the
details of the kladi programme
with  his specal knowledge

and experience, ard Madras khadi
became well-known all over the
countryv. T remember to have
visited Madras State to see its
khadi work and was alwavs able
to see how well the organization
had been built un and how well
it onlv the production part but
alsn the distribution and  sales
denartments were organized.

This went on for some vears and
then the great movement of civil
disobedience came in roundahont
1930. As was to be expected. he
was again in the forefront and Jed
the movement and was naturallv
in jail a¢ sn many athers were, At

the end of this period of active

eivil  disobedience with hreaks,
the Coneress in 1937 decided tn
accent not only the nrogramme of
entering the councils but also of
accepting  Ministershins if the
Government of the time fulfilled
certain conditions. Raiaii was one
of the first to form the Ministrv
in his State, where he did excel-
lent work as Prime Minister. In
that capacity he enférced some of
the programmes which Gandhiii
had suggested and which the
Congress had accepted. such as
!h;s n_rm:r_mhm::I of prohibition of
minvicating mn i

rrohibition of ok hqtmr':,

untu:lr‘l;abili tv and

snread of Hindj,

. ¥ riled hi
Er]r:_vmcel with a clear orin hnefnr!:':
imatelv.  the i hirh
he had formed, had o e 1
other ﬂnhﬂf;q_f:nd mﬁ: ke

acconnt of the Sec
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As Prime  Minister he did very
good work and this used to be re-
garded as a mode] to be followed
the Ministy of other
States. It showeqd that he was as
successful as an administrator as
he had been as a debater, and in
this capacity he utilized the
talents of all those who had work-
ed with him and ynder him during
the Non-cooperalion Movement.

It may be noted that although
he has been a leader within the
Congress and carried out its pro-
grammes with gs great  ability
whenever the @ll came, he has
not always been a silent and pas-
sive supporter of these program-
mes, There have been occasions
when he differed, and differed
rather acutely, ‘from his collea-
rues, including even Mahatma
Candhi. But the most wonderful
thing about it & that although he
differed from Gandhiji occasion-
ally, he retained the deep respect
which he had for him and
Gandhiji also  reciprocated this
vesture of Raiaji. On account of
his keen intellect he has heen ad-
mired as much as he has been

feared by his opponents in public
controversy, and there have been
quite a few such occasions, There
were  serious  differences bet-
ween him and others, including
Gandhiji, in connection with the
movement which culminated in
the ‘Quit India’ Resolution of the
All-India Congress Committee in
August 1942. He was out of that
Movement because he did not
approve of it. But that did not
lessen the respect in which he was
held by all including those whom
he opposed, and so when power
again came into the hands of the
Congress in 1947, his services
were songht after and obtained in
different capacities. He became
the Govemor of West Bengal,
then the last Governor-General:
later, a Minister in the Central
Government, and ultimately again
Chief Minister in his State.

In all these roles, wherever he
worked. he always showed re-
markable eifts of organization and
capacity for administration. After
his retirement from the post of
Chief Minister he has been lead-
ing more or less a private life in

AMONG THE UNBENDING GREAT

There are some whose very
existence is a source of liberal
education to all who come in con-
tect with them. Raiu‘i is of this
class. He spread enlightenment
s <if it were a second nature,

iis is done not with exhortations
Ostentatiously, but quietly with
the very minimum of words.
Rajaji has spoken and written
Quite as much as any leader or
writer in any part of the world.
But never has he wasted a single
word in purposeless repetition and
meaningless redundancy, In this,
48 in other matters, he is our
g“;:‘_ exemplar of economy.
,-,m.ﬁ[“hs ®putation for acute
well 'gence has not served him
Lol politics. More meanings
Lre sometimes attributed to what
of says than he himself is aware

'I_Th'{‘ relentless resentmnt of
E:“'( locrity pursues him with an

I;’]_‘“-‘:“““ﬂ’ search for double

canings. In reality, however, his

honesty is i

s mplacable. Tt is a dif-
erent sort of honesty from the one
-__ﬁ___

that seeks publicity for its mani-
festations. It is exacting and not
exciting.

Rajaji is no stickler for change
for its own sake. He has no fasci-
nation for speed of movement.
He is out of sympathy with many
of the enthusiasts of our slogan-
fed democracy. And because of
this he seems often to be an iso-
lated figure unacceptable to the
multitude, Even so was Socrates.
All through history, the unbend-
ing great, inflexible in honesty of
purpose, have won their way to
the homage of posterity only
through contemporary misunder-
standing in their own time. It is
so with Rajaji also. All his in-
sights, matured by  sorrow and
disanpointments, have flled him
finally with an indefatigable com-
passion. There is no defeat for
such a one, whose verv presence
is like a benediction on his fellow-
men.

—Knasa Svssa Rav in SwWARAJYA

SWARAJYA, March 3, 197.9)

the sense that he is no longer
associated  with the Congress
Party as such, and has bcf_:n carry-
ing on, on his own, as an indepen-
dent and free thinker. During his
later days he has come to feel
that in a democracy a well-orga-
iized ition is as necessary
:as the gaprtp?zs in power. With that
end in view he has founded the
Swatantrg Party svhich has a pro-

amme of its own, which differs
from that of the Congress and can
very well form an altemative to
the Congress programme if it can
rain the support of the people.
With the exception of the Com-
munist Party no other party has
got such a dlear-cut and well-
defined programme diflering from
that of the Congress as the Swa-
tantra Partv has. But it is a
remarkable thing that he has re-
mained only a founder of the partv
and has put others in charge of
its detailed working as president
and secretary, or as members of
the lecislatures when the elections
have come.

It is not for me to discuss in
detail his programme and point
out wherein it differs from the
Congress programme or that of
other parties. Tt is enough to say
that it has its distinctness and has
its able advocates. Although the
Swatantra Party was formed but
inst a little over two years before
the last general elections, it put up
candidates in the different States
and in one or two of them it
gained a pretty large number of
adherents and in one State at least
it formed the main Opposition to
the Congress Party.

Only a short time ago the
Gandhi Peace Foundation orga-
nized a Convention to protest
against nuclear tests and a depu-
tation with Rajaji as one of its
members was sent to  Waestern
conntries like America and Eng-
land. Tt is no exaggeration to say
that Raiaji created a great impres-
sion wherever he went and his
arcuments were  appreciated
wherever he spoke and discussed
the subject.

In his later years he has heen
writing  especially in  Swanrarya
from week to week applying his
trenchant criticism to the present

]
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Govemment policy, programme
and action, and there is no ‘doubt
that his writings h;we oa:ntr;butcd
very largely not only to the forma-
t;:: of the Swatantra Party with
its own distinct policy and pro-

* gramme, but also to the creation

of a general interest even amongst
those who do not belong to that
party in its policy and programme.
His articles are read by a very
wide circle as these are repro-
duced in other papers also, and
there is no doubt that even where
people disagree with his views
they read his articles with respect.
For a man of his age, to undertake
not only writing day after day
and week after week for papers
on current and even abstruse
subjects, but to go on deputation
to different countries is a feat of
endurance and hard work which
might well be envied by many of
very much younger age. And for
all his age there is no weakening
noticeable in his  writings as he
was, say, in 1922—forty years ago.
Only the subject has changed, the
point of view has changed, the
persons concemed are changed,
but his logic and analysis and his
opinions are as pointed and
searching as they ever have been.

Rajaji has not been a mere poli-
tical agitator. As I have said, he
has made positive contributions in
various administrative eapacities
and has left his mark on the sub-
jects he has dealt with. He has
also been an active social refor-
mer in his own person and has
given a direct blow to the system
of caste, although originally he
belonged to one of the most
orthodox groups among Brahmins.

He has not been blessed with
robust health and I know how
grievously  he suffered from

asthma in those early years (1922
and after) when I had just begun
to get the preliminary experience
of this fell disease. But the most
remarkable thing is not the fact
that he has worked hard in spite
of it, but that he has also succeed-
ed in curing himself of it, not so
much by medication as by regu-
!nhr_nu; his life, his food and his
habits. [ sometimes wonder if [
should be envying him for his
great mental - gifts, or for the
strength of his will which

he hasdepth of his wid

shown not only in matters of pub-
lic importance but also in his
personal and domestic life. He
has, however, not been happy in
his domestic life, having a widow-
ed daughter and a widowed
daughter-in-law to be looked after.
But he has never allowed any of
these depressing things to infu-
ence him in public affairs and has
carricd on like one who has no
private cares.

No appreciation of Rajaji can
be complete without a reference
to the devation with which he has
made available to the readers,
hoth of Tamil and English, the
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gems of the great epics, the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata.
On the wholg if T were asked to
say in oneé Word what he is, I
should say: be is unique, unique
where he agrées with one, unique
where he disagrees with one,
unique in  his’ thought and
unique in his action. It has been
my privilege to have not un}ﬁ
gained his affection and goodwi
but also to have retained these all
these forty years and more with-
out a single break or a single
moment of flury, in spite of differ-
ences in points of view.

December 8, 1862

SWARATYA

A MAN OF PEACE AND HARMONY
J. L. DAS

Lecenps, “ Rajajiana ”, as a scribe
has termed them, concerning Sri
Chakravarti Rajagopalachari  are
numerous. So far as I know,
Rajaji, made his debut on the
literary stage when the responsibi-
lity of editing Mahatma Gandhi’s
Young India fell on him with
Gandhiji's imprisonment following
the Non-cooperation Movement.
Since then, for over 50 years, arti-
cles, short stories, letters to news-
papers, and occasionally even
verses, lowed from his facile pen.
He used the “Dear Reader”
column of the Swamapya- “to ex-
press his incisive views with ini-
mitable lucidity on a wide-
ranging spectrum of national and
international affairs”.

Rajaji wrote both in Tamil and
in English fluently and beauti-
fully. He was the author of about
15 volumes including “Socrates”,
“Marcus Aurelius”, “The Maha-
bharata”, “The Ramayana”, “The
Upanishads”, “Hinduism: a Doc-
trine and a Way of Life”. His
commentaries on the “Bhagavat
Gita” are regarded as outstanding
on the subject. Rajaji was a vora-
cious reader and he used to read
just about everything that came
his way. Though he was a prolific
writer he never wrote anything
casually. Al his compositions,
from serious political and religions
dissertations to short stories, arti-
cles and books for children. and
even satirical poems  reveal the
e-ranging know-

ledge, clarity of thought and luci-
dity of expression.

If, as some critics aver, the mis-
sion of litterateurs is not only to
regale the readers but also to
educate them on different human
problems, then it must be said that
Rajaji played his part admirably
well. For years his prolific and lucid
religions writings in Tamil in Kalki
gave ennobling delight to a very
wide circle of men and women,
His versions of the two classics,
the Mahabharata and the Rama-
yana, according to him, “are the
best service T have rendered to
my people”, as he feels that “it is
the Ramayana and the Maha-
bharata that bind our vast num-
bers together as one people, des-
pite caste, space and language
that seemingly divide them”,

With Rajaji uniyersal peace and
harmony was an abiding passion.
He led a delegation of the Gandhi
Peace Foundation to Britain and
the US, when he was more than
80 years old, to try and persnade
the leaders of thase countries to
gmi up testing and stockpiling of
nuclear weapons. On his
journey he m a lon inter:vtil:sm
with Pope Paul at the %/atif.‘:ln.

This  extraordina
whose intellectual ?gi[it}-pemg:i
alertness, advancing years conld
not blunt, left us at the ripe old
age of 94. As someone summed
t1;11;: ]:_'l:::ot:;g ]'l.i:n Sapskrit couplet,
never agetn sEbEE r was and
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PUNJAB AND HARYANA LETTER:

PUNJAB

AND HARYANA OPPOSED TO

FOOD RATIONING

CHANDIGARH, February 18:
[n pursuance of the ]2-point pro-
gramme adopted at the conter-
ence of presidents and secretanes
of District Congress Committees
held in New Dethi on February 2,
the ruling party in both Punjab
and Haryana has started taking
steps to establish a rapport with
the masses. Mrs Indira Gandhi,
Mr D. P, Dhar and Dr S. D.
Sharma exhorted Congressmen to
involve themselves eftectively in
the implementation of Govern-
ment policies and in particular,
the Plan schemes. On February
14, addressing the presidents and
general secretaries of the District
Congress Commiltees in Punjab,
the Chief Minister, Mr Zail Singh,
called upon them to activise the
rank and file and ensure people’s
cooperation in the implementa-
tion of the Congress Covernment’s
socialistic policies, At the meet-
ing—the first of its kind held since
the 1972 Assembly elections—
Congressmen were also urged to
seek mass support in the formula-
tion of the Fifth Plan.
~ Accordingly, training camps,
“national weeks” and district-level
conferences have been planned in
Punjab. Top-level Haryana Con-
gress leaders have also resolved
to activise the party units through-
out the State in order to involve
the people in the solution of major
tconomic problems, It has been
(li’t.‘l(_lt-(] to build a party cadre im-
mediately. About 1,000 volunteers
are proposed to be enrolled, in the
st instance, in the State’s (Har-
yana) ten districts, They will be
BIVen necessary training in vari-
ous fields. The Chief = Minister,
:h[:- 2{‘]'::' Lﬂl-t himself launched

ass  contact q i
January. What i olfﬁﬂ?:wn:‘
nificant, Congréssmen  are being
urged to help in controlling the
prices of essential commodities.

A
3 Itr_:st ngressmen  blame the
".115 ing bureaueratic set-up and
e inefficient administration for

the present malgis
se; they contend
:11;1! 50 long as the existing set-up
2 ;mt refnr:pl'd. they would not ba
ble to achieve big results. Such

appeals as they make at rural
gatherings are unlikely to elicit
a healthy response. Opposition
groups, especially communists, are
also planning similar activity to
reach the masses. Reports from
the border areas already speak
of extremists renewed activity
among the rural sections.

Both Punjab and Haryana gov-
ernments have adopted a common
line in regard to the grain trade.
They now favour a State take-over
of the wholesale trade but are
opposed to it at the retailers” level.
Retailers and consumers, they feel,
should be free to buy their wheat
requirements in the open market.
Such a policy would permit lakhs
of retailers to continue their voca-
tions and also save the consumers
from hardships. Since these two
States have a sizable surplus of
wheat and rice every year, ration-
ing is regarded as totally unneces-
sary. So the Chief Ministers have
decided to oppose any Central

GUJARAT LETTER:
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move to introduce rationing
which, it is feared, would cause an
“unnecessary scare’,

As for the elimination of mid-
dlemen, both States feel that only
the “pucca” middlemen should be
eliminated. Most of them are
already out of the business. But the
“katcha” commission agents should
be allowed to remain because it is
beyond the Governmenit’s capacity
to establish a large network to
manage the trade at all levels.
Each State has demanded substan-
tial sums of money (ranging bet-
ween one crore of rupees and
two crores of rupees) for the im-
plementation of the wheat trade
take-over. The Punjab Food
Minister  contends that the
“katcha” middlemen will help im-
part efficiency to the procurement
system, since they are of consider-
able assistance to the farmer in
disposing of grain. Wholesale
dealers in Punjab have already
been directed to clear their sur-
plus stocks in readiness for the
implementation of the new policy.
The permissible quantity {:-Pstc{:'k
is now 50 tonnes (500 bags) of
wheat. There are at present over
10,000 licensed wholesale wheat
dealers.

STATE TAKE-OVER OF WHOLESALE
GRAIN TRADE

RAJKOT, February 15: As if
the mishandling of the drought
situation is not enough, the Guja-
rat Government has announced
its decision to take over the whole-
sale trade of wheat and rice. At
present, it is unable to supply
sufficient stocks to its fair-price
shops. The first reaction to this
‘take-over announcement is a
sudden spurt in the prices of wheat
and rice. The State Government
is creating circumstances wherein
full rationing will become inevi-
table, bringing further corruption
and misery in its wake. The mea-
sure could have been postponed
till after the monsoon and atten-
tion been paid towards gaining
cooperation from the various social
institutions and political parties,
taking the people into confidence
about the real state of afairs.
Instead, the State Government
puts forth false reports and un-

reliable statistics about the food
situation. The tendency of the
State Government to make famine
administration an one-party show
robs it of cooperation from the
mandals, social institutions, maha-
jans ';md the Opposition.
L]

Gujarat is disappointed at the

recent indication given by the
l.rImnn Irrigation Minister, Dr
K. L. Rao, of further postpone-

ment of the Narmada award by
the Prime Minister. He said that
it was now slated for the end of
the. Lok Sabha budget session.
This delay is all the more regret-
table  considering the colossal
annual loss of 15 hillion rupees
suffered by the nation. This dis-
pute is hanging fire for the last
ten years. Under the terms of the
i‘g{eemcntdeven the height of the
avagam dam is to be i
the Prime Minister. e
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