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1 knew Rajaji for the 1ast
fifty zwh’ years from the time
he came in contact with Gan-

~ dhiji and iomed the Satyagrana
' ‘movement. He had just, shifted
from his native town. of Salem

.and eslablished himsell as an
advocate in the . Madras High
Court. He was a rising lawyer.
wap, if he had ecqntinued in the
profession. would have been a
great advocale and a jurist. But
the loss to the legal professina
Wwas an lnvaluable gain to the
nation.

We were allerwards colleagues
in the Working Committee for
vears. Whenever the Commitize
met in Allahabad, though  the
arrangements were made f{or the
stay of Rajajl and Vallabbhal
%t Anand Bhawan, they prefer-
réd to stav with me in Swars)

Bhawan. These two great men
had a high opinion of Sucheta’s
abilities.

Rajajl before he look part ™
the " Satvagraha movement was
in palitics a follower of Tilak
He was an extremist, the ultra-
radical of these days. But his
main activity then was in  ihe
social field. Though born in 4n
ur[,hol::;}x Brahmin [anﬂl}g’ﬁe did
not believe in untouch: or
the Caste Byktuu. qu W i
.not observe the gﬂ'eg an
-mnip of the H g

The first mark he mﬂe as a
fine  debator was at  Congress
Session in Gaya in 1922 presided
over by Chitturanjan Das. The old
;hadersh'm Das, Mptilal. Vithal-
bhai swod for change in the

ngresas. Programme laid  dawn

gl sd. He never
“intn confidence about the cause.
 of his resignation. But'those wh'
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.toreign Government to detea"'
l-.lltler_s Germany.

But the differences he had with
Gandhiji and %is colleagues ol

the Working' Committee did nac  the Assembly, by directing that
no legislator should approach ;
officers except through the Chiel

make -any = change in the hlgn
opinion about Rajaji's greal qui-
lities, of the head and the heart
Gandhiji  once called him his
‘Conscience keeper! It was, there-
fore, not surprising that as soon
as India’s freedom was in the
offing, Rajaji was. called to be
the Governor of Bengal and
little afterwards go be the first
Governor-General of. free India.
during tae course of the interim
Government, Jawaharlal wanted
him to be the [first Rashtrapali
of Free India. But that was not

1o be. The choice of the people

for the highest position in the
state fell upen  another graat
patriot and man of learning,
Rajemdra  Babu. Afterwards
Jawaharlal called him to join
the Central Cabinet as Minjsiar
without portfolio, and after tae
death of Sardar, as ths Home
Minister. But, however, gre.t’
may  have- been  Jawaharlal's
opinion about Rajaji, it was ho'
possible for these twogreat men
10 pull on together in the-Cahi-
net for long. j&ajmi soon resign-

took the publi:

knew the two men understond
the gulf that divided

h L3
was in their respective wésfim%

ing, character and putlook on
life that separated them, what-

t‘sl‘l I.hczr nmnmn u‘..t I‘at.‘h l:-ther!.. ‘the dus mm“

cerned. This episode of the mode

jaji's political cureer. “He alwavs |
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Wwas T ‘and hi onents w

entirely “wrong. i also

the gﬂodw.m of the members

Minister or the  Ministiers con-

|

of forming a ministry paved Lhe
way to defections, which in after
years have plagued Indian poii- |
tics and made politician a by-
word of contempt. It also opened

tha way for the Governors 1o
exercise’ their discretion
favour of the ruling parly ia

the formation of ministries.
‘However, this did nat end Ra-!

took keen in’loreﬂuin the afairs
of his country.” At the advanced
age. of eighty, he formed a 'mew
party. as he thought that Il.ha
Congress was ot properly ha
ling the affairs of the scountry”
and there was' a lendency ‘o=
wards the rule of one person b
which the freedom of the eitl
zen and ‘his initiative ‘would® he
1)st. ‘He wanted to call the ne
party the ;fﬂmwnt!ve Party
. ﬂlﬂ

India,
Hl’ word nnst-
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‘endra  Babu and myself
stood for no change. Jawaiarlal
id not made up his mind yer.
( an at Gaya was
We cmfﬂd the ;c_lzr
“'Chittaranjan Das was consirained
ip resign as the President of
the Congress. '

:  After his first brilliant per-
formance, there have been ups

and downs in the political life

Lof Rajajl. When in 1924 Gandhi-
i was released from jail on ac-
count of his illness, he put =n

bend 13 the controversy between

-the pro-changers and the no-
. changers. Ramjaji then took to
constructive work and organised
Khadi and  village work and
lived in an Ashram, .« o

Rajaji's fArst setback in the
fhnn%ress. was when he said {hut

& Longress must recognise Pak-
istan in ° principle. This  was
&reatly  misunderstood  at 1lhe
time. What Rajaji meant came
out clearly, when in 1943, after
he was released, Gandhiji met
Jinnah at the instance of Rajaji
At the very first meeting wien
Gandhiji mentioned  Raja)'s
name, Jinnah denounced him ‘n
such  terms that, ag Gandhiji
#ald afterwards. he felt like ab-
andoning the talks with Jinnan
Jinngh understood the meaning
of HRajali. about the acceptanze
of  Pakistan in theory by  the
. Cong better {han his erities

in' the Cangress, His idea was ns

Praoposed by Gandhiji, which was

rejected by Jinnah,

The second oceasion when he
differed from his colleagues ot
the Congréss was at the time nf
the ‘quit India’ movement, He
Slood for co-gperation with the

ey

--'oI the Congres
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Rajaji wi 0sen as a leader
s i “Party after gﬁe
" General Election in Froee
rﬁﬁ% in 1952 and became the
Chief Minister of United Mar-
ras. The Congress had failed o
secure a majority in the A-!!bg'k -
bly -Eram:;nm;:me siate leads
of . had come to an ur
derstanding with ‘the Communist
Parly to form a Coalition Gov-.
ernment, which commanded a
majority in the Assembly. But
Congressmen have always been
veluctant  to part with power
Therefore, the Congress party in
Madras and at theCentre concai-
ved the plan, to ask the Gover-
nor not to call the leader of tha:
coalition, but to call Rajaji, the
leader of the party, which nad

- fatled~ to secure a mdjority in

the Assembly, to form thae Gov-

‘ernment. A pliant Governor, Shrt

Prakash, obliged the Congress
party to which he himself be-
longed. He called Rajaji to form
the Government, Rajaji, who had
not contested the election, was
nominated by the Governor ta

the upper house as a literary
person, as if his literary  abili-
ties werp  discovered then far

the first time! As soon as Raja-
ii took office, he announced ihaut
‘he would dissolve the Assembly
if he did not command the
majority. Soon there wera defee-
tions from other parties. and
the Congress had the requisite
majority. However, Rajati's Chier
Ministership did  not lasi long.
Rajaji had accepted o be the
Chief Mmister nn the clear un-
derstanding  that the Centra
would support him. This Support
Was not forthcoming, when Raja-
il was obliged ta resign an the
Issue of introducing cratt work

- ensic skill was

<1

in the best connotatisn 'of that

term. "' :

Whatever cause Rajaji !
up, he brought to it his earnest-
ness, determination and indurnr—F

table will. It is true that nel
often advocated lost causes, 45|
In the  case of his scheme of

reform in education or prohihi-
on or ' opposition to artificial
methods of birth-control. He was
mever . enthused by sentiments
and passions. He was preemi-
nently the intellectual. His. for-
unmateched. 1t
was  alwayvs difficult ta argue
with him. He would overwhelm
his opponents not only by logi-
cal arguments, but bring t> his
ald similie, metaphor, fable and
‘annecdotes. But by these means,|
hev=could not always convinee |
his' opponents. In the case of
Gandhiji, it mwas different. He
Would not try to defeat his 3p-
ponent in  argument but eon-
vince Him by the clear enuncia-
tion of his'stand ang his sincere
conviction. Unbeatable as Rajajt
Was In argument, he hag also
fhe capacily of reducing his cri-
tics 1y silence by ane sentence.
Mrs. \Gandhi, as the Prime Miy

nister, opce eriticised Rajaji. His
reply was “1 first met Indira at
the age of three. Iy seems  she
has not grown since”.

Rajaji's  literary accomplish -
ments were great. He Wias a pro-
lific writer,  not only in  his

mother tongue Tami 1,

g but also 1n
English, He wy

in; 'le books on re-
ligion, philosophy and politics.
But he did not forget the echil-
dren. He wrote for them ton.

His learning was as m

5 assive and)
solid as that'

' the old pandits|
Continued on next. page
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L cards (six &pades, one heékrt, 140
| dimin and two ¢lubs) ancd
need one additionaf trick for the
slam. Where do you find your
12th trick?

Thie heart fnesse is a possl-
bilily. but a poor one It's &
far beller idea Lo set up ont ol
dummy’s c¢lubs as your, I18th
trivk: y

SOOTHES |

This means that you  niust BOAEN LSS
make a dale with the jack of

21 spades. You want to win a trick
with dummy's jack of spades on
the tiird round of {rumps and
afler dummy’s clubs have been
sel up.

You must alsp meke 5 dale n
Aubs. You must win your [first
club trick in the dummy only |
on the second round of that suil. |

CORRECT PLAY

| Listerine Lozenges§
attack sore throat 4 ways

Avallable in 1. SOOTHES SORENESS
a choice of Havours and 2. RELIEVES COUGH
g el i 3. KILLS GERMS
COMFORTS PAIN

LISTERINE |

LOZENGES &

! The correcl play is to win the .!
Hirst dimmond with the king and |
draw just oneé reund ol trumps, |
Now wyou lead a low ¢luly from
\vour hand and play low tur, per-
hips, the nine of clubs), from
dummy.

East wins and  returrs  the
jacks of hearts. 1f ou haa
drawn a second trump, Lush |
would have refurned a third |
{rump to make ynu loo €arly for
your date with the lack ol
spades.

When the , heart is relurned
you win with the ace. Diraw one
more trump with the king ol
spades, and then lead a club to
keep your dale with dummy's
king of clubs.

e

You ean now ruff a lsw club -
and lead a trump back to dums .
my's Jack. This draws the last With swong-medicines 2
trump and puts you in dummy tolgie . - i
: e =
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