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~— 1 Enew Rajajl for the lasg
fifty two years from tne time
he came In contact with Gan-
dn nd Jolned the oauyu-
nt. He had just

‘his native town
A and established nim
Self a8 an advocate in the
Madras High Court. He was a
rising lawyer, who, if he had
continued in the profession,
would have beeén a great ad-
vocate and a Jurist. But the
loss to the legal profession
was an Invaluapie gain to the
nation.

We were alterwards collea-
gues in the Working Commit-
tee for years. Whenever the
Commitiee met in Allahabad,
though the arrangements were
made for the stay of Rajall
and Vallabnbhal at Anand
Bhawan, they preferred t(o
stay with me in Swars) Bha-
wan. These two greal men
had a high opinion of Suche-
ta's abilities.

Rajajl before he took part
in the Satyagraha movement
was in politics a follower of
Tilak. He was an extremist,
the ultra-radical of these days
But his main activity then was
in the social field. Though
born in an orthodox Brahmin
family, he did not belleve in
untouchabllity or the Caste

| Bystem. He also did not ob-

serve the rites and ceremonies
of the Hindu religion.

Fine Debator

The first mark he made as
a Iine debator was at Cong-
ress Sesslon in Gaya in 1922
presided over by Chitranjan
Das. The old leadership, Das,
Motilal, Vithalbhal stood for
change in the Congress pro-
gramme lald down by Gandhi-
i, in favour of council-entry
as agalnst BSardar, Rajendra
Babu and myself who stood
for no change. Jawaharlal had
not made up his mind  yet.
Our spokesman at Gaya was
HRajajl. We carried the day.
Chitranjan Das was constraln
ed (o reslgn as the President
ol the Congress.

After his first brilllant per-
formance, there have been
ups and downs In the political
life of Rajajl. When In 1924
Gandhljl was released from
jall on account of his fllness,
he put an end to the contro-
versy between the pro-chang-
€5 and the no-changes. Ralajl
then took to constructive work
and organised Khadl and vil-
lage work and lived in

an
Ashram,
Set Back
anp]l's first set bhack 1In
the Congress, was when he

sald that the Congress must
recognise Pakistan in principle
This was greatly misunder-
stood at the time., What Rajla-
)l meant came out clearly,
when In 1943, after he was
released, Gandhiji met Jinnah
at the instance of Rajaji. At
the very first meeting when
Gandhijl mentioned Rajail's
name, Jinnah denounced him
In such terms that, as Gan-
gt:m sald afterwards, he felt
like abandoning the talks with
Jinnah. Jinnah upnderstood the
meaning of Rajajl, about the
acceptance of Pakistan In
theory by the Congress, better
lrha.n 151!‘:‘- \éﬂtﬁu:ﬁ in the Cong-
ess. His |dea was ae

by Gandhijl, whlch‘ ﬂ'raimi:‘-j—
lected by Jinnah,

The second oecasion when
!w_.e.- differed from his collea-
::nw :Iml the Congress was at
tne tme of the ‘quit India’
rE:.; vement. He stood for co-
UPETAtion with the forelgn Go

vemmment to defe '
Pon il at Hitler's

differences he had
ndhijl and his collea-
‘'O the Working Commit-
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tee did not make iy COALge
in the high opinion apout ra-
Ja)i's greatr qualities, oI LDE
nead and the neart. Gandhljl
once called him his 'Consclen-
ce keeper'! It was, therefore,
not surprising thal as 5000 45
India’s’ freedom was in the
ommg, Hajajl was calied to
be the Governor of Bengal
and little afterwards 1o be the
{irst Governor-General of free
India, during the course of
the interim Government. Ja-
waharlal wanted him to be
the first Rashtrapati of Free
India. But that was not to be.
The cholce of the people for
the highest position In the
state fell upon another great
patriot and man ol learning,
Rajendra Babu. Afterwards
Jawaharlal called him to join
the Central Cabinet as Minis-
ter without portfollo, and af-
ter the death of Sardar, as
the Home Minister. But, how-
eyer great may have been
Jawaharlal's opinion about
Rajajl, it was not possible for
these two great men to pull
on together in the Cabinet for
long. Rajajl soon resigned. He
never took the publle into con-

f

fidence about the cause of
his resignation. But those who
knew Lhe two men understood
the gulf that divided them. It
was In their respectlve up-
bringing, character and out-
look on life that separated
them, whatever their opinion
of each others' merits.

Chief Minister

Rajajl was chusen as a lea-
der of the Congres: Party af-
ter the first General Election
In Free Indla in 1952 & became
the Chlef Minister of united
Madras. The Congress Had
falled to secure a majority In
the Assembly. Prakashan, the
State leader of KMPP., had
come to an understanding
with the Communist Party to
form a Coalition Government,
which commanded a majority
in the Assembly. But Congress
men have always been reluc-
tant to part with power. The-
refore, the Congress Party in
Madras and at the Centrs
concelved the plan, to ask the

Vernor not to call the lea-
der of the coalition, but o
r.ﬂ“:' Rajajl, the ieader of the
pariy. which had falled to se-
cure a majority In the Assem-
bly, to form the Government.

AJAJT
EMINISCE
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t Governur, shri Fra-
M&im obliged the Congress
Party to which he himsell be-
longed. He called Rajajl 10
form the Government Raja-
ji, who had not conlested the
wection, was nominated by
the Governor to the upper
house as a literary person, as
if his literary abilitles were
discovered then for the first
time! As soon as Rajajl took
office, he announced that he
would dissolve the Assembly
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if he did not command the
majority. Soon there were de-
fections from other parties,
and the Congress had the
requisite majority. However
Rajajl's Chief Minlstership
did not last long. Rajajl had
accepted to be the Chief Mi-
nister on the clear understan-
ding that the Centre would
support him. This support
was not forthcoming, when
Ralall was obliged to resign
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on the issue of introducing
craft work In primary schools,
In this he was right and his
opponents were eéntirely wrong
Rajajl also lost the goodwill
of the members of the Assem
bly, by directing that no legis-
lator should approach the of-
ficers except through the Chi-
el Minister or the Minlsters
concerned. This eplsode of the
mode of forming & ministry
paved the way to detections,
which in after years have
plagued Indlan politics and
made politiclan a by-word of
contempt. It also opened the
way for the Governors to ex-
ercise their discretion in favo-
ur of the ruling party in the
formation of ministries.

However, this did not
Rajajl's political career. eﬂg
always took keen Interest in
the affalrs of his country. At
the advanced age of elghty,
he formed a new party, as he
thought that the Congress
Was not properly handling the
affalrs of the country and
there was a tendency towards
the rule of one person by whi-
ch the freedom of the citl-
Zen and his initlative would
be lost. He wanted to call the

these days ‘reaction’ in  the
public mind. The new parly
was therefore called The Swa-
tantra Party. It stands for
Democracy, the freedom  of
tht individual and his unfet-
tered initiative. It also stands
for the rule of law & the due
process of law.! Rajajl was a
liberal in politics, liberal in
thé best connotation of that
term.

Whatever cause Rajajl touk
up, he brought to it his ear-
nestness, determination and
indomitable will. It is true
that he often advocated lost,
calses, a5 in the case of his
scheme of reform in education
or prohibition or opposition
to artificial methods of birth
control. He was never enthu-
sed by sentiments and pas-
slons. He was preeminently
the Intellectual. His forensic
skill was unmatched. It was
always difficult to argue with
him. He would overwhelm his
opponents not only by loglcal
arguments, but bring«to his
ald simille, metaphor, Ifable
and anecdotes. But by these
means, he could not always
convince his opponents. In
the case of Gandhijl, it was
different. He would not try to
defeat his opponent in argu-
ment but convince him by the
clear enunication of his stand
and his sincere convlction.
Unbeatable as Rajajl was in
argument, he had also the ca-
patity of reduclng his critics
to sllence by one sentence.
Mrs. Gandhl, as the Prime
Minister, once criticlsed Ra-
Jajl, His reply was “I first
met Indira at the age of
three. It seems she has not
grown since.”

Rajajl's literary accomplish
ments were great. He was a
projific writer, not only in his
mother tongue Tamil, but also
in English. He wrote books
on religion, philosophy and
polltics. But he did not forget
the children. He wrote for
them too. His learning was as
majsive and golld as that of
the old pandits, beref of their
Orthodoxy. He may be sald to
be the modern Bhishm Pita-
maha who had eat no-
body’'s salt. He was not subser
viadt to anybody, except to/
tha truth he saw at the time.

was be no truth, but it was
80 jor him. He was a man of
universal courtesy. Hls man-
nery were perfect. Even when
he hit hard, he remained
calm and collected.

Rajajl was a great journa-
!lst. He was put in charge of
Yogng India’ when Gandhij!
Wayg convicted of sedition anc
8Wirded slx years imprison-
mext in 1922. Rajajl founded
the'weekly “Swaraj”. He write
In § from week to week anc
ofté two articles In the week
He \gontinued writing In this
Pamer almost to his very end
Onf often looked for Rajajf's
Vieys on any crucial problem
thaf confronted the country.

is no more with us; bul
his pountrymen  will always
remmber him. They will fee
2 Wid In the national lfe
wWhigy eannot be easlly filled
(Pujjication Syndicate)



