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" Twogmmgt\lhan died, almost
= at the ?ﬁm& T A
former A
' D
Chakraverti  Ralag sty
 Their and much of their
lives were

tally different. But as
thelr deaths came almost on the
same day, a comparison comes 1o
mind. For in a very real and im-
portant way they were very much
allke,

. Both typified a certaln earthy
'quality, a fighting instinct, a
e stion mot only nol to pass
mselves off ns something they
were m‘_& an absolute celebra-
tion of origins,

True C.R.. or Rajajl as he was
known to milllons, wes a Brahmin
aristocrat of Soyth Indla, He
glorled In that: I remember his
once nsking me, his eyes sparkling
with that strange kind of boyish
end mischlevous delight that was
his hallmerk, if I were not a Jew.
1 told him yes. And then, almost
consplratorially, he told me that
the Brahmins of South Indla were
sometimes lkened to the Jews, in
their intellectuality, their success-
ful acquisition of wealth, their ex-
clusiveness,

Caricature

Harry Trumsn on the contrary
was ths middie American — as it
hos come to be called. He was so
typical of Missouri-Kansas that
made him that sometimes he al-
most  seemed a cnricature, But
like Rajajl, hs too had
that he was always proud of, that
to when he lett

s ,  whole-
some, and sometimes a litle heavy.

There have been a lot of funeral
;}mu:ﬂs. of mﬁourse. g&m had
oom! large the rec history
of their nations.

But so muech that was written
ahout Rafall was false and foolish
that I would like to add some
footnotes.

I reed on several occaslons that
he was head of a “rightist” party,
;.;-’nhnté ;logme:-use! It 1sh true that

atanira group he organised
was affillated with big business In-
terests in Bombay and BSouth
India. It would alsp be important
to point out that they are the
liberal  influences fn Indlan 1ife,
that  they have stood (llke the
Tataz in Bombay) for public chari=
tes, for falr pricing, for compet]-
ton. None of these are typical of
Indian business. And they cer-
E:“.l"’?..’"“’ not typleal of the Indian
right” — if those Xind of slo-
ganiatic terms must be used.

B‘ut'LhE important  thing about
Refali's political Yife was that |t
was Intellectually consistent. Ha
nover chased alogans, and he never
ler emattonml silachments confuse
Lha reality of the sltuation, But

A phrass as well as
the next — “permit-
he ealled Nehru's
Tle.

If he wus “lexs §i
nEoisL
many of his ooml:rs':lornmlnth&::

period leading to Independenice, 1t
\:u becalse he knew that Indin's

ot =

-

“over resistance to Japanese
g:ilnam-lsm. and sgain on the ques-
tion of partillon

behave. b
en he opposed "snclglism'
—A?ga&whw tmgh ;.b; whale
Buropean movemen at hns been
paraded through Indla in the past
25 wyears with all and sundry
gboard — it was because he under-
stood that in India’s ecircumstances
it would add to @ tyranny of power
inherent in the long centurles of
domination from above.
Yet that did not prevent
him from belng en idealist. e
campeigned against puclear

‘testing. For while he  consider-

ed war _perha) inevitable in
human life, he p?elz that nuclear
weaponry would mean an end to
civillsation. And so he left India
for the first time in his life to
journey to Washington fo talk
against muclear stockpiling, and
for whatever concessions might ba
necessary to  make
the other nuclear powers. (1 never
knew what he thought of Truman,
who, whether right or wrong, ha

given the glgnal for the firs
nuclear holocausts toward the end
of World War II).

Saite e not
extreme ] e not only
felt that India wds moving in the
wrong directlon; he feared that
the world society itself was launch-
¢d on paths which would lesd to
its own destruction, at least the
destruction of its soul

These were not the concepis of
New ¥York cocktall party vedan-
tism, nor obscure Hindy meta-
physles (of which he could be =

pastmaster), They were very real
worrles of an ¢ld man who had
kept his

eve g the ball all his
life — a man who could break into
# complicated political diseussion

to sk me just how & new gas

clgarette lghter worked. But per-
haps it s  better to let Rafajl
spenk for himsel!l. Here are somn
phrases taken from an unpublished
conversation he had I conducted
Just three years ago:

Indian politics

On Indian politics: “I wish there
were polarieation of ideclogy. Ii is
nat that...but there won't be o
great amount of instabllity of Gov-
ernment becauss the tendency in
India is to settle down in obedience
to Governments. There isn't any
spirit of revolt sufficlently strong to
create that kind of instability which
You are thinking of. Therefore, we
will t‘a.:lwe a stability of poor Govern-

Communism in India:
n&;m tll.;.mhﬂ!i on the
suppressing Individuality.
India, the poorest, the m{'»st. III}.E
informed peasant s an individua-

won't agree to suppress

1 , When the
the communists wil ran,tfs" )

Gandhl's legacy in Indla: “Bxespt
that they pay homage to his de
and his greatness, there iz po gub-
Jecilve improvement today of the
people In correlation with his ideals,

“Commu-
individual
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troubles of all kinds we will get &
world Covernment sometime, not
In the very distant future, but in
the pretty near future, because the
need for it §5 very urgent.
fore, it 15 bound to come quickly.
The world Government must come
through the infiuence of a power-
ful country like America. We can't
get It strailpht away by voting, sO
say. A powerful country must
get involved in all afiairs and then
& world Government has to come.

3
Man’s progress

On progress: “We work toward
progress, an az!mnak:n of good —
&n fon of good things with-
out limit. Now you have reached a
point when you sense that you are
advancing too much and we have
certain products of expansion which
are not pleasant. For instance, in-
dustries and population in the cities
and the like. Now, what idess ?re-
valled In Indla when we were less
advanced have now an application
and a truth which was not seen
before. For instance. Gandhijl's ob-
jection to Industrialisation has &
meaning now. Many philosophers
in Britaln objected to industrialisa-
tion. It takes on a meaning now
though It then had not much im-
pact on the educated I'Ipsﬂ:!lit: or the
industrial  public, ow théy ses
that it 15 possible to have too many
motor cars on the roads. It 18 pos-
sible to have too much smoke in the
alr. It ia possible to have contamina-~
tion of all our drinks, of all our
wolers, and so on, 0 that now you
gee that devils which were pointed
out by some, if I may use a phrase
like this, the antl-progress people
of the old days. The anti
people were spéaking the truth we
new see In some respects. In what
way Indisn ideas which are still of
the old type have a meaning now
for the modern industrial west,

“The meaning comes on account
of our belng nearer to an earlfer
stage of advance. Tt's merely a
question of the dimension of pro-
gress. If a question were asked of
me some years ago — ‘Do you see
nny limiv to progress?® 1 would
bhave sald, ‘No'. But now I am able
to tell you, "We have a limit to
progress,” We will have to stop at a
certain point. And there we come!
back to what Buddha sald and what
Candhi sald and what the same
type of philosophers In Britain said
who objected to too much civilisa-
tion. Now, this is,,.you have dragg.
ed me to mysticlsm."”
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phone: 251424

ﬁsw@ntrn party |

national headquarters

sassoon building, 143, mahatma gandhi road, bombay 1.

January 6, 1973
Dear Sir,

For purposes of record and particularly in connection
with the forthcoming National Canvention, we wish to
obtain four copies each of your issue from December 20,
when Rajaji was admitted to the hospital,till the 4th
of January.

We shall of course be glad to pay the cost involved,

Thanking you,

Yours. truly,
."“_

(S. V. Reju)
(l
Executive Secretary

The Circulation Manager,

Bombay.
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