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-~ that the visitor noticed
Mr C. Rajagopalachari's
study in his modest house in
‘West Madras was its impec-
cable cleanliness and order.
And its cosiness, created more

the manner of arrange-
ment of its mmz a
~ charpoy, a n arrel
kltolklfanlﬁ.oolltogemd
the charpoy, a reclining

2

and two ordinary ones
between the bench and
- On th{' footstool were a calling
‘an electrie torch, his readin
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RAJAJI:

watches in their still new leather any alteration
cases. “At no time did the tw
ee”, notes “SVS"
e secretary, liai4
velling companion

watches ever a
Rajaji's long-t
s0n man,

o.'

and literary consuliant, “and he

ereptually kept adjustin
:'itl?tha !lr!thl!'lﬂ" ! &

one

Raja)i kept those items on the

stool

Ways 1o one particuiar,

neat order, and he frowned upon

asses and his two small pock
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iment. The m

fastidious as his ¢elebrated mind.

On the long bench he had, in
similar neat, permanent order,
his engagement diary, a scribbl-
ing pad, two old pens (one of
them a vintage Parker), one fine-
Iy sharpened pencil, a pair of
woollen shawls (for him to throw
upon his shoulder of a cold even:
ing) and a cotton one. ‘“And
he had those shawls folded al-
wsa‘\;s ‘En one particular way''. says

Sim{lar strict order prevailed
even in the zip bag and the

obvious re-he was a prolific  writer,

nishiddam"—

it—writing out' a reply on one
of his famous letter-cards,
dictating to his secretary a longer
reply, or throwing it into the
waste paper basket when no r
ply was indicated. Disposal, one
way or the other, was instanta
neous. In recent years, as his
mail grew to unmanageable
portions, his secretary sorte
all out, and placed before

(=1

it
him
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small “executive” suit case (a
gift from Air-India when he went
abroad a decade ago), in wh
Ragﬁji carried, while travelling,
with each httle thing in its partl
cular place, a pen knife, a small
scissors, a leather belt (or yes,
he tied a belt over hs dhoti
with characteristic care), an

ila small packet of toothpicks, be

des a roll of bandage and some
:l!ledicinﬁ and vitamin pills.

And, savs “SVS"” (his full name
is 8. Venkata Subramaniam, but
to everyone including Piloo Mody
taf Mocg, M, e e on
daily ésenﬂimu a dozen vitamin

“He took them about the same

time, along with his morning
coffee, but always in an unvary-

change that order.
ion—or peccadillo—

This
had various other personal ex-
tensions as well For instance
he had, at any given timeil n
less than flve or six clean hand-
kerchieves on his person. seerel:

pills always in a particular order. ineiy

ing order”. None, it seems, dare

only those which called for a
And the old leader read

reply. eader
ch it nﬁ and dictated his replies on 4

the sot.
He never had any pendin1
work on his hands. 1 am al

set to leave any moment, should
Death call”, he used to tell fre-
q1.uam:lgl.a

In his reading, he had, to-
wards his end, a weakness for
fiction, especially for the classics
of his youth: novels by Thackeray
(within the past year he rerea
Vanity Fair and several other
novels), Dickens (his most re-
cent reading), Trollope, and the
like. And latter<day books that
had similar quality, He liked, for
nce, Pasternak’s Dr Zhivago
—liked it so much indeed that

he made marginal comments,
then d m?book to a bosom
ie his in Bangalore to

read.
And he was a relatively fast

reader, reading as many as_
quarto pages in an hour: a bit of
a record for one of his age.

On the morning newspapers he’

spent never more than a few
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_ed away 1n the pod:pta_ff

his minutes, scanning hesdlines and

§ PSR

d toadanseuse; her

60 the ladv—now widely recognized

as
eryone knows: there was an
nending flow of articles, short
es, letters to newspapers,
d sometimes even poems.
omposed a song in E
the singer M. S Subbulakshmi's
nited Nations con More
cently, he composed a satiri

poem in Tamil which had
MK men jumping in annoyance
ast fews . however,

to  bri
ety of
n “Dear
(" Swarajya:
t He dictated daily,
effort.

» Theréiwas another, and warm:
ly human side to him that few
knew about: his ready aid to
eserving students, his quiet,
sagacious advice to close friends
in all matters including those of
the heart (Can you imagime
Rajaji playing Cupid!) and his
interventions to secure justice
for the troubled.

One instance of the last, and
a truly untold story, pertaine
' tron, a greatl
Tamilian, died suddenly, leaving
her penniless; the man's [amily
refused bluntly to part with a
paisa for her; and the lady con-
templated fAling a suit. Rajaji
neard of 1, an prnmpﬂy wrote
io the great man's son adwvising
him to do the decent thing by
the lady, if only for the sake of

He

lish for

of 5tay with a friend; and suggested

d “SVS" introduced her to Rajaji,

......

-no-heart kind that some Tamil-

ians considered him to be, was

an intensely humane person,

even going out of his way o

gom;;.a the happiness of his
ends.

. One also learns of several
instances of his ready assistance

to the deserving young. He
found one yvoung graduate a
brilliant mind and prom

advised him to study law, offer
ing to pay his tuition fees. In
another such instance, he assist.
ed a youngster through the
engineering college. The latier
Fassed with distinction, aﬁg;hug
or a fob, then came to Rajaii
to ask him to speak to some
friend of his at the town where
he was going for his interview,
The old leader arranged for his

to the yuungﬁstar to have a loak
at the daughter of that friend,
and come back and report if he
liked herl This was Rajaji the
marriage-maker at work.  The
young man gof that job, and that
irl: Rajaj! duly arranged for
is marriage with her!

One might ronnd off these
Rajajiana with vet another, and
revealing, anecdote, This Is about
the dinner given by film actor
Premnath to Rajaji 12 vears ago
at Bombay.

The story goes that as the
old man’went up to the door,
Premnath's star-wife Bina Ral
came forward to invite him in.

notlng that she was a film
star. Rajaji paused for & long
moment, then asked: "Do vou
mean to say that she 15 a film
aclress?” “SVS" said, yes, che
was, Rajaji. however, repeated
the guestion, and as they
wondered why, he added:
“Surely, s0 much beauty is not
required for film-acting!™

his father's fair name, and settle

a tidy sum upon her. Rajafi's
suggestion was accepied. And

and affluent—daes not to this
know of Rajzji's interven-
in her behalf. He had prob-
never even met her.

jaji intervened likewise to
a fair pension {rom the
ucation Ministry for the

publisher of Poet

t, Paral H
When the latter called to ex-
press his gratitude to Rajai: in
the latter declined to
meet him. *T have done nothing
and he need not thank me",
was his reasoning.
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ed away in the pockels of his
inner vest (an interesting sleeve-
less, V-necked and front-buttoned
affalr, with two large side-

ockets) and in those of his

ria. Each kerchief had a spec:
fic function. “The one that he
used for, say. wiping his fingers,
}vuaner used to wipe his
meal™

And, as vou can well imagine,

Rajaji took not less than an hour pef

for his bath. Once his bath was
over, he insisted on the bathroom
being wiped dry and gleaming!

He was not just a careful dres-
ser hut a fashiopable one. The
sleeves of his kurta, for instance,
were not ba as one ﬁnds in
By ‘:fa,"“‘
| (And he bought his -ﬁi’ﬁ
from the same 3 hh native
‘St:slg’m run'by an old lsaoctntu of

as with his
e, thnruugh-
_01 re

minutes, scanning headlines and
dlgeatmg the opening summar-
ies, leaving it to his secretaries
(two, besides “SVS") to brin
to his notice whatever deserv
detailed attention. They also read
out to him choice items from
New Delhi dayies—items on
matters of interest to him.
Characteristically, he had no
library of his own, limiting him-
self to just a few indispensable
erence books: an_ Oxford
English dictionary (not the large
one, but the more common
uarte  edition), a Sanskrit
nglish dictionary, a small en-
Tm‘edia. the Blble and the
(He was a
reekouab!e schcﬂu' in Sanskrit as
he was in English and Tamil)

Those hooks were, to he sure,
keptkin an .unchanging arrange-

Whatever he wluted toread he
horpowed. During Dr Radhakrish-
nan's Premdency Rajaji borrow-

from Rashtrapati Bhavan its
Thnckm sef. When he

jaji intervened likewise to
a fair pension from the
Education Ministry for the
I publisher of Poet
i's works and a great na-
tionalist, Parali Nellaiyappan.
When the latter called to ex-
press his gratitude to Rajajl in
person, the latter declined to
meet him. “1 have done noLhmg
and he need not thank me”
was his reasoning.

w

Tamil Nadu knows of one
celebrated intervention by Raja-
ji to bring off the marriage of
one of his closest friends with a
voung lady decades his junior
In another instance, he persuad.
ed a friend of his, a widower,
to marry the young lady who
was then that [riend’s close
companion: give her the status
of a wife, he advised. The
advice, needless to say, was
accepied. One now learns of
several snch instances: Rajaji,
far from being the all-mind-and




