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PILOO  MODY N——" MEMEDR OF  BARLIAMENT

"2 LODI ESTATE CORHWALLIS. ROAD NEW DELHEI 110 003 Telg 6 1 1 6 5 8

September 1, 1974

Dear Sir,

56/25/74/4272 dated 30th Augu::i 1974,
a copy of @& letter received by you from the ex-gene

::2i::;:§ of tﬁz Meharashtra unit of the Swatantra Party whieh has now

merged with the Bharatiya Lok Dal. In this connection I_wauld 1ikett3

record the various resolutions of the Swatantra Party which culminate

with the merger of the Swatantra Party into the Bharatiya Lok Dal.

I thank you for your letter No.

As you will see the National Executive of the Swatantra Party at its
meeting in Delh! on April 6 and 7¢h, 1974, unanimously passed the encl-
osed resolution {annexure A) which inter alia stated "The Party will
continue to explore all possibilities to bring about a twoepapty ?yatem

in India with & view to remove the chaos prevailing in our political
life and the confusion created in the minds of the electorates, In this
eonnection the Swatantra Party urges all political parties and politi-
cians to cooperate in this endeavour and to work for the common good!,
and authorised the President, Mr. Piloo Mody to investigate the possi-
bilities of epproaching a 2-Party system, In pursuance of th§s resolu-
tion a proposal was formulated of merging 7 or 8 parties inte a single

party as an initial step in the direction of a Z2~party system. In the
Beneral Council meeting of the Swatantra Party which was held at Delhi
Wn June 9th and 10th this proposal was discussed thread bare and the
(mneral Council unanimously passed a resolution (nnnexure B) ®elcoming
the idea of creafing a National Alternative but leaving the f8nal deci-
gion to be taken by a National Convention of the Swatantra Party,

Accordingly a National Convention of the Swatantra Party was @alled at
Sapru House on August 4th and 5th, 1974 when a resolution was passed
(nnnexure C) by an overwhelming ma jority of 407 votes for the merger
dnd 53 against the merger, with one delegate abstaining = an B7%
endorsement of the merger proposal, The resolution of the Na%ional
Convention inter alia stated that -
- - i ——-—-_-_.‘
"The National Conventlfon approves of the idea of the formation
of a National Alternative by the coming together of el} politir _.
parties other than the Congress and the Communists. I& weloomes
the efforts made in this directifon by various parties ®o come
together on a common platform and notes with gratification the
fact that it has evolved a common programme, accepiable to the
Swatantra Party,

In v{:;;pf this, the National Convention of the Swatantra Party resolves

(EE§> That the National Convention of the Swatantra Party be and
. hereby approves the formation of a National Alternative by
amalgamation of political parties, other than the Cong®ess

and the Communist Parties.

RESOLVES that the Swatantra Party ceases t
0 exist, from such |
day as the President of the Party, Mr. Piloo Mody.may dealaiaj

RESOLVES FURTHER +that the existing members of the Swatantra
Party are urged to join the Nevw Party, or to carry on dndependen+1:
such activities political or non-political as they mmy deem fit
end proper in any name other than the "Swatantra Party".
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on do authorise the
FURTHER that the National Convention i
gfggiggit of the Party, Mr. Piloo Mody to request thetChlef
Election Commissioner to freeze the @¥mbol of the Party.

THER i i the
that the National Convention do authorise

D o Aol o i M to take all necessary
President of the Party, Mr. Piloo Mody, ; : Vi
steps and decisions to implement the aforeaal§ resolutions,

to wender all necessary help to the members till the Party is

completely dissolved."

According to the terms of the resclution of tge National Conventégnlg?4
meeting of the National Executive was calledlln Delhi on Au st. h’
which unanimously passed the merger resolution (annexure D) whic

inter alia suthorised the President, Mr. Piloo Modq to merge the
Swetantre Party into the Bharatiya Lok Dal at the inauguration ceremony
of the Bharatiya Lok Dal which took place at Mavlankar Hall, New Delhil

on August 29, 1974,

: i i Bharatiya
At the inauguration ceremony Mr. Charan Singh inaugurated the
Lok Dal and was proposed as the Chairman of the New Party by Mr. Pi;oo
Mody. Thereafter Mr. Piloo Mody announced the merger in the following
words i :

"By the authority vested in me by the Swatantra Party I
hereby merge the Swatantra Party with the Bharatiya Lok Dal'.

With that statement the Swatantra Party as the Swatantra Party ceased
to exist and converted itself into the Bharatiya Lok Dal,

From the above you will note that all the rights, assets and liabilities
of the Swyatantra Party which includes amongst other things all moneis,
bank accounts, properties, flag, symbol and name now form part of the
rights, assets and liabjlities of the Bharatiya Lok Da%;"f‘

Therefore in view of what I have stated above lir. Girish Munshi's conten~
tion regarding the symbol of the Swatantra Party cannot be justified.

Further I would like to state that there has always been only one
Swatantra Party and that was the Swatantra Party of India as founded
by Rajaji and no separate State Parties existed in any State or part
thereof other than units created for administrative convenience., The
decision of the Swatantra Party to merge itself into the Bharatiya Lok
Dal was taken constitutionally and by established practice and for any
unit to claim a separate existence is totally contradictory to the
unitary structure of the Swatantra Party.

Incidentally I might mention that I attended the meeting mentioned in
Mr, Munshi's letter where the so-called resolution was passed by the
State Council of the Meharashtra Unit of the Swatantra Party of India
Which in my opinion was constitutionally illegal because -

a- The Maharashtra Unit had no competence to decide either on
the future of the Party or on behalf of the members registered
with that unit as the General Council of the Swatantra Party
which incidentally is the only supreme decision making body
of the Party had already decided, with members from Maharashtra

participating, to leave the decision to a National
Convention of the Party.

b -Mr. Madhu Mehta Ti i
« ¥ y Vice President of the Swatantra Party of India
acting General Secretary of the Swatantra Party of Iﬁgia, and :
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ent of the Maharashtra £tate Unit of the Swatantrg Party
z;e;igi: who presided at this ms+eting where the resolution was
discussed had to leave the meeting early beaause he had to speak
at the Rotary Club of Bombay. Beiuvre leaving he expligitly
stated that there was no question of passing a resolution by the
Maharashtra Unit and that the feelings and opinions of the
members as stated at that meeting should be recorded and sent to
the National Headquarters of the 2arty. In spite of the directive
by the President of that me-ting the State Unit proceeded to
pass the resolution and My, .ladhu Mehta thereafter‘resigned as
President of the Maharashtra .1it in protest. Having made my
own submission why the merger proposal made was in the best
interests of the country I also left the meeting and I am there-
fore not in a position to .say wh.t transpired thereafter.

It is possible that the Secretariat of thn Election Commission may
receive some other communication along tha lines of Mr, Girish Munshis
submission. I am therefore writing to request the Election Commission
of India to treat my submissions made above as the authoritative view
of the Swatantra Party on the points raised above.

Thanking you for the courtesy of inviting my .ec uments,

Faithfully Yours,
[]

L SO
Piloo Mody

Shri K. Ganesan

Under Secretary (legal)
Election Commission of India
Nirvachan Sadan

Ashoka Road

New Delhi 1

g g -

ec t Presidents & General Secrctarles of the State Units.

P.S. The Amnexures are not being enclosed as they have already been
dispatched to you as and when the meetings were held,

o
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Present

" Mr['PAloo  ModY,
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Mr.
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Nr,

: H:.-
_ Mr.
"Mz,
My,
Mz,
Dr.

Xr.

Sardar Harbhajan Singh
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Mr.
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lﬁ', . in tth

Tribikram Trinathy
R. H. 3ingh Deeq

F.K. Deeo ' o e

G Letehanna .. - . - " . w9
N, K. Ganapaiah : -8
Renjit Singh Ghorpade

_H.M. Patel

A. J. Dominie by
J. Chandramouli S
M.Santoshan

Col, H. R, Pasricha ol peati0

M, R. Arya

H, K.’ Srivastava -~
M.N.. Amersey

D, N. Patedia '
K. Mo Jafn - - paove 1O
Ram Kanwar Barwah, MF
S8, C. Mahapatye o
Guruebaran- Tikayat . e
‘Munnw  Singh’ - i
Narpat Singh

Yashwant Kumar Choudhery -
Madhu Mehta Py

Special Invitatien

Mr.

1.

New

2,

from April € omwards to the present date,

N. Dandeker

Confirmation of Minutes :
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e Meeting of the National Executive Held ;

1974
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The Minutes of the last Meeting of the Hetional Executive held in
Delhi on April 6 and 7, were confirmed,

The President, Mr. Fileo Mody, briefed the members aa to what had
happened towards efforts he had made fox the Natienal Alternative,

The Resolution which was to be placed before the Mational Cenvention ra:
put before the National Executive members for their consideration.

Coel. Pasricha suggested thet instead of leaving the amnouncement of the
date of clesing the Party to Mr. Piloo Mody and the Sub-Committce, it

would be advisable if it was decided by My. Piloo
with the National Executive members.

8greed mwith Col. Pasrioche's suggestion.

Amended and enclosed in the form attached. (Amnexure
vwanted to know if th
Convention,

Fational Cao

Mody in consultation

Mr. H, M. Patel and Mr, Dandeker

Hence, the Resolution was duly
A). Col, Pasricha

e Pross would be invited to attend the Nationsl
The President lir, Biloo Mody explained to him that the
nvention was not meeting %o discuse anything of national
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the question of the dissclution

ttend to
importance but was called only to atte Press was not required -at the

of the Party and hence the presence of the
Convention,

Mr. H. M. Patel explained that the Press was never invited to the National
Convention when organisational matters were discussed. It was the disso-
lution of the Party for which the National Convention was called a2nd as

it was purely an organisational matter, there was no need to invite the
Press, Hence, it was unanimously decided that the Press should be kept out

of the deliberations at the Cenvention.

Col. Pasricha was of the opinion that the voting should be done by sgéz_'e{'-
ballot and which was supported by Mr. M. R. Arya. The members of the
Executive, except these two members, were not in favour of the secret E
tellot and hence it was decided that the voting should be conducted by a’

show of hands.

Ezmlsien of Members from Orissa

The State Executive of the Orissa Unit had sent in a few names of the members
who were suspended and who they recomended for expulsion frem the Party.
The National Executive heard the remarks of Mr., P.K. Deo and then finally
decided to expel these members. '

Regarding Mr. Harihar Patel, the National Exeeutive deeided not to take
any decision to expel him but authorised Mr. Madhu Mehta te inguire into
the matter and to report to the President and the National Executive about
his decision regarding the action to be taken against Mr. Harihar Patel
for indulging in anti-Party astivities.

The meeting then terminated with a vete of thanks to the Chair,

A e T S
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Suwatantra Party st Delhi

August 4 & 5, 1974
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The Nafianal-txecutiuh meeting in Delhi on April 7 and:8 revieued
oty . : . 3 ;
the State of the Nation on the basis of which it arrived at certain con-

clusions and recommended a programme of action, which inter alia stated

"The Party will continue to explore all pos-ibilities to bring about
a two~party system in IAdia with-a.view to remove the chaos Prsuail—
ing in our political lifé and theg confusion created in the minds of
the electorate. In this'conpectign, the Swatantra Party urges 311
~political partigs and.polfticians. to cooperate in this endeavour and

to work for Eﬁé'snmmon'guudl"".: 5

ﬁﬁ.', : In furtherance of this, t?g Nitianﬁl:axénhtEUé"Edthnrisad the President
AL A

e gthat happen to::be ﬁ%a?EnEQ;pwbeihijat ‘the -time, « “VAripus negotiations
A et QTS B Ty R foin KR A B T e
& A . . 4 - .

bogad e iy A i e )
e i,. .Ludra~hélq from E£imeé to time."in which' the ‘President , Mt Madhu Mehta,
- s . . = : : ’-_.. L Tl et
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N ge Y bl SIS
to pergue. this: objective, cansultfpg!qny;tmu éénjnf members of the Party
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. Mr RN $ingh Oso, Mr DandeKer, Mr H M Patel, Mrilokhath Mishra snd
- - . frb i A L e ST
Mrc D ﬂ_gatpdia.paTtiéigateafr_Afpnﬁ;éﬁq;lugqtframEQ'qnd submitted to the
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.z GensTel Cobneil on June 9 and 10th% ' ThE' Cenéralclodncil debated the pros
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. +and cors BF the- issus, and in its uiedom Qgéﬁimuuﬁt%”babsed the following
' e T L By ‘ Lo ¥ : i R e
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i 7" resplutipns., it St e e AL
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"The General Gouncil of ths Swatantta Rarty,mBEfd ‘Delhi ang discussed
the proppsal cf;gattihg‘tcgsther~uitﬁ'ﬁ:riquswpartfeé with a viey
to creating a Nationsl Alternative. 7Tt glspidiseussad the draft
programme prepared by the leaders of the netugrodpi™"

‘The members of the General Cotncil generally agree®that the preseng
political situation in the couyt ry daﬂéﬁﬁs that. 6h all out effort
should bs mgde for “the formation of a Néfﬁohal_ﬂlﬁérnétiue with a
. well_defined and clearcut ‘altérnatiye capable of fulfilling the
. JE8es and aspirations af “the paonle.

In this context, while it welcomes the attempts made by various
parties to come togsther with g view tg ultimataly provide a
National Alternative it feels that in so0 far as the Swatantra Pa}ty
is caoncerned, the final decigion can only be taken at the National
Convention. This could give a fajr opportunity to asg meny members
as possible to study the Proposed prooramme and carefully examine
811 the pros and cons of ths Proposal. The General Counecjl therp.

fore has decided that a copy of the draft
programme sh
Pirculated to all the members of a1l the Spaee C‘uunnis.l:uld i

1
R pursvance gf this Resplution, the National Convention of the

decide on the future of the Swatantra

:ﬁ:



The Neticnal Convention approves of the idea of the formation of a National
Alicrnative by the eaming together of all politieal parties other than ’Fhe
Ruling Congress and the Communists. It weleomes the effbrts made in this
direetion by various parties to come together one camioh platform and notes
with gratification the fact that it has evolved a camon Rrogramma, aecePtable
to the Swaiantra Party.

In view of tbis, the National Convermbion of the Swatantra Party resolves?

THAT the Bational Convention of the Swatantra Party weleomes the idea
of forming & National Alternative by the mmalgamation of all political
forces, other than the Congress ard the Coumunist Parties and aprroves
the impending formation of the New Party namely Bharatiya Lok Dal

(e Peoples' Party of India).

HESOLVED that from sueh date as the President Mr. Piloc Mody nay declare
in eonsultetion with the National Exeeutive the Swatantra Party will
gease to exist amd will merge itsclf with the New Party, The Bharatiya
Ick Dal (Phe Peoples' Party of India), as and when it comes into being,
to further the objeelives of the Swatanmtra Party. Sueh of the existirg
members who do not wish to join the Few Party, would be free to earry

on sueh politieal amd non-political activities =s they may choose in
ary nawme other than the "Swatantra Party",

RESOLVES FURTHER that the Presidemt of the FParty Mr. Piloo Mody is
guthorised to intimate to the Chicf Elgetion Carmissioner about the
dissolution of the Party fram the datc as mentioned cbove and request
the Chief Blostion Camissionsr to freeze the symbol of the Party to
xvold its unfeir exploitation.

RESOLVES FURTHER that the RMational Convention suthorises the President

of the ¥arty Mr. Piloo Mody, to take all heeeasary steps angd deeigions
t0 implemert the aforosaid resolution.
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