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\umm___ﬂﬂﬁi;f of Swatantra

Deer Friend,

ja j d the
t5 four months before Rajaji passed away I ha
g?isglege of heving 2 long and friendly telk wi%h him sbout
what should be the role of the Swatantrg Party in the
political situation 2s it existed then in the country.

ter hearing me patiently snd giving me some valuable advice
:g to how togrUncgion as the General Secretary, he Fold me
that "our main task should be to keep the Party flag flying
by carrying the Party's message everywhere in India. Let us
not give up our work even if we are defeated in the elections
for soonmer or later, people will realise that India's salva-

‘tion lies only throuzh the Swatantra policies".

Tt i8 only a year #nd a half since Raja]ji left us apd in the
meanwhile, so much has happened in the country on the politiczl
and economic scene. I have made #n attempt to review the
gituation as I see it and I em also giving below 2 few sugges-
tions as to what I think should be the role of the Swatantra
Perty.

Politicel Situation

4 revolutionzry situation exists in the country today. People

are fast losing their faith in democracy. There is seething
discontent 2nd anger all over the country. Students and young
people are in revolt. They are fed up and disgusted with a1l
political parties and politicians. There is craving for 2 change
in their minds but most of them hsve come to the conclusion

thet it is not possible for them to bring sbout this change by
adoption of constitution2l means, as the Government only
understands and respects violence and strength. This has been
witnessed in Gujerat and is happening elsewhere in India.

The communists sre the only active snd effective group in the-
eountry todsy. They are much better organised than the rest

of the political pesrties. Mr. Jayeprakash Narayan, a staunch
anti-communist, is the only person who is making 8 sincere
effort to direct and chennelise people's discontent and anger

in a constructive and non-violent fashion. He is however handi-

capped because of 111 hes2lth and 2 lack of support from the
intelligentsia of the country.

So far as other non-communist Opposition Parties like the \/)
Swatantra, Conge 2nd the Jan Ssngh are cnncerneg I have °
frenkly come to the conclusion thet we have missed the bus. e
Eavelceesed to lead snd inspire people. The ovposition slso °
wgil ogt all credibility. Despite the clear writings on the
genui t iifused to come together 2nd provide the people with a
2 ne alternative to the Congress. TIn its anxiety to protect

S own imeginative spheres of influence, it has compromised

with principles =t every step: 5
elections in UP proves ythai?’ its record durinz the last

%zip E?nggi 1s exploiting our weakness very cleverly with the
BT hgamgney collected through smugglers, black merket-
news mediaoafdezs- ThiSL 2long with the execlusive control of
ey ; rovernmen resources, she hns made it impossible
nyone without the baeking of big money, to win elections.
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t a Party
impossible to win elections agains 2
gﬁigi gglirgéggéd go go to any length to compromise a%l p;%:gi
ples, codes, ethics and norms of democratic beheviour to T

itseif in powers.

ties
hes got loyel men infiltrated into a1l the Par
{Ezlﬁggﬁ;e:;e C.P.§¢ The Congress has mastered the art of ¥
buying out Opposition leaders and workers through blackmail an
other means. We are now left groping in the dark as to what we

should do next :

| - ike the
4/ ghell we unite and merge with each other parties 11
Conge, the Swatentra, the Jan Sengh j§ . the BKD and Utkal
Congress : There are meny in our own party who feel that we
should not waste any more time but work for a2 merger of these
parties with 2 common programme and get ready for the 1976
elections.

My own personal view, as I have said earlier is, "we have missed
the bus as far back 2s 1970, when , instead of going to the
people with a common progremme, we succumbed to the blackmail
of the SSP, encouraged by a weak Congress President and could-
not-care=less attitude of Mr. ital Behari Vajpayee of the Jan
Sangh. The result was .. 3 misersble so-cerlled "Grand
811iance” which framed the empty slogen of Indira Hatao and we
all fell flet on the ground. dny attempt to merge 2t this
moment will only be 2 futile exercise of putting old wine in
new bottle. These are abnormzl times, requiring abnormal reme-
dies and we should be prepsred to adopt them. There is no
question of secrifice as we have nothing to lose except our
mean &nd petty egos. If we do not accept this, we will be
wiped out by forces thet are tired of old faces, 0ld methods
end gimmicks snd who have seen through the game.

Besides, where is the unity among the Opposition today ? Every
party is hopelessly divided esmong 2nd pulling in different
directions. We constantly quarrel among ourselves for ticketw,
funds 2nd positions in the Party. How do we propose to achieve
this miracle of unity in the larger interest of serving India
and the ceuse of democracy 2 We will meke a mess of it and we
will be fully exploited by the Congress.

In my mind, if the merger is to take place, then, the only way
to bring it about i1s to dissolve all the Parties and give birth
to 2 new party with a completely new look, programme and leader-
ship. This is the only way we will be able to generate
confidence in the minds of the people. There are m2ny who will
|oppose this move 2nd will reise the bogey "Time is running out,"
[and "we cannot afford to waste time and wait Any more”. f#nd.
:2i;e§ore, theydgili prgss Eogmﬁn immediate merger. It will
e a2n expedient 2nd no ing &b
A thepsake 5 4 ring out unity of hesarts and

The Role of Swatantra

When Rajaji s2id thet the Swatzntra Party! :

g arty's flag must be ke
giiin% it any cost, he was sincere and he was r%ght- We msgthaVF
otheg faglattrect the messes due to our own organisation and
for-our S ures like not being sble to project a3 better image
et aigy- But let us understand one thing =-- thet our
i fﬁt es in the soundness of our principles 2nd policiese.
il ggetﬂf the SWGtPntre Party mey look blesk today but the
Ehine b i ﬁwatantra pPrinciples and policies cannot be any-
CEtoton o right. Sooner or later, ‘India will have to choose

: n Marx snd Gandhi. Swatantrsa phiilosophy is basically
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d an unwaver-
from the sons 2nd soil of this country 2n :
gﬁgpizigh E: an individual's ability to gurmount all obsgagles _
to schieve progress in materisl and spiritual SphErBSﬁ v:r :
ijs whet Gandhiji and Ra jaji stood for. Today, more than el y
we have to work herd 2nd sacrifice everything for these vslues.

What Can We Do ?

ontinue as we are ? We have nothing more to offer
gggiéthogd words, good advice and an honest and sensible -
eriticism; but people have lost fzith in words. If we decide
therefore to continue 2s we are, pinning our faith on wordsFl we
will only be hastening the day of complete liquidation of the
pP-rty and 211 thet it stands for.

If we merge with other parties and start working for the Parlia-
mentary elections, we will not succeed beczuse of the following
reasons :

1. We will not be zble to bring about a unity of mind and heert
as that unity will be 2 forced one and not a spontaneous one.

2. The Ruling Perty will exploit our weskness and we will only
be accused Bs having indulged in the futile exercise of
putting old wine in new bottles.

*j There is however one other 2lternative -- what I heave suggested -
and that ‘s to work for the dissolution of 211 the parties and
then form a new Party with 2 new programme and 2 new leadership.
Even here I do not think it will be smooth seiling, 2nd it will
be fer too late before a new Party comes into exis%encc-

Let Us Suspend Election Oriented Politics

S W T T M e e

. 1. We must suspend election-oriented politics for a few yesrs

‘ and let us convert Swatantra into an organisation dediceted to
the service of the people of India to defend democracy, to
eradicate corruption and black merketing in both the public and
privete sectors.

Todry, the things that are uppermost in the minds of the people
and particularly the young people and students are the menace of
corruption and high prices. Let us draw up 2 programme of action
to fight this menace #2nd let us go to the people with this pro-
gramme. Let the people know that the Swatantrg Party and the |
Swatantra members are more interested in keeping the A4shoks
Chakra flying and not getting votes on the ST4R symbol. They have
lost feith in sll politicrl prrties =nd lezders. Let us be
different from other prrties 2nd other people. The moment we
iﬁgognce that we 2re not going to ficht =ny elections, 211 those
i a;e jqined the_P#rty only to secure tickets will lesve the
i gn iav1ng the field cleer for dedicsted workers who arewith
8, 4§1y for iﬂeologlcsl_reasons- We must underxtand that
i géu { 211 the corruption in the public *nd politicel 1ife in
politic?ury %s m2inly due to elective politics. The anxiety of
pnliticnlns 0 retain their positions of power or to acquire
e Power hes compelled them to sz2crifice ~ll principles

ues and therefore the human meterisl thet has come into

(Rl ToLEstes of this countey poiniy Tor theso rossons conot
hope therefore °Tving India and serving democrscy. The only

initiated by ?1}1§§ jg_e Rensissance movement which can be
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Gandhiji had realised this long 2go 2nd advised Congressmen to
dissolve the Congress and start serving the peoples The
Congressmen did not accept his advice and they succeeded in
cr@ating the mess. If we believe in Gendhian values, as they are
eternzl values, let us 2ccept his advice today in so far 2s
our P~rty 1is concerned and let us stert serving India or else
we will go down in course of time.

I suggest we should c2ll our Gener2l Council meeting 2t which

we mey invite 211 our State level offiee bezrers and plezee our
views before them and finally teke a firm decision.

I suggest we appoint 2 committee to cheslk out a programme of
action. We should consult stalwsrts like Shri Jayaprakash
Narayan, Shri Minoo Mesani who c#n help us to finalise this pro-.
gr2zmme of aetione This is the time feor szction and sacrifice 2nd
we should set zn exemple by taking 2 lead in this matter.

Madhu Mehta



