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of the Meeting of the Central Parliamentary Board

Praft Minutes
- thalbhai Patel BEnevan, Hew Delhi on August 31, 1968

held st the Vi

President ¢

Prof. N.G. Range (n the Chair)
Prof. M, Ruthnaswemy

Mr., Lekshman Singh of Dungarpur

l&‘- BCP' Eimh

Mr. H.M, Patel

Mr. Dahysbhai V. Patel

Mr, N. Dandeker

The Minutes of the meeting of the Central Parliamentary Board held in
Madras on Mey 31, 1968 were confirmed,

Procedure for consultetions between the orgenisational and

Leg iglative Wings :

The General Secretary reported that he was still awaiting replies to his
communications on the subject to the Presidents of State Units and leaders
of the Party's Groups in the various State Assemblies. So far only 5 cut

of 12 had sent in their suggestions. Moreover, several aspects concerning
the relations between the Organisational and Legislative Wings needed consi-
deration. In view of this, the General Secretary stated that after he had
consulted the Presidents/General Secretarics of State Units and Leaders of
Legielature Groups, a sub-Committee could be appointed to go into the Gene-
ral Secretary's proposals on the subject,

Burwaha by-election

The meeting was informed that Mr. C.K. Bapna, who had been nominated as the
Farty's candidate in this by-election to the Madhya Pradesh Assembly (since
held) had withdrawn his candidature,

Bill to Amend the Constitution:

It was reonl}cd that Mr. Desai had earlier obtained the approval of the

Em :: a B:;lltrmigz sought t;v empower the President/Governors to make
ons to the Rajya Salha/Vidhan Parishads at their persomal discre-

tion. Mr. Desai felt, however, that this would be ineffective in practice,

E};elﬁlhl for which he now sought the Board's approval was designed to
o Db . nltogethe:;: the powers of the President/Governors to nominate
embers to the Rajya Sabha/Vidhan Parishads, The Board approved the pro-

posal in principle and authorised the examine
approve the new Bill on thet basis, L Y

Consideration of the objectives
regarding the mid-term poll
and Punjab:

(1) West Bengel:

?;dggmainsggisﬁb’ reéported on a discussion that he had had
meeting, it wes d @ With members of the Party in Bengal, At
Bensnl.' Thutﬂa icided o set up an Organising Committee for ¥
The Board decidez ing also discussed the Party's election stra
that the Party's effart in the ensuing mid—tw jo—

ctions sh i
within tgl:lg&:?iume ed %o abtout 14 Assenmbly Constituencies con A
ntary Constituencies of Molgda and Jangipur, thge

bel
ng the two constituancies in which the Party had put up candidates

strategy and campai
in West Bengel, U.P, Bihar
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(2)

(111) regarding the 3.x

\nd some chndidates for the Assembly in the
m Eﬁakmﬁiﬁa(ﬁy);%’wfédﬂﬂm,to this, pumber would need «
careful gerutiny and very careful cons{deration even if well-imown
local candidatds of high standing, repute and acceptability were
willing to contest as the Party's cendidates, It wes however
agreed that if Hcﬂ'ﬂll'didataﬁ ‘came forwerd oo &. aelf-aaupport:‘l.ng basis,
they could be given the Party's symbol provided they satisfied the
other usyal conditions that may be laid down.

In re\‘z;ara_!-'1 to eléctoral understandings ‘or edjustments with other
;ﬂrtiea,..izp‘mp ggrséd that :- g

(a) tﬁé:'é could be no dealings with any of the parties
comprising the 'United Front' ; Iy

(b) the Indian National Demoeratic Frofit (INDF) was also
beyond consideration;

(¢) tﬁei-e maywbe some scope for clectoral understandings
with parties like the B.K.D. if they had any genuine
stréngth provided they were not allied with the

"Onited Promt". , _

(d) as regards P,S,P, and Jan Sangh (if they did not
become allies of the United Front) the matter could
be settled on local considcrations; and as for the
Paschim Banga Byabasayee Sammelan,: who scem to have
thrown in their lot with the INDF, the best policy
would be to wait and watch.

The Board reiterated its view that the earliest and proper date
for the holding of mideterm e¢lecticns in Bengal would he February,
1969,

Uttar Pradesh:

In regard to Uttar Pradesh, the Board was of the view that the
Party's objective in the mid-term eclection ought to be :

(2) to get in 25 ar 30 of our best and most disciplined
men into the State Assembly;-and for this objective,
0 contest about 50 seats where the Porty candidates
had either won or did not do too badly in the General

Elections (1967), plus about 20/25 other seats on
merits; and

(b) to endeavour to secure overall not less than 4% of
the total valid votes cast excluding the votes of
those of our candidates vho mey forfeit their deposit.

In regard Yo Electoral Understandings it was agreed thati-

(1) there should be no truck with communists and
extreme socialist Parties;

(i) isn?r the Jen Sangh, while an understanding on
Statc-wide basis was ruled out, there might be

possibilities of coming to some arrangements on
a local or constituency basis,

«D. the State Prusident roport
i @ ported
a:urto:he 3.K.D. in U,P, was roluctant to enter into
er-all ¢lectoral arrangements or understanding




with our Party in the mid-term election. However,
informal and limited understandings might be possible
and were being pursued by him. .

The Board epproved the objectives and strategy outlined aboves

(3) Bihar:

2 2 f the
The General Segretary reported that since the last ne-‘ning o
Board, the State Ad-Hoc Committee nad been slightly modified with
the appointment of Mr, Budhan Rai Verma as Convenor.

The Board degided that the Party's effort in the mid-term poll in
Hihar should be & very limited one, based on our performance in
the Generel Elestions (1967)., In regard to the selection of cons-
tituencies, the Board deeided that the priorities should be as
follows i1-

(1) where our gandidates had won, or had come second;
(11) where our eandidates had securcd half of the votes

of the winning candidate or at least 7,000 votes,
whichever was less;

(iii) exceptional constituencies,

(4)

(a) where popular candidates came forward to contest
mrovided sugh gandidates were wholly self-
supporting and fulfilled other conditions that
may be laid down; and

(b) where the arganisation has now improved so
greajly as to hold out prospects of success.

The poligcy in regard to electoral adjustments should be the seme
as that outlined for Uttar Pradesh.

Punjab:

The General Segretary stated thet he had no firm Froposals to
make just at present in regard to the mid-term poll in the Punjab
a8 the Punjab Aspembly was only recently dissolved. He reported
however that certain tentative approaches had been made to him by
certain political parties and groups in that State and that he
Would be in a position to report more fully on the situation
obtaining in that State at the next meeting of the Board.,

General:
e

Ekorder %o enable expeditious but considered decisions to be
o en on all aspects relating to the mid-term elections in the
bﬁﬁg gg;ztioned above, the following Sub-Committccs were nominated
(Prof Rﬁn:x)mn;‘ciiec? of each of these States with the Prosident

o I a € General Secretary (Mr, Dendeker) as
members of all these sub-committeas - ¥ ( er) ex—-officio

(2) West Bengai: Mr. Sundermani Patel, M.F.
Mr. D.N. Pagodia, M.P.

(b) Uttar Pradesh:

Mr. B.P., Singh

Sardar Ram Singh, M.PT.

Mr, Girirajsaran Singh of Bharatpur
Mr. M.R. Masani.
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Pihar: Mr, R.N. Singh Deo
' (c) Hbar Mr. Parmanand Kejriwal
Mr, Sundermani Patel

Review of the Party's Performance in Parliament:

—

Prof. §.G. Ranga reported on the Party's performance in’ Parliament.
Arising from his report and the discussion that followed the Board

approved the position taken by the Party in

(a) abstaining from Mr, Medhu Limaye's motion concerning Mr, Morarji
Desai's son;

(b) opposing the Gold Controcl Bill;

(¢) pleading for en early end to the Press Employees sirike by
recommending unit-wise negotiations between enployers and cmployees;

(d) opposing the Patent's Bill;

(e) denouncing Soviet aggression in Czechoslovakia and condemning the
Government of India for abstaining from voting in the Security
Council on the subject.

(£) criticising the Soviet Union for supplying arms to Pakistan and
condemning the Government for refusing even to express regret over
the Soviet action, and

(g) supporting the demands of the Hills people of Assam for greater
autonomy or a separate State.

In regard to legisletion likely to come up in the next session of Parliament
thée Board considered the following :-

(1) Mr, Nath Pai's Constitution Amendment Bill and
lir, Mohemmed Imam's amendment thercon:-

The Board reiterated its opposition to Mr., Nath Pai's Bill to
undo the Supreme Court's .judgement on Fundamentel Rights and
approved the amendnment moved thereto by Mr, Mohammed Imam, member
of the Party's Group in the Lok Sabha which sought to add the
following proviso to the Bill, namely, that Parliament shall have
powers to amend the Constitution "except the provisions of article
12 %o 35 contained in Part III of the Constitution (desling with

Fundar_aental Rights] which can be amended by a duly constituted
Constituent Assenmbly,"

In t'his_connucti?n, the Board noted that an anendment to Mr. Hath

ﬁi E\in ?111 (requiring & Referendum to be taken for the amendment

i ancntal Rights) had been tabled jointly by lfr, Meghrejji of
angadhra and Mr. M.R. Masani, which had alrcady been approved.

(i1) Company Iaw (Amendment) Bi11 :

a“*&“;’:’*”rﬁltsﬂcrfmw lir. Dandecker drew the attention of the Board
quest from Mr. C.C, Desai, M.P., and a member of the Natior ™.

E;:;u:ive s?eking freedon of action on the floor of the Lok SabhaStat!
b (Anefﬂ?iﬁrds Bg:&-alcing and voting in connection with the Cﬂmm 4
ent) Bill, which sought to abolish:— 7

(2) politieal contributions by companics: and
(v) the Managing Agency systen,
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(111)

L 2

i expressed his firm conviction
On both these matters kr. C.C. Be.aa
that as a matter of conscience he personally must support the Bill.

The Board after considerable discussion agreed to permit Mr. C.C.
Desai freedom to support the abolition of political contributions

by companics.

But in so far as abolition of the Mamaging Agency Systen was concerned,
the Board decided that no such freedom could be given since the matter
related to a question of the system of manmngenent. It was and should
remain the prerogative of shareholders; and not for Government to
prescribe the kind of management & Company should have, Free and
competitive Enterprise was a fundamentel principle of the Seatantra
Party and there should therefore be complete freedom for the owners

of business enterprises to choose whether they should be set up as
proprietory concerns (owned a2nd managed by individual proprictors or
the family or a firm), or as companies whether privete or public,

and in either case whether managed directly by their Boards of Direc-
tors or through Menaging Agents or Secretaries and Treasurers. The
proposed Bill intcrfered with this fundanmental principle, H\mcc_-, the
Board regretted its inability to permit Mr, C.C. Desai to support the
Governnent's Bill in this regard.

In this connection, it was noted that the Parliamentary Group of the
Party had alrcady decided to oppose the abolition of the Menaging
Agency system. It was also noted that once any interfercnce was
permitted with the freedom of the owners/investors to choose the form
or system of mancgement for industrial and business entoerprises, the
inevitable conseguence would be intcrference by the Govermnment with
the form of management of agricultural farms, leading to statutory
imposition of Booperative aor even Collective farming instead of farns
which were privately owned and meanaged as such.

The Board endorsed the Parliamentary Group's decision not to accept
the Planning Comnission's invitetion to partdéipate in discussions on
the Fourth Flan in the light of the Party's fundamentel opposition to
the present pattern of Planning,

i Miscellaneous Matters:

(1)

(41)

Koduru Assembly by-clection (Andhra Pradesh):

The General Secretary reported that the President and General
Secretary of the Andhra State Unit had requested the Central Parlia-
mentory Board to appoint a Sub-Committee to eonsider the Stace Parlia-
Lentary Board's recommendation of a candidate which would take some
more time to finalise,

';l;: Board while appreciating the manner in which the Andhra State
. liamentary Board was going about the selection of 2 candidate
uthorised the Generel Secretary (Mr. Dondeker) to take appropriate

decision as soon as a j
recomiendation was received from the Apdhra
State Parliamentary Board,

Jalore Assembly By-Flection (Ro jasthan):

The Board considered a request from the General Secrctory of the State

Unit that for certain reasc
ns the State Parliamentary Bo=
Some more time to recommend its candidate, tary Board desired

The Board authorised the
Gener, S¢
appromriate ectic 8l Secretary (Mr, Dandeker) to take

n asa o .
State Parliamentary Bczsg? 28 a recomendation was reccived from the
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9.

National Iabour Commission:

The President (Prof, N.G. Ranga) informed the Board that he had been
invited es a member of Parliament to convey his views on matters pertain-—
ing to labour and trade unionism to the National Iabour Commission., The
President stated that he did not wish to tender cevidence to the Comission
since in his wview no purpose would be served as the Commission was comp-
rised of ideologically committed persons. The Board approved the position

taken by Prof. Ranga.
The meeting then terminated with a vote of thanks to the Chair.




