Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Central
Parlinmentary Board held at Kallki Buildings,
‘ Mpdres, on May 31, 1968.

Present:

Prof. M. Buthnaswamy (in the Chair)
Mr. R.H- birgh Deo

lir. Iexmen Singh of Dungarpur

i, B.P. Bingh

Mr., G. Iatchanna

Hr, H.M. Patel

Iir. Dahyabhai V. Patel

Dr. H.C. Coopar

Mr. H. Dandeker

1. In the absence of Prof. Ranga, the senior Viee-President
Frof. Ruthnaswamy tool the Chair.

2. Prof. Ranga's absence:

The General Secretary read out a communication from Prof. Ranga
explaining the reasons for his absence from the meeting. The Board record-—
ed the letter and regretted his absonce.

The draft Minutes of the neeting of the Central Parliamentary
Board held in New Delhi on April 13, were confirmed,

de Frocedure for consultations between Organisational
and Legislative Wings:

The General Secretary reported that he was awaiting replies
to a8 letter which he had addruesed on this subject on 4th April to the

Presidents of State Unite and the Leaders of the Party's Groups in the
various State Asscmblies.

By Mr, Mesani's Resignation:

The General Secrctary read out his letter of April 22, Ho
r. I_-hsnu.i coneying the National Exccutive's unmanimous wish that
:_;r. lasani should withdraw his resignation from the Central Earliamentary
Horrd and the National Exccutive, He also read out Mr. Masani's reply
dated 13th May, declining to do so. The corrcspondence was recordod,

6.

Ferformance in Haryana Mid-Term Elections:

The ¥arty's poor performance in the mid—ferm clections in

Haryann was then discussed. The
’ ! - The Genoral Secretary reported that amons
he main causes wore: . <

(=)

the absence of any cstablished Earty Organisntion;

(v) inadequate resources in min, money and vehicles;
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(¢) the fect that most candidatcs depended excessively on
local, communal and casste appeals, with 1little or no
reliance being placed on Party literature, propaganda
or principles;

(@) the fact that meny Senior Ministers of the Central
Govormmont (including the Prime HMinistoer) participeted
in & vhirl-wind campaign for the Congress FParty, their
main theme beiis the custor of the "defectors" and the
capacity of the Congress to provide @ stable guvutnmoent
vieich no "United Front" of Opposition Parties could
possibly offer; .

(¢) the unhappy experience of the 'undorstanding' with the
Jan Sangh;

(£) the heavy influx of jocps and workers of the Congress
Party from the Dausa Purliamentary and Chomu Assembly
Constituencies fresh from their victory;

(g) tho pinning down of the leader (Ch, Hardwari Ial) to
his constituency as a result of the powerful cammign
wounted ageinst him by the Congress Party; and

(h) the peculiar and inexpliecnble phonomenon of almost
every other Party singling out the Swetantra Party for
B'ﬁtack.

Nevertheless, the Board noted with some satisfaction that while out of
the 31 candidates put up by the Imrty only two were successful, as many
as eleven came second and ten came third. There was alsco & substantial
incrieasc in the percentage of votes polled by the Farty.

In this conneection, the General Seeretary conveyed to members some
detaiis of the wvobes polled ctc. (Copy attached - Annexure A).

Te Cooperation with "United Opposition" in Haryana Legislaturcs

It was agraud thet th re could be no objection to the Party's
two M.L.As, in the Heryana State jssembly cooperating with, but not

holding any office in the United Opposition (led by Rno Birendra Singh)
provided that:

(2) its policies did no: conflict with the Farty's policies, and
(b) the Barty's identity was not submerged,
It was therefore decided that ever while being members of the United

Opposition, bth M.L.As. of the Farsy in the State f.ssembly should retain

independence of action and be guidasdé %o follow the Party line on canbro-
veraial issues,

8. Performance in Sy-Eleciions:

(1) Bijapur : The General Secretary referred to a letter on the
subject received from the Genmeral Secretary of the
Myspre State Unit of the Iarty (Mr, V.T. Sreendvasan )
Wio stated in effect that while the District Committsc
and the candida¢ himself had not Yot sent in any
report, the improssion gathered by the Joint Secrvtary
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of the Mysore Stat: Uzlt (1%, Ganapaiah) mslthﬂt
one of the Pety's own i.L.As had "played 2 dirty
trick and become a £ifth columnist" and that there
was "o scnse in nominating a candidse at the
eleventh hour."

hat in a letter to

4i) Deusa : The General Secretery reported t 1

2 hin the Mgharani of Jrizur bad outlined the followi:ij
reasons for the Party's defeat :

(a) Wrong choice of candidate;
(v) Lack of resources in men, money and vehicles;

(¢) Low polling due to the fact that it was the
harvesting season;

(d) Iack of Party Vorkersand the fact that in
Rajasthan, the Party does not function.

In this connectign, & report on the Party's performance in the
Deusa and Chomu Assenbly by-elections prepared by the General Secretnr;,r_
of the Rajasthan Unit of the Party in consultation with the State Presicent
was circulated to members (Copy attached - Annexure B).

9. Arising out of the discussion on the results of the foregoing
by-elections, the Board decided that:

(a) wherever by-elections were likely to take place, it was
for State Units toimke an carly decision as to whether
they wished to contest at 211, having due regard to the
Tact that the Centre would not be able to extend any
finaneial or other assistance;

(b) eandidates whose names were suggested by the State
Farliamentary Board for approval by the Central

Parliamentary Board should be members of the Swatantra
Party; and

(c) the Party's MLAs, and its workers and vehicles in all
Frimary and District Units in all parts of the State
should be mobilised to assist in the by-election.

10. Constitution Amendment Bill:

The Board considered a Draft Bill to smend the Constitution (copy
attached - innexure C) which Mr. C.C. Desai M.P. desired to table in the
Lok Sabha, It was noted that the Bill was designed to provide for the

exercise of persomal discretion by the President/the Governors when nomin-
ating members tc the Rajya Sabhn/the Vidhan Sebha.

The Board approved the Prineiple of the Bill and permitted
Mr. Desai to table ard move it a :

=B ; D t the next scssion of Parlisment., The

-lowever cautioned Mr. Desai to examine the Indian Constitution
c::rci‘ul]_.y, befare actually tabling the Bill, to seec whether it was at all
permissible to invest the President of India with power to exercise
personal discretion in regerd to any matter whatsoever,
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11, Sponsoring and/or Supporting Official and/or
non-official Bills:

The Genoral Scerctary's note (cireulated earlier to members
of the Board) on the procedure to be followed by the Perty's MPs, lﬂi-;»; and
MIOs in regerd to the sponsoring or supporting of Bills (official a OI‘H 2
pon-official ) in Parlisment and Statc Legislatures was discussed. The No
vms approved subject to requiring expeditious disposel of such matters '
whenever they came up for considcration by the Central/State Parliamentary
Boards. (copy of fimal Fotc attached - limexure D).

12. Party's Performance in Parliament:

(1) 4 report pecpared by the Iarliamentary Office of the Party,
highlighting the Party's activities during the Budget Session
was circulated to members;

(2) In reply to a gquery about the Party's non-participation in
the meeting called by Government to discuss the “Lpproach to
The Fourth Plan", the General Secretary explained thet the
decision to abstain had the support of the Party's Group in
Farliament who preferred, instead, thet the Leader of the
Group should place on record the Party's objections to the
Flanning Commission's "Approach'.

-

It was felt by the Group that it would be better to put on
peper our views on the matter rather than attend such meetings
which, while serving no useful purpose,gnve rise to the
¢rroncous impression that the Iarty had given tacit approval
to the proposed "Lpproach" tq future planning. At the same
time, the General Seccretary reassured the Board that the
rarty invariably agreed to serve on Select Committecs which
discussed specific issues arising out of particular Bills, C.g.
the Banking Laws (Amendment) Bill.

(3) In this comnection, Maharawal Lexman Singh, the President of
the State Unit and Leader of the Opposition in the State
Legislature in Rajasthan, asked for clarification as to what
should be the attitude of the Party's Groups in State Legis-
latures when invited by State Governments to participate in
discussions on Stat. Flans, The Board felt that since such
nmevtings at the State level involved discussion of specific
rrojects, and of pricrities between warious projects inter se,
there was every renson nnd justificntion for accepting such
invitations at the State level.

(4) In regerd to Prof. Ranga's declining to participate in the
deliberations of the National Integration Council convened
by the Frine Minister, the General Secrctary reported that
he (Frof, Runge ) did so becausc it was the Iarty's view that
t‘h.i.s body ought not 4o be 2 sort of "official"organ of
vovernment, nor should its meetings be convened by Government,
It should be a non-official body composed of all elenents in
mationrl life instead of being daminated by thu Dungroes
Farty or thc Government. :

13. Ue¥e Mid=termn Election:

T I:iazussing the Farty's strategy and objectives in the mid—tor-
ectlon in U.P. carly next yeor, the Genernl Seorctary and the State

Frosident (Mr. B.P. Singh) explained <he liground
political situntion in Uttar %esh. g i
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The Board sgrecd thet the Party's effort in the mid-term poll
should be linited to those arcas and constitucncies wherc there ‘:vcr?‘fective
ruaponnble prospects of success and that 2 widely dispersed aond inei 1d
offort on the seale last undertcken in the General Election (1967) shou
be avoided., General clectoral undersiondings with leftist or courunal
pertics should 2150 be aveided, though there need be no objection to 19031
adjustaents, 4 regards the B.D, the possibiiity of a more ccmprehens:u.re
cleetarel understanding should be cxplered mrovided the BKD shed canplotely

"its nlliznce with the "United Zront™ in West Bengel.

14, HJest Bengal 1Hd-term Election:

In regard to West Bengal, where also 2 nid-term poll was likely
in November 1968, the General Sceretary reported that in response to a
lctter on the subject irom the ¥resident (TFrof. Ranga) to the President of
Irdia, urging the postponemcut of mid-torn ¢loctions in West Bengal in view
of the neud to ensure stuble conditions, the Home Ministor had replied that
ti:is was & patter for Purliament to decide ond thot our Party wos welcome
to reice this issuc at the next session. In this connection, the Board
approved the position talken by the Party's Group in Farlianent that there
need be no hurry to hold nid-tern elections in West Bengal,

The Board ngrecd, ].mwever, thit as and when the mid-term poll is
hild, the Ferty's effort should be a voery lindited one of contesting o few
sents within 2 caupect area covering two or threc parlianentary constitu-
¢ncics on the basis of past perfornmance,

15. Support to Bihar Mnistry:

The Generczl Scerctary's proposal that the Farty's M.L.i.s in Bihar
while retaining their independence of action, should generally extend
support to the Paswan Ministry wos apjroved. OSpecifically, it wes agrecd
thot our Li.L.h.s should Le msked not to cooperate in any efforts at toppling
the Ministry,

164 By~-elcetion fron Burwaha lssenbly Constitucncy:

The Board ratified the approval gi cen by the Goneral Secretary
to the candideturc of Mr. Chatrubhuj K, Bapna as the Brty's candidate in
the by-sleetion to the Madhye erndesh isceibly from the Burweha Lssenbly
Constituency, on 2 self-financing basis, l

17. Discussion of Policy Matters:

Mr., H.M. Istel's suggestion that at future nectings of the Board
& day should be set apert for nore general discussion of major issues of

ngionnl and state policy was agccepted nnd the General S
" : s & Er 3! ceretary was regueg-
ted to give effect to this suggestion, =

18, The meeting then terminated with a vote of thanks to the Chair,



