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Parliamentary
£t Minutes of the Meeting of the Central
ﬁm held at Vithalbhai Patel Fhavan, New Delhi, on Saturday

1% _spride 1968, e e 1
Frosent:
B'Of. HeGe Ransa, . P. - in the Chair

Prof. M. Ruthnaswemy, M.P.

¥r., Pnailalbhai Patel, M.L.i.

lir. H.B. Singh kaO’ M.L.5.

Mr. Ieoman Singh of Dungarpur, M.1.4,

Mr. G, Iatchanna, ILL.A.

Iir. Ik:ihyabhai. V. Patel, M.E.

Hl’. H'Ha Pﬂtelg H-L-J’lo

lir. N. Dandeker, U.P. (General Seeretery)

Mr. Jaideepsingh of Barin, !.L.A.  (By Special Invitation)
The Minutcs of the meeting of the Board held at gochin on January 26,
werc confirmed.

The Board mourned the assassinntion of the Rev. Martin Tuther King and
observed a minute's silence in honour of his memoTy.

The President congratulated Prof, Ruthnaswamy on his re-cleection to the
Rajya Sabhe.

hction ageinst defectors from the Party:

irising from the above Minutes, thc General Secrvtary reported on the
letter received from the President of the Gujarat Unit of the Party,
Mr. HeM, Patel drawing attention to the following who had dcfected from
the Gujarat Legislature Party; and recommended that sorc action was
called for on the part of the National Executive: '

1, Suri Raisinhji Jadejo, M.L.d..

2. Shri Jagtabhai Parmar, M.L..L,

3« Shri Virjee Bhimji Dofda, M.L.A.

4., Shri Dehyabhai Jadav, M.L.A,

5. Shri Nagjibhai lrya, I.L.i.

6, Shri Vadilal Lollublhai Mehta, WM.L.A.
7. Shri Lalbhai Kundiwala, M.L.4s

The President of the Rajusthon Unit of the Party informcd the Board that
there had been 16 defections from the Party in the Bajosthan Legislature,
of whom 13 had gone over to the Congress, He agreed to forvard the names
of all those defectors to the Centrel Office of the Party.

ifter disms?i‘m the Board dccided to rccommend to the National Bxecutive
that all legislators (whether M.P.s., M.L.As., or M.T.0.8) of the Party

who defeet should be expelled froam the Party nnd barred from readmission
ior a period of three years.

Orissa Freodom of Religion ..ct:

The Goneral Secretary

raported 5 $ celn !
and the discussicn he ported on his visit to Bhubeneshwar on 3rd February

then had with ¥r. R.N. Singh Deo.

Since efforts to incorpor-tc ancndments to tho

seceable complicntions, Act might lead to unfore-

Br. Singh Deo hnd assured thot the substance of
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misuse of certain provi-
jnotructions at

the suggested amondnents (designed to prevent the
being worked out.

' oions of the Let) would be implenented through exceutive
Theee instructions were presently

the eppropriate levels,
acticn proposed.

Phe Bosrd noted with approval the
's Membars of Parlianmcnts:

(iii) Introduction of Bills by the B.rty

s communication uxplaining the circunstanc.s lwding %0 his

1s in the lok Shbhe was discusscd. The Board
in Cochin on Jenuary 26 called upon Mr, P.K.

had tabled them without the Board's

Mr. P.K. Deo
uaving sponsored certoin EHil
hnd at its previous mecting
Deoc to withdraw the Bills since he

purmission.

Since there was no eXpress procedurc laid down requiring the prior approvel

of such mattcrs by the Centr-l Parliomentary Board, Mr. F,K. Deo's cxplan-

ation was accepted. It was furthor pgreced that the General Secretary”

should work ocut a procedurc to be followed in this regard at the Central

and State levels and subrit his proposals at the next mecting of the Board.

5 Bicunial Elections to the Bajya Snbha and Vidhan Porishads:

3 (1) The Farty's porformance in the biennial cleetions to the Rajya Sabha and
Vidhan Parishads were reviewcd., The following results of the clections

were noted:-

State Strength of SP a 2 :
oy andidatc |
Legislature —_— Result Remarks
Group
i
ndhra 25 Mr. J. Chandramouli Won as B pebulf ofs

electorsl arran—
genents with
other Opposi-
tion Groups,

/\ssan
2 Prof. liartin Narayan Majaw Lost
Guj crat 56 Mr, Babubhai Vaidya i
Madras 22 Pr
: of. M. Ruthnaswar
y WarLy Won as a result of
electoral arra-
ngencnts with
. VK
3 Wesorae H
8 zi TC 15 Mr, H, Mohontaswany Lost
; ssa
49 Mr., Sundcmeni Patel Von As a result of

Mr.Krishnachan
dra Panda L electoral arra-

ngenent with the
Coalition Party

Rajasthan
33 Mr, Mohendrakunar Mohtn Won s a result of
o
clectoral arran—
gencnt with
Opposition
Groups.
Number retired 3 <

Number clected 5

Strength of Grou j
P in Rajya Sabha
(before bienniel elcctigza} 13

Strength  of 6ro
! up in Raj
(after biennicl alec-tj_mwg)snbha 1
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Vidhan _Porichad
D a
Sta te Strength of SP Cundidate Rosult ~ Remorko

Tegislature Group

Saw G - Won* Ahso result
Modras 22 ir. Savw Ganesan : : B
arrangoaent
with DMK
U.P. 17 ¥r. B, ' E. Singh Tost
# Tn eddition, Mr. G. Swauinathan was glected to the
Medras Legislative Council from the Tanjore-Trichy
Greduatces Constitucncy.
(2) ‘I:hlu circunstances leading to the defeat of the Farty's official

candidate in Gujerat, Mr, Babubhai Vaidya, were discussed. Since tho
pattér was to be considered the following day by the, National Exccutive,
no decisions were taken.

Mr, Iatchanna reported that judging by the narrow margin of victory
of the Party's candidate fron hndhra, Mr. J. Chondramouli, it was evident
thot sone Party MIAs had not voted for hin.-

(3) Arising out of the rccent cxpericnce in rogard to clections to the
Rajya Sabha, the Board felt the neud to work out sone kind of consultative

p rocedure between the organisaticnal and Legislative Wings of the Farty
especially in regard to the Rajya Sabha and Legislative Council elections,
The General Secrctary was regquested to evolve a suitable informal proce-
durc (in consultation with the Presidents of Statc Units arid Leaders of the
Legislature Groups of the Ihrity in the various State Aspemblies) for consi-
deration at the next nmeeting of the Cintral Farlianuntary Board.

Horyana Mid-Term Elections :

The Board rcviewed the rrogress nade with the Party's preparations
for the mid-tcrm eleetions in Hurysna +to be held on May 12, 1968. The
Genvral Secretary reported thot so ior some 35 candidates had been appmroved
and that in any event, the figure was not expected to exceed 40,

'I‘he.G-.-numl Secretary stated that undertaokin g5 were being obtained
froo canﬂ:!_da.tcs 1_;}:,&1; in the event of their wanting to leave the Party, they
would resign their nenbership of the Assembly and seck re-election.

i In regard to understandings with other demccratic Parties in that
. nte‘for the purposes of this clection, the Genernl Secretary stated that
¢ had recently been approached by the Jan Sangh and that he and

Mr. Hordwari Il were negotiating i
o gotiating the terms of possible coo tign.
General Secretary further said that wunder no circunstances E;ec}\:ﬂ.diq'&e e

Farty heve any truck with the Comnmnists.

Regording the attitude the Iorty should take in the matter of working
with other democratic Partics in the State after the nid-term clections in
regard to such matters as the form-tion of & Government, the Booxd decided
that no connitnonts should be entered into with any Party at this stoge but
that the Iﬂrty should act in accordance with whatever was in the people's
interest in the light of the post-clcetion situntion and develoments,
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By-Elections

(1)

- +the Board approved the
Bijapur Ferlionentary Constituency t
change of candidate frou Mr. A.B. Potil (previously approved

by Circular) to Mr, K. 3. ratil.

(i1) Deusa Parlicpentery Constitucncy - The Board approved thc

candidature of Meharejkuoar Prithviraj from the Dausa I‘arllﬂngn-
tary Constituency, Thc Board expresscd SurprisSc when info:_:'!ac -
by the President of the Rajasthan Unit, Maharawal Iaxpen Singh fO
Dungarpur, that liehara jkuncr Prithviraj was not cven a m_rnbcr Q
the Ierty and that no cormitnent had been taken fron him, before
assigning him the Farty's symbol, that, if ¢lected, he would at
least become an associote nmember of the Party in the Lok Sabha,

(141) Chomu  Asscmbly Constitucncy- In the 1light of the circunstan-

ces explained by the irusident of the Rajasthan Unit the Board
dgproved the reconuendation of the Rnjasthan State Parlicnentary
Board permitting Mr, Tilmren Paliwal the usc of the Farty's symbol
though he was contesting as an Independent candidate, The State
President made it clear however thnt no cormdticnt hadbeen taken
from Mr., Paliwal thot he would join the Party's Group in the State
Asscnbly.

Relations with the 5.V.D. in U.DP.

In the light of the earlier deecision of the Central Parliancntary
Board at Cochin on January 26, that the TParty's Group in the U.PT.
Legislature showld withdraw from the S.V.D. in the event of Ifr, Charan
Singh ceasing to be its lecicr, the Central Tarliamentary Board reco—
rmended to the National Exccutive that in view of the resignation
of Mr., Charan Singh as Chief Minister and the subsequent developeonts
leading to the present situction in UP, there was no longer any justifi-
cation for continuing our association with the S.V,D. which also
contained a large contingent ¢f cormunists. The Inrty's Group in U,P,
should therefore leave the S.V.D.altogether and should not participate
any longer in any of their deliberations, whether in Committec or in
general body neetings,

In the event of any kind of verification to ascertain the respec=
tive strength of the S,V.D. and th Congress Farty, the Swatantra
Group in the U.P, Legislaturc Asscmbly should abstain from giving
support to either side and rcuain completely ncutral.

Farlisnentary Matters,

. .

(&) Ieadership of the Party's Group in the Lok Sebha and Rajya Sabha

L, The Bo ard decided to recormend o the Parliamentary Group of
le;d Ey that the following decision should be token in rcgard to the
ership of the Party's Groups in the two Houses of Parliancnt,

(1) %&M - the Leader and the Deputy Leader of the Iarty's
ofol’:ﬁlin the Iok Sabha should be elected by the Party's Members
o anent  (Lok Subha) to hold office from now upto the ond
o the life of the present Lok Sabha in 1972,



*
=0y iy ade : 's Group in the Rajya
i Reiva Sabha - the Leader of the Party's -
(1-) Sabha should be elected by the FParty's ounbers of‘I*arlmn:{ltﬁB
(Rojya Sabha) to hold office till the noxt p#cnniel clectio

to the Rajya Sebha in 1970.

(b] The need for an Upper Hovsc in States without one :

In responsc to an inguiry as to what should bc the Tarty's .st-zmd
in rugard to the demand for an Upper House in thosc States vhere there was
none such, it was fclt that the Forty should not press this demand.
However,in so far as the Rajya Sabha itsclf was concerned, the Board
was of the definite opinion that since Indian Parliament vas the suprcne

and sovereign legislatmre in India, it should continue tc be bicancral,

() Review of the Farty's FPerformmnce So Far in thc Current Session of
Parlianent.

(1) Kutch Award :

The President, Prof. Ranga, roferred to the position teken by the
Party in the two Houses of Parliaucnt in rogard to the Kutch Award and
said that although the Earty's Group had supported the Opposition motion
of "no-confidence" for othcr reasons, it had at the same time supported
the Governnunt's acceptance of the Kuteh Award. He repoerted that the
Party's spokesman Mr, Iashabhai Patel had made a good spocech supporting
the Award as a binding inturnational obligation, notwithstanding that
it was an unfortunate Award resulting frowmthe feet that the Government
had tied its own hands by the wide terns of reference to the Tribunal
which it had accepted,

In this comncetion, Mr. H.ll. Iatel drew the attention of the Doard
to the fact that in Gujerat public opinion was against acceptance of the
Award and that he hinsclf was the Convenor of an All-Party Comittec to
oppose acccptence of the ,ward, The Gujerat Unit of the Party had at a
TR T il "t e S IRl Mented. a sesolubion oprosie v AR
obtaining in Gujerat, the Board FeBOBRCHAGE $6 the NATLoNAL BRooRtive
that the Gujerat Unit of the ¥arty be pernitted to take a differont
attitude (made possible by the 2lst Irinciple of the Party). At the same
tine, the Gujerat Unit was asked not to involve the Farty in a Satyagrahe
or any other forn of agitation thot nmight take place. Menbers of the
Party were however free in their individual capacity to take part in
such forms of protest,

(1) West Bengal Develoments

The Board approved the positi e i

‘ Jposition taken by the Party's Group in
fnrligimnt supporting thu Governor's action in dissolving the State
Sscably end calling for nid-ternm cleetions.

(111) Indian HCSidQnts in Kf.nya with British Iasﬂpﬂrtﬁ.

i rugaﬁ-*il.iijﬁq;:l reported ©oat feelings in Gujerat were running high
Wy ¢ “overmnent of India's stand of not permitting those Indians
tish passports to cone to Thdial

The Preside E,
1 Bldt-ht, Prof, R;...nf—;";, axplained the position adopted W the

Party i s T
Y in Perliancnt thot for the present the Party should not nake such o

denend but oall for a Hni
e o neeting of \
a 3.-tiqfnetory solution of n%h:i ;gﬁgfmlth ek T
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Aftor discussion, it was agrced thot the ;arty_spould szpporg_
the demand for an carly neciing of Comnonwealth Ir}mc Mlnlstegst offid
veil upen the British Govermient to honour itis obllgutlon§ an : tho
a solution to the problen, The Roard wes also of t@e view tha e o
Goverrient of India should nct refuse entry into India to these

tunate poople.

(iv) Funjab

The Bourd approved tho position taken by the Party's Grou? in
Perlisuent in (a) disapproving the manner in which the Statc legisiature

‘had been prorogucd the Spoaker? znd (b) demanding the dissolutio n of
th

¢ 8tote’Lssenbly end the holding of mid-term elections in that State.

(v) Onsurance (Apendnent) Bill

The following resolution on the Insurance Juendocat Bill  vas
unaninously adoptcd :

W The Central Eorlisncntory Board of the Swatantra Perty having oxa-
nined the Insurance (Aucndment) Bill 1968, has come to the conclusion that
the provisions of the Bill constitute an exccssive peasure of interforonce
with the functionins of insurarnce compenies, Thcy can even be foreibly
crnlgamated  or merged inte the Life Insurance Corporaticn all in the
nane of "public interest,” The Bill will shake the confidence cf the
insuring p ublic in insurance altogether, immenscly increasc the power
of the politician and the burcouerat to meddle in the affairs of insurance
conponies and ecxtend a power of patronoge to governuent that would open
the door to massive inefficicncy nnd corruption. The Board therefore
calls upon thoe Farty's Membors of Parliaunent vigorously to oppesc the
Bill when it cones beforce the two Houses of Porlisnent and to scck %o
clininate as uuch of the nischief in the Bill as azy be possible, and
¢alls upon insurance agents, and the insuring public to canpaign vigorously
in defence of their rights."

Miscellancous

The ¥resident, Irof. Range informed the Board that on the request
of the Speaker of the Lok Sabhs, Mr. Mosani had with the Farlionentory

Group's approval agreed to continuc for one more yeur as Chairnan of the
Public Accounts Cormittcee,

- ?in;la?ly, he had accepted, with the Group's approvel, the Railway
Minister's invitotion to serve on a high=-powcred Comittoc to inguirc into
the recent frequent major Roilway Accidents.

Mr., Masani's Resignation

Contral ?Eo Board considered Mr.¥esani's letter of resignation fron the
o;t to thlréégmuntary Bcaré- In this comnection, the General Seerctory read
T 1 b gd Mr: Masnn%'s reply, in responsc to the President's invita-
Stotod dnpee oo 1S neeting of the Board., Mr. Masani in his roply hed
invitatignLgsa%%Gf#Q%t he regretted his inability to accept the President's
cttons do agpc £ ththqt h1? Frosonce right  be misintorpreted as an
taken in rogerd tobthbesfgﬁf%ignu;c;géqn in the matter of the action to be
decision not 4o wsihipen e reeiznaggg;:t. He had also reaffirmcd his
Tne A n .

12th Aprigbtirﬁildﬁggtr?hq out  cortein extracts from Rajaji's lettor of

aw hos resigha%ion Wﬂinlg vhich Rajaji had requestcd Mr. Masani o with-
Board unanimously deeidod thu 1izht cf the discussions that ensucd, tho

¢d tC request Mr. Masani to withdraw his resisnation.

The oot s
vting then turmiaates with 2 vote of thanks tc the Chair,

e —~——



