Draft Minutes of the meeting of the Central Parliamentary Board held
at 3 p.n. on January 27, 1968 at the Casino Hotel, Cochin. __ £

¥

Present:

Mr. W.G. Bange ~ in the Chair
Mr. MMRuthnaswany, MP.

¥r, M.R, Jasani, MP.

lh‘. HJM- Etel’ mi

Dr. R.C. Cooper

Mr. Dehyabiai Patel, MP.

Mr. N. Dandeker, MF.

Mr. T. Krishneuma Cheudhary ) by Invitetion
Mr. C.R, Irani )
Mr. Sundernani Patel )

The Minutes of the last meeting of the Central Farliamentary Board held in
Madras on September 29, 1967, were confirmed.

1., Disciplinary Action against S.V. Kashimath,MLA:

The General Secretary reported that Mr.S.V. Kashimath,IT4, Chief Whip of
the Party's Group in the Mysore Legislative Assenbly had tendered an ungual-
ified apology for his action in moving and getting enacted a Bill to enhan-
se the splaries of Ministers and Legislators, in defiance of the directive
of the Mysore State Exeeutive and of the Leader of the Party's Group in the
State Legislature.

The Board accepted the apology as recamended by the Mysore State Execu-
tive and decided to drop the matter.

In this comneetion, a letter from Mr. Sridharmurthy stating that Mr.
Kashimath's apology should not be accepted, was considered and the General

Seeretary was requested to send s suitable reply in the light of the Board's
decision, '

2. Visit to COrissa by Members of the Board:

The Board was informed that Prof. Ranga, ir. N. Dandeker and Mr. G,
Iatchanna had visited Orissa since the last meeting of the Board.

5. Biennial Elections to the Rajya Sabha and Vidhan Barishads:
(a) Bajye Sabha

(1) The General Seeretary reported that apart fram one eandidate frop

Gujarat (in respect of whon there was already o ecrmitment) and
certain recommendations received from the Parliamentary Board of the
Orissa Unit, all other Units which intended recomnending candidates
for the biemnial eleotions to the Bajye Sabha hnd asked for extension
of time to enable them to come to arrangenents wilth other demoecratic
Opposition Groups in their respective Stute Legislatures,

In the light of this request, the Board deeided to extend the time
linit for the submission of recommendntions upto 15th February,

A Sub-ﬂqmitte? consisting of Prof. N.G. Ranga, Mr.N. Dandeker and
¥r. M.R. Masani was appointed to consider and decide on recommend-
ations received from State Parlianentacy Boards,
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The following recommendations were approved: -

(1) Orissa - 1. Mr. Sundermeni Patel, WP,

(i1)

- 2, Mr, Krishna Chandrz FPonda

The General Secretery reportcd that Mr. Yatiraj H‘uh.z_lraj e.ndt

Mr. Varanasi Jagannadhan hzd appealed against the Orissa Sta ;m d
parlicmentary Board's recormendations. After diseussion the io
negatived the appeals on nerits and asked the General Seeretary

reply suitably to the two appellants.

Gujarat 1. Mr, Babubhai Vaidya

The General Secretery reported on a misunderstanding 'I:EmT: appecred

to exist in the Gujarat Unit's Office regcrding the precise ni‘:L'l‘-lll'e

of the commitpment vis-a-vis Mr. Suman Patel who had been pronised

the second preference candidature for the Rajya Sabha election in
1968 or the first prefercnce candidature in 1970. The Office Bearers
of the Gujarat Unit were under the inpression that if, for any reasol,
Mr. Suman Patel wos umable to accept such nomination hinself, he had
the right to nominate some one instead.

In this connection, the General Secretary recalled in rerticuloxr Mr,

K. M. Munshi's letter of Moy 27, 1966 to Mr. Suman Patel embodying

the agreenent reached with hin and the decision taken in this regard

by the Central Parliamentory Board at its meeting on May 26, 1966.

From this it was quite clear that if ir. Suman Patel éould not accept
nomination, no right was given to hin to nominate some one else instead.

Mr. H.M. Patel stated that he had not himself seen the copy of the
letter from Mr. Munshi to Mr, Suman Patel till that (January 27)
morning when he had perused the copy with the Central Office. He
said that he would on his return call for the relevant papers and
cormunicate further in the matter with the General Secretary, Mr. N.
Dendeker.

”
# As regerds the advisability of putting up a second candidate at all,

(141)

in the light of the Party's strength and negotiating position in the
Gujarat State Assenbly, it was-decided that a second candidate should
ohly be considered after naking certain that the first candidate M.
Babubhai Vaidya would be elected. The Sub-Committec appointed to
approve Rajya Sabha Candidatures wns acked to consider the matter
carefully end to approve of a second Candidate from Gujarat after

satisfying itself that this would not harm Mr. Babubhai Vaidyals
prospects. |

"

HRa jasthan

The General Secretary reported on the discussions he had with the
President, General Secretary and the Treasurer of the Rajasthan Unit
of the Party in regard to the bienniel elections to the Rajya Sabha
nanely, that the State Unit was in favour of continuing the reeim:-oc;al
arrapgenenta with the Jan Sangh, whereby the candidates of the Jan
Sangh e}nd the Swatantra Party would alternate with nutual support,
gﬁ; ;E 2«;2 Previous bienniel elections to the Rajya Sabha fron Raja-
ey ih:.i;le Jan -'::‘angh ha-.‘l lent support to the Swatantra candidate
amilabie : on th:l.s occasion the Jan Sangh's support should be
s Or our candidate. This made it possible to send & nenber

e Swatantra Party into the Rajya Sabha. In this connection, the
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reported assurance by Smt. Gayatri Devi to Thakur Mandhata Sinsht_ s
that in view of his-agreeing not to contest in the General Elce 128
in 1967 he would be the Party's candidate to the Rajye Sabha in 1968,
was discussed. The General Secretary wes asked to check with the
Meherani and the Meharawsl Saheb of Dungerpur, whether ary such assur—
ence was given and, if so, to consider the possibility of effectively
inplementing the assurance with the support of the Party's Legislators
in the State Assembly.

(iv) other States
In view of inadeguate voting strength there will be no Party condid-
ates for the Rajya Sabha frou the following States: Assan, Bihar,

Delhi, Haryana, Hinachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Mzharashira, Punjab,
Utter Pradesh and West Bengal,

(b) vidhan Parishads

The Board was informed that the Stete Units of Andhra, Madras, Mysore
and U.P. had reguested for extension of tine to recommend candidates for
election to the Vidhan Parishads for the sane reasons as in regard to
recommendations to the Rajye Sebha, The Boerd agreed and asked the Sub-~
Compittee to take decisions in the natger as and when reconmendations were
roceived,

In so far as the other States were concerned, Assam, Gujarat, Orissa
and Rajasthan had no Vidhan Parishads; while on account of iradequate vot-
ing strength in the Assenblies of Bihar, Modhya FPradesh, lMaharoshira and
Bengal, there could be no Party candidates in the elections to the Vidhan
‘Parishads.

In so for as the Punjab was concerned, the Board was informed that
there wes a nove to abolish the Vidhan Parishad.

4. Review of the Functioning of United Front arrangenents
in curtain Statec Iegislatures:

Andhra

The rcquest by the Board at its neeting on Septenber 29, 1967 to

Mr, Tatehanna that he should meke efforts to get the Swatantra-led United
Denoceratic Front to change its nane so as to cnphasize the major status
of the Party, was recalled. Prof, Ronga, in the absence of Mr. Iatchanna,
naswgd the Board that there was no truth in the belief that the Party's
identity had suffered as a rusult of the arrangeuents entered into with
the dissident Congressnen in the Andhra State #ssenbly., On the contrary
he said the leadership of the Pront by Mr. Iatcharna had nore or less :
cnphasiscd the major status of the Swatantra Party.

Biher

' ‘;L'he -?oin't Seerctary Mr. Sunderrani Patel (who was present by Srecial
tm‘-lt;tmn) zjcpc-rted that during his recent visit to Patna, he had instruc—
@d the two uembers of the Party in the State Legislature not to support

the efforts that had recently resyl+ .
N 5 2 : o
Front Governnent, 3 ulted in'the overHimCREDIRHERIE et

Ve



sore

g a t yet fron the
The Goneral Secretary reported that thoere was no repor 0%, % y
Mysore Unit concerning the advisebility or otherwise of continuing c;:f::-
ation with the Janta Pekshe in the Mysore Iegisleture. The Generalt

tarj’ wes asked to pursue the mattur further with the State President.

Rajasthan

¥

Regarding the United Front arrangenents in the Rajasthon S't.:te..‘.saeubly,
the Generzl Secrctary Mr. Dendeker reported on tine talks he had with the
State President Maharawal Iexuan Singh of Dungarpur who was also the leader
of the Party and of the Front in the Asscubly. MNr. Dandcker conveyed to
the Board his inpression thot the Mchorawal hinself was not very hapry
about continuing with thc arrangenents which according to him had bl_:-en
entured into tentatively for a year and which would cone to an cnd in
March 1968,

The Board reiturated its earlier deecision that the Party should resume
its identity in the State Asscubly and hoped that Shri Taxman Singhji
would terninate the arrangement, soon after the Rajya Sabha eleations.
Thie, however, need not preclude the continuance of any linited arrongenent

. with the Jan Sangh whether generally or in regard to biemmial electicns to

the Rajya Sabha.

Weat Bengel

Joint Secrctary Mr. C.R. Irani reported to the Board on the circunstances
leading to our Party's lone MLL Ifry Rajendra Singh Singhi being invited to
Join the VWest Bengal Cabinet as a Ministor of State. The Board ratified
its decision (obtained by Circular) approving Mr. Singhi's action in join-
ing the West Bengal Ministry.

Uttar Pradesh

The Gener:l Secretary reported on the develoments in the U.P, ILegisla-
tive hssenbly since the last necting of the Board, /Lrising out of the
discussion and in the light of the General Secretary's report, the Board
approved the i.uediate rejoining the Saryukta Vidhayak Dal by Swatantra

ULAs in U.P, but only so long as Mr, Charan Singh continued as Chief
Minister, |

In so far as the nomimtion of a ninister in the S.V.D. Cobinet was
concerned, it was deeided to kecp the matter in abeyance until the General

Socretm discussed the ratter further with the Party MLLs and the State
Executive Cormittee.

Review of Developments in Haryana

The Board heard a re
sertain lcading citize
ution of the Ad

port on the developments in Haryana resulting in
ns of the Stote joining the Perty and the reconstit-
-Hoc State Executive with Chaudhary Hardwari Ial as Chairman,

The Gene

ral Secreta o a 3 S o
a large nea Iy reported thet this significant developnent was in

sure due to the efforts of the late Mr. Charanjit Rai,

I 5
mﬂ;} ﬂ;ﬁel;g{lt of the favourable atnosphere in the State for the Swatantra
. L..”Ld-tcr-&:iil. :?Cidcd that the Swatantra Party should participate in Y
o i ' ©iectlions in a big way subject of course to the availability
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(a)

(v)

(a) good and suitable candidates, and o

(b) edequate resources.

i e Board
In so far as cooperation with other Partics vas com;rﬁgﬁnitzg Pagair
enphagised that we should not takec part in arny so-calle

errengenents and that our cooperntion with other denocratic Oppgzt:gztra._
Partics should be strictly linited to clectoral arrangenients. bl
diction issued by Chaudhary Hardweri Ial to 2 report t}}st agp; S o
certain lecding dailivs thet the Farty in Haryana had joined in

tion of 2 Unitcd Front was noted with approval,

The following S-pan Sub-Cermittee was set up to consider_and teke deci-
gions on all aspects relating to the Haryana nid-tern elections:

1. Prof. N.G. Range,

2. Prof. M. Ruthnaswary,
%, M¥r, M,R. Masani,

4, HMr. Dahyebhai V. Fatel,
5. Mr. N. Dendeker,

Review of the functioning of the Iarty's Group in Parlianent and
the Statc Assenmblies:

Parlianent

Prof. Range reported on developients in the last session especially the
unseenly and unparlianentary scenes witnessed in both Houses of Farliament.
The Board reiterated its concern over the apparent inability of the Speaker
in the Lok Sabha and the Chairpan in the Hajya Sabha effectively to ¢ontrol
the proceedings in the House and to saTfeguard its dignity.

Arrears of Subscrirtion

The Board noted with regret that certain nenbers of the Party in Parliament
had failed to pey their dues to the Group in tine and requested the Genersl
Secretary to write to the nenbers concerned requesting then to clear their
arrears quickly.

State lAsscmblies

The circunstances that led the Pariy's Group in Rajasthan to abstain fron
attending the Legislative Asserbly at. the tine of the Governor's address
and the walk-out by our Group fron the Gujarat issenbly before the Goyers -
nor's address werce discussed. Prof. Ruthnaswouyy, Mr. Mas. i and Dr. Cooper
felt thaot such extra-constitutional "protest" procedures were inproper,
whercas Prof. Ranga felt that each case had to be considered on its own

nerits. Mr. Dandeker thought that a'walk-out" nay involve discourtesy but -
not "abstention",

(i1) Gujarat

Mr, H.M, Patel stated that the reports in the Press of a schisn in the
Party iiu the State Assembly were exaggerated. He conceded however that
GEE or ujuo I%oubers DAy not be very happy with the prescnt arrangenients in
the fAssenbly Party especially in regard to the leadership., -
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(iii)
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(1)
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both Prof. Ranga and Mr. Masapi reported on the neet;t
ings that they had separately with Mr, Vadilal Iallubhai but with no gre
success. lMr. Dandeker expressed the view, which IMr. Patel also atrongli
urged, thot patters of this kind should be left to-the Stgte Emecutiiid o
resolve and that he (Mr. H.M. Patel) with Shri Bhailalbhai Patel, WO
strive to iron out such difficulties as existed. This was agreed to.

In this connection,

Orisse Frcedon of Religion Bill

The contents of Mr.R.N. Singh Deoc's Note on the cirounstances 1eading
o the ennctrient of the Orissa Freedom of Religion Lct 1967 were conmund-—
cnted to the menmbers of the Bosrd. Mr. Dandeker referred to certain anend-
nents to Seetion 2 of the Act which, he thought, would cure the najor

defects,

The Bosrd noted with concern that there was considerable disquiet in
the country as 2 result of the emncting of the Orissa Freedon of Religion
Aot, 1967. It was unfortumnte that the Central Barlianentary Board was
not consulted before such a lesislation having all-India repercussions and
concerned with the basic princirples of the Party was brought forward in the
Orissa State Legislature,

The Board authorised the General Secretary to discuss with the President
of the Swatantra Party in Orissa the changes necessary in the fict to nake
it generally acceptable.

Consideration of Business before the Budget Session
of Parlianent

The following Resolutions in connection with legislation that would cone
up before the Budget Session of FParlianent werc adopted unaninously:

BANKING LAWS (AMENDMENT ) BILL

" The Central Parlianentary Board of the Swatantra Farty,
having exanined the Banking Iaws (Anendnent) Bill, has
cone to the conclusion that the provisions of the Bill
constitute an excessive uneasure of interference with the
functioning of banking companies and give alnost unlinited
powers to the puliticians and bureaucrats in office to
neddle in the affnirs of banks and to exercise a power of -
patronage which would on the one hand, prevent the banks
fron functioning in the interest of the depositor, the
sharebiolder and the national econony and would, ocn the
?thur, open the door to massive corruption and political

. gobbery. The Bill will further inhibit the flow of savings
into the banking systen and the process of monetisaticn
of the rural arcas. The Board, therefore, calls upon the
Ehrtyrs Menbers of Parlianent vigorously to oppose the Bill
when it cones before the two Houses of Parliacient and to
scek to elininnte &s tmch of the nischief in the Bill as
DAy be possible, and calls upon depositors and share-

holders of bank i T : y
rights", S to canpaign vigorously in defence of their

MONOPOLY & RESTRICTIVE TRADE FAGCTICES BILL

LU
The Swatantra Party has always been opposed to monopoly,

:2izher in_tha St .e or the private sector, and would
dﬂnocnc tgf introduction of genuine and rcasonable anti-
poly legislation which would scel to prevent those
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concerned fron exploiting a& monopolistic situation.

The Central Parlianentary Board of the Swatantra Iarty,
having exanined the Monopoly and Restrictive Trade
Practices Bill now before Parlianent, is alarned at
finding that the provisions of the Bill have to o large
extent little to do with combating nmonopolies but are

so designed es to give Governnent all manrer of arbit-
rary authority over £ll industrial and trading concerns
regirdless of whether or not they arc uonopolies. The
Bill bears little resemblance to the draft legislation
recormended by the Das CGupta Cormission on Monopolies.
If enacted in its present form, the Bill would prevent
this country from enjoying the benefits of technological
mrogress and econauies of size on the one hand, and would
place everyone engaged in industry, trade or services at
the mercy of the politician and bureaucrat to whose
arbitrary whins and fancies the Bill provides neither

8 judicdal nor eny othee check. The Board, therefore,
calls upon Swatantra Meobers of Parliament to fight

this pernicious Bill, while naking it clecr that the
Farty stands for opposition to monopely in whatever
gector it may raise its head'.

(ii] The Board noted with concern that two Bills involwving najor issues of
policy had been noved by Mr. P.K. Deo, a nenber of the Party's Group in
the Lok Snbha without the Board being consulted. The Board decided to
call upon Mr. P.K. Deo to withdraw both Bills wviz.,

(2) Bill for the Inpeachnent of Statc Governors, and

(b) i Bill to auend the Constitution to provide for an
Assenbly vote before the appointment of a Chief Minister.

(111) The Board called upon the nembers of the Party in both the Houses of
Parlianent to oppose the following Bills that were being noved by the
S.5.,P. Group in the Iok Sabha ViZ.,

(a) 2 Bill to abolish Privy Iurses;
(b) a Bill to ternimte the guarantecs to nopbers of the
ICS regarding their cnolunents, service conditions,

pensions, etec., and

(¢) a Bill to enfranchise all those above 18,

8. The meeting then teminated with a vote of thanks to the President.



