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The General Council nntes with grave concern the wide-
gspread conditions of 3cute drought in Oriss? which have Aassu-
med grave proportions. There nive been many starvation
deaths, and thousands have become em3ciited Ind 2re in need
of hospitalisation 2nd special diet to restore them to
norm3l he3ilth.

The neglect of the 13st 19 yeirs, the failure of ill=-
ennceived plans on which crores of rupees have been spent
and the colossal waste due to favouritism and corruption hAave
resulted in cnmplete failure of many irrigation projects,
while many others including large numbers of drinking water
wells have remiined incomplete. Hence, the totd failure of
crops in miny Areis and the acute shortige of drinking water
is not due entirely to the filure of riins, but is to 2
large extent attributible to the inefficiency, neglect 2and
lapses nf the Government.

The Council condemns the Orissa Government for its
lack of foresight amd complete indifference to undertike
timely relief measures. The present distress mnd suffering
would have been minimised, if Government had p1id heed to
the timely warnings and advice from sever3l quarters in recent
months and had stirted relief measures earlier. Even the
belated medsures now undertaken are vitiated by inefficiency
in execution, narrow partisan outlook; and the State Govern-
ment is un3able to prevent corruption and exp loitation even
during the distress of the people.

The General Council is further of the view th3at the
Central Gnvernment cannot be absolved of its share of respon-
sibility, especinlly in view of the fact th1t the worst hit
areds re largely inhabited by Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled
Castes and other Backwird Clisses, who are the worst suffer-
ers §f the framine ind for whose welfire the Centril Govern-
ment has speciil constitutionil responsibility.

The General Council calls u

C pon the State ind Central
ingernments energetici1lly to undertike and intensify relief
3; fgrEs to save the f?mgne stricken people from stirvation
th grate their sufferings and enible the 3griculturists
répﬁgi§§tgkefcgét1vatlon in the Kharif season, so that 2

¢ on o € gre2t Famine Tragedy of 1866-6

million people perished miy be 1vo§deg. [

This Council 2lso deminds that 2 i
[ : S0 Commigsion of 1
?gm;EEnlntgq to investigate the cause of the present lcﬁggiry
gl gan 1tions and numerous starvation deaths in Orisea
esponsibility for the failure of relief medsures ;

nd to suggest measur
tragedy in future. €s to prevent the recurrence of such 2

Moved by Mr. R. N. Singh Deo




