tantfa Farty has taken a bold move in th: rzngagi:;tion
of the party unit in Bihar. The Biher Swatantrg Iar:{ aztzzn;th e
attention in political circles. It geined conazdeisrte e %o ve s
the 1962 general slections. Today, the Swatantra ¥y S e
main Opposition Party in the Biher Vidhan Satha. The poBihar e
of the leader, Raja Bahadur of Ramgarh, shot up as th: Sl
Party gained 2 few imporiant key  seais and gave & § ro;ft Al
of the well-lmown Congrese candidates. It was bel}eved tha Byt
influence of the Raja Bahadur of Remgerh vas confined onlyt b Sk o
trict of Hazaribagh. The 1962 general electlons_showed tha e
Swatantre farty, under thc leadership of the Raja Baha.durdopa s;njgam o
had mede dents in other districts also. Both the Jharlhan - rr%ss
Congress Party conceded seats to the Swatantra Ihrtq. The Ogﬁ by
Tarty's majority went down, and the Jharkhand Party's streng

to be declined.

As political analysts, we noted that the anti-Congress temper
in Bihar was growing. The shrunken majority of the Congress Party was
traceable mainly to two factore, viz. inner-party bickerings on a group
basis, and the isolation of the enlightened people from the Congres:ak
Party. The Swatantra Party being a new political party, it did not e
roots in the different parts of the State. But tragically enough there
was the erosion of democratic forces within the Bihar Swatantra I?rty.'
‘The leader, the Haja Bahadur of Ramgarh, asked for supreme agthorlty. He
is reported to have made the suggestion to the central orggnlgatlcn of
the party that he must not be fattered from above and within if he ha§
to function &5 the instrument of people's will, He wanted to stand aslqe
if he was not given the requisite authority. This was a dangerous thesis
in a democratic perty organisation. The Raja Bahadur of hamgarh chose to
act on his own authority. Theoritically, he preferred to impose his
scheme on the party organisation in Bihar in scorn of thé viishes of the
Central Organisetion Committee. The undemocratic claim of the Raja
Bahadur of Ramgarh proved gulling to the High Command of thé Swatantra
Party. Che Central Organisation Cub-Committee end the Parliamentary Board
found that the interim State Committee, nominated by the Raja of Ramgarh,
was '"unrepresentative of the verious elements in the State”. oreover, they
could not swallow the thesis of the Reja Bahadur of Ramgarh which would
disrupt the integrity of the Party.

We are not intercsted in the apportionment of the blame. We note
that the Central Organisation Sub-Committee and the Parlicmentary Board
of the Swatantra have no stomach for the undemocratic pill of the Raja
Bahadur of Jziy rh. The Farty's High Command recorded the view that every
State unit was organisationally subordinate to the Central authority and
that democratic forces must be given full play in the party organisation
at all levels. No party leader of the State unit can be given unfettered
authority to act in his discreticn. The leader has to work with the active
consent of varty members. He is the servant, not the master, of the Perty.

It was undoubtedly a bold move that the Central Organisation
oub-Comud ttee had revoked the authority given to the Raja Eahadur of Ram-
garh, President of the Bihar unit of the Party, to appoint an interim
State committee and office-bearers and to reconstitute the Distriet Commi-
ttee, pending their reslacement by duly elected commitiess. The High
Command nominated & new interinm committee, nominated by the President,
wag diaso%ved. The Swatentra Party showed much courageé in adhering to
the principles of democracy. It did not hesitate to scuttle the eubhority
of the Presidentlcf the Bihar unit who planted firmly the flag of the
Swatantra Ferty in the 1962 General Elections, In other words, the party
did not permit the faja Bahadur of Ramgarh to smerifice the tenants of

demoeracy in the organisation of +t}
i _ a vhe Bihar unit. It did not look at
lmmediate gains for its long-range interests.

L ;Cﬂntdr'p.2..



fight for pover cud autaority. And the FEiher Swmtenlrsn Farty oy blced 3

rigks, Lr.idnco ‘soci, Senerel Scerctary of the Swatanire varty in his

As students of liberal de.oecruey, we comoliment the “wntantra
iarty's nove. "he loje Sehedur of Jeggarh oy not casily give up nia

the President of tac “ther unit violeatly pecke st the suthority of the
Central Oryacioction Sub-Co.ditee. Put the Swatontra Ferty took all she

lecture on ‘Perty rolitics in India" under the :uspices of the Hrrold
Iowsl instisute of Foiiticml Science at Ahucdabad etrecsed the certrsl
point thot =n Opncusition Furty could act grow iz - deacerecy vith the
help of sen «ué neien of unde.oerstic te.oor ond dubicus politicel iora
lity. Thoss s40 believe in short-cuts ay eondonc indiscifline, disloysliy
er.eteisa, and corrupt transcetionc. Pt thot is not the wey of ymtering
Lie wlent of dosoersey. . Tdmoo fsmnd in Lhe “everal Seere.nry's

re ort to the Patoo Conventica of the Hwetcntra Poarty in 1760 nrghed: e
' e ahovld be core.ul aot to de.end on dubious clesents. 't s lu- g
hae fUl to have no wdt in i porticulsr pl-en or di.trict th'n to heve :

a bad ouc!, The Gwats.bra Tarty thus chesu to virdiczte the procens of i

desocracy in the strengtnening of the orty organisction,

They ooy thet hecps o eostos win eleetions in India. 7. Finoo .
“aeacl says thot the Swotantra Jurty is uot cought by ths slogan: Yy
perty rigat or .rong". We cwote with o prowal  the followines observi-
tiuns of #p, ‘Huoo Hacani:

"“hen political power 2né econaiic patronnge ere concentratoed
15 the hon€o of the ruling party, ac thoy oxc ot Jreseat, only an Opposi-
tiin pord; .aich iy accepued as morclly wuperior by the puorple 2t 1 rge
can hope Le maize the jrade."

(Bditorial article in "he Indien lation" (Jutna) on Znd .cptenber, 1962)



