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fhe proposition appears extravegant but :.'E‘ canh'ne u;:‘_cahitsﬁzj 1::;»:.-
certain equations. The first squation is that in the img e de%o-
Government responds to public opinion. This is all the more g e o
cracy and in India is emphasissd by demonstrations of‘varl?uﬁ ;;am .
have become part of the apparatus for exjTessing public oplnion, i
it follows that a party vwhich develops and directs public opinion et .
pressure the Government to accept its measurcs or‘face embarrassmen io
disturbances or defeat from elections. The question therefore really is
how the Swatantra Party cen create public opinich. It cennot use demons-
tratiens, not only because it respects the law but also because their
benefits arc more precarious than precious. It has to usc the‘Ergss,
Platforms and Parliament and more particularly the last where it ig the

leading oppositicn party.

The sccond equation is that public opinion in the last analyais_ _
responds to felt needs of whicl. the broad distinction is between political
and economic ones. Though different political needs may be projeeted from
time to time, the basic need of the vast majority of the pecple is feor
stability of goverrment. This mesns that the Swatantre FParty should stand
for the Constitution &s the only assurance to people not only of their
rights but of their expectations. It must opposc parties, which after
members of legislatures sworn to "true faith and allogiance to the Constit-
ution" attack it in whole or part. To emphasisc this dedication to the
Constitution, the Swatantra Party could avoid participetion in other poli-
tical subjccts except to the extent they touch the Constifution. Silence
on other subjucts has also practical advantages, first that it avolds
common cause vith parties, fundamcntally opposed to the Swatantra Party,
second that it allows the Congress and other parties the rope to hang them-
sclves from their uncorrected mistakes, third thet it rightly reserves for
the time before the elections the destruetive strategy, the stronger for the
constructive policy the Swatantras Party folliowed before. Attacking the
Goverment in and out of scason, with no prospect of changing it discloses
not only feminine petulence but makes for unneciecsary diversion of public
time from fundemental issucs of life and liwclihood, with.which $hes public
is concerned. If such a constructive attitude is accompanied by clear
indication that the Swatantra Party is not cexpecting office in company with
Opposition perties to which it is basically cppescd, the public will begin
to respect the Party os a disinterested guardian of its rights. The Govern-—
ment will also respect it as a eritic without counterfeit. TIts abjuration
of office will be only a national loss to the pirty because it has no chance
for office at all but has-the opportunity crcated by its moral position of
influencing those in office to carry out its polieies.

Of thesc policies, the most importunt are cconomic ones, which would
a cquire clarity to the extent the Swatontra Party is identified as the
Consumer's party. Its base then will be as wide as the whole population
ba;auae even producers are consumurs susceptible,,in their way, to rising
prices and shortages in their consumption patterns. In any case, the
attitude of the Party to producers con be the simple one of increasing

production to its full potentinls, wiich would scrve them and the @
S e ’ crve 12 CcOnSunmers

This leads to the Fhird emphasis, that the S atentra Party is against
?Dntr?1§ and for‘cOUpetltion. Here the Party would do well to drop its
identification with Free Enterprise, because this has come to imply fréedom

only to big business. Not only is this egeinst the tenets of the mrty but

the reverse is the purpose of the party, which wants to ¢nd controls end the

monopolies consequent to them, In the newme of socialism, the Government

2::BP§Et§EECd %2? pr?moted only_licencues in the private scetor 2nd contrac—
i el coﬁu t}:_ﬂacticn, against the vnst masses outside. On the other:
= g Eili ;on will not only reducc prices, improve quality, inercese
e ;hare s thecta trug act of socialism, recognising the right of cyvery
‘conomic opportunities cronted by the Plans of Government






