


NOTE

I think the foct has to be ficed that the iimge of the
Swetantre Party has suffered solcwhat gince the last General
Flections. Apert froo sone defections thot lave tnken place _
in various Stotes, the performance of the Porty in the Legisl- . i
atures of the country does not seen: to have colc up to the |
genercl expectation. Different people have different ider.a. .
about the renseons for this decline, but the view that is gaining
ground is that the organisction is weak and locks unity and sense i
of purpose.

We are all cgreed that we tmst fight the Congress on overy
front and weaken, and in tine, destroy its hold over the country.
But I cn not sure there is not sone confusion nbout the ways and
neans to be adopted to achieve thot end. Thore is kmown to be a
section in the Party which is toying with the idez thnt we rust
sesk to cstablish Coalition govermments wherever we can, in which
the Swatantra Party would have an influential and even decisive
role 3o ploy.

To those of tlhis way of thinking, it is legitinnte to ask,
in vhat conditions can such o Govermient be possible and work-
cble, ond to whot extent the Party would have to sacrifice in the
process scae of the fundanentels of its politiezl and ecanobic
policies, How rony Congressben, for instonce, if the attenpt is
to wean away Congressiien fron their Party, will join in such a2
Coclition, and on what teris ? For-.one tiiing, will they not cons-
titute nuerically the largest elenent in the Coalition ?

Looking ot it from another angle, what would be the strength
and position of the groups which core in the Oppooition todoy 72
Is our Party to adnit to the zlliance any and every group, excluding
the Left coxmnists ? And what sort of cohesion do we expect froo
o conglaneration of Right coiiunists, the Jan Sangh, the two Social-
ist Partics ond other such elenents 7

On the other hand, there can be nc objection to the lkind of
arrargelient we hove entered into with another Perty in Orisea,
dode up of dissident Congresspen, where the Coalition partners
ogreed on o coirson prograuiie before the Flections and thus obtained
a tandate fron the people. There, the coirion prograriie hos not
involved any ideologicel scerifice onm our part, Thus, what I object
to are opportunistic alliances hrving little in co.z.on, which, while
appetring attrective in the short tern, will do considerable harm
to the Party's iioge and orgenisntion in the long run.

If oy of cur lenders wore to say the Party hos no such idens
and that I an nerely tilting ot o windmill, oy reply would be I
would ba only too happy if thnt were so.

Apert fron the question of corlitions, what do we propose to
do about the working c~rrongerents we hove renched with other groups
in Pc.lrlia::unt with regard to voting on particular issucs ? Isn't
it tlf“e we gove then up ? While they 1oy have scrved their purpose,
L:.re t.-m‘y not proving enbarressing and should we not keep clear of
-f-_li ?uc; :lndxfrstimdi,més? My own view is thnt, uxcept on soie such

undotientel dissue os o vote of no-confidence, we should brank oway
froi any fctive nssociation with disparate elerients, -

All thet hos hap od i - " :
. aAnppened in the last few nonths is lending us
E:r-“_-ﬂn_léslé'i 1;0 the conelusion th' t, if our Party is to have a
urc, it showld either go it alonc or work for soue such arrangc-

=eat as the one operating in Orissa. = It ziay riean our continuing

to be in the political wilderness for o fow years 101]861-; but this



=

is the only way in which we con build up an Opposition Party, able
some doy to chellenge the Congress and ncquire power without secl-
ing cny doubtful alliances., I ~i certnin in my :ind thot if we .
pursuc that path, even at the next Elections, we would see o congi=

dercble accrction of strength to our ranks. .

The Party hes done nuch to £ill the role for which it was
crented, but I think it is not unfair to say that it has not nade
such an inpact on the country and the Legislatures o8 nay be expect—
ed fron the brilliance and dedicntion of cur lenders, and of not a :
few of the rank and file, In particular, the Party's perfornance &
in sone of the Stotes, porticularly Gujarnt nnd Rajasthan, has been
disappointing, and the tine hns coie to devise nensures to enforce
stricter discipline and unity of purposc, even though we may have
to lose some of our adherents in the process., The difficulties are
there, but they have to be resolved, if the Party is to function ot
its full strength.

I hove thrown out just o few dideas in this Note, and I hope
they will not be found souewhat didactic and inpracticable, or
based on an incorrect reading of the situction.




