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Statement of Mr. M.R. Mpsani, Leader of %ne Swetantra Pariy in Parliament.

. The Presidential election, contested as it is for the first time, is
proving to be highly educative. This part of our Constitution hed fallen
into disuse like several others. It is a good thing that our new democracy
should learn to use the various limbs of the body politic.

Unfortunately, certain misconceptions have crept into the discussions
connected with this election: There are two bogeys that have been raised
and a red herring drawn across the trail to cloud the issues that need to

ﬁ be dealt with so that tne real issues in this election can be seen clearly.

The first of the bogeys which has been raised is thet, if Dr. Zakir
Buesain is defeated in the Presidential election, this in some mysterious
way will involve the fall of the Congress Govermment in New Delhi. To any
gtudent of the Constitution this is a non sequitur,

Our Constitution provides for a system of checks and balances between
the Executive, the Legislature and the Judiciary. It is for the purpose of
preserving such & balance that the Constitution provides that the President
of the Republic shall not be elected by Parliament but by the entire people
through an electoral college representing them. On the other hand, the
Cabinet of the day is mede responsible to the Lok Sabha. The result of the
Predidentisl Election cammot in any way therefore affect the survival of the
present government so long as it continues to enjoy the confidence and
gupport of the majority of the members of the Lok Sabha. If this were not
80, the absurd situation would arise that the present Government would

reeign while still enjoying a Parliamentary majority, thus creating a vacu
that carnot be filled by anyone else. }

In any event, Dr. Zakir Hussain is not the candidate of the Union
Govermment nor of the Congress Parliamentary Party, which weas not even
consulted in the matter. He is the nominee of the Congress Party caucus.

It would therefore be logical and proper for a Congress Member of Parliament
or of a State Assembly to think that the Congress Parliamentary Board has
made & poor choice, to give his first preference vote to Mr. K. Subba Rao
end yet continue to support the Congress Government in New Delhi or in his
own State as the cape may be. Any possible weakening of the present Prime
Minister's position within her own party as a result of the defeat of her
candidate would be a matter of purely domestic concern.

The second bogey is that the Swatantra Party wants the President of
theE Republic to over-rule the Cabinet and Parliament and beccme a dictator.
This of course is fantastic nonsense. We are firm believers in Parliamentary
Democracy. That does not, however, mean that the President of the Republic
phould be a mere rubber stamp. The current political situation is marked !
:i ‘o\;n new features, The first is that in more than half the States of
thz Uﬁgﬁ th;ie are govermments of political colours different from that of
e edé € second 18 that the Congress Party at the Centre has only a
bl th:tmrer the Opposition in the Lok Sabha. In these conditions, we

only an independent, non-party man can do justice to the functions

:ietzichesident. We feel that there is need for a slight change here from
e ord of the last seventeen years. I shall &ive an example or two teo
ustrate my point. P 3

vee2f-



1'2:

. Myere was & Cabinet crisis in Rajasthan soon after the General Electd
244 a Presidential Proclamation wes issued suspending constitutional goverr
§e feit it was & step that the President should not have taken on the advi
of the Umion Goverrment. In our view, the President would have been entitl
in tewms of his constitutioral rights end functions, to ask the Governor of. &2
Rajasthan to call the Leede: of the Opposition to form a government, It was
only if the Opposition Leader had declined to accept the invitation or had gt
failed to form a government with the support of a majority in the State Assembly
{hat the Preeidential P roclemation would have been in order.

Another case is that of the so called "Emergency" declared in 1962 after
the Chinege agzression thet has lasted till this very day. There has been no
cxcuse for this Bacrgency to continue for several years now. The personal
libertiecs and rights of thousands of citizens down to the villagers have becn
trunca ted by the Defence of Irdia Act and the Defence of India Rules. We
felt thet the President should have celled on the Union Government to abrogate
the Preosidentisl Proclamatior of Emergency and restored full civil liberties
a long tiwe back. If the Union Government had refused to accept his advice,
he should have offered to tender his resignation as President.

Tuesc are cxamples to show what we heve in mind when we talk of an
independent man as the President who is not mercly a rubber stamp. This is
4 fer ory from the suggestion of suspending Parliamentary Democracy and the
cstablishment of a dictatorship as has been perversely attributed to us, for
example, in the editorial of an English languagc daily this morning.

& Tod horring drawn across the trail is what is loosely described as
'secularism", but which can more corrcctly be described as our "non-
denominationel democracy'. The discuission on this subject has been based
on two felse assumptions. The first is that somehow Dr. Zakir Hussein was
cntitled to be promoied to the Preridentship. The second that he is being
opp cacd by she Opposition Parties because he is a Muslim. Both these
ussumpiions arc utterly bescless. The -eviring Vice-President has no
P regeriptive right to be elected Fresident. This is made perfectly clear
by the Cons:if_-li‘f.icr. which prescribes that, if the President should die during
}:if‘,-tum of aif.i.f.‘(.', thiu Vice President does not succeed him as in the. United
States, but o successur has to be neuly elected within six months.

The sccouc assumption that Dr, Zakir Hussain is being opposed because
46 16 a lJuglae is utterly groundless in 5o far as we of the Swatantra Party
arc L‘L'r:lc.JI':!L-El- IOur Statement of Privciples and the Election Manifesto of
?lzr_:l?:.ﬁurmum 1t]cl-:ar beyond doubt Lhat our Party is irrevocably wedded to
itnh_czl.o::‘nuuna_‘der_ocracy, that 1i respects all religions equally and that
it 1s = l..,px.r::,al friend of the Minorities, whether they be Muslim, Christian,
;ﬁ;‘g;gzlsiﬁpgilngeom If nonetheless our Party does not find it

e o - Hussein, it g s i

e R e e 23;&:;1;1-: is not because he is a Maslim, but

C-’?:&":-.::lli Elsfdzfli-.-appcin‘ﬁeﬂ champicns of “secularism" who have imported
J\'cnu*_f .- ?ug'lim-a ions into the Presidential election. Do they mean that,
ns:.-it-'g-;- “ ;; Etcindidate is lces fitted than his rival for & certain

= t; m,] 31 tL'A @ c.lecteii nonctheless? In what way, may one ask them,
its 'c‘.":";f‘.:; 122 slate of Mr. Subba Rao and Prof. Hzbib less ||secu1ar" in
M G.‘l.;:‘i‘ ‘bfioca ﬂn_the Congress Party's slate of Dr. Zakir Hussain and

of the Hiclin ard othie  rior concopt of "seculariem" not imply that members
o r.hul‘; e uu"itf ﬂer ?mor:r.tlea are backwerd pcople who cannot be judged
this ot‘;‘onaiva I‘aam-;-;f:-]d ‘:w ZUST therefore be patronised and protected in
Constitution guarantess Zgn;;?nomm“omzl- democracy as embodied in our

this clection is theror uality of status and opportunity, and the issue in

i cfore o yiaa SRS
=nd not their religion or commue];g.'t;hc cl1gitility of the candidates concerned

0003/"



Juiged. by this criterion, it is the Swatantra Party's view that
Mr, X. Subba Rao, by reason of his record, background and personal qualit:
is in current conditions better suited to be the President of the Republic
end the Sup reme Commander of the Armed Forces than Dr, Zekir Hussain. The }
Congress nomince, apart from his ege, failing health and conformist S
temperament, heo been and continues to be associated with the Congress Party.
Though we hold Dr. Zakir Husszin in personal esteem and regard, we foel that |
thesc considerations come in the way of cur supporting his candidature on
Lerits, On the other hand, what the country needes at the present moment is
an independent, non-Farty men who would decline to be a mere rubber stamp for
this or any other government that mey be in office. In the view of all
political parties in India except one, Mr. Subba Rao is that kind of man.

It is & great pity that irrelevant considerations of party politics,
religion and commnity have been imported by certeain people into this
clectoral contest where the suitability of the candidates for this particular
assignment should be the only issue. I am hopeful that all members of the
clectoral college rega rdless of party affiliation will have in mind these
considerations of national importance when they cast their votes on May 6.
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