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GENERAL SECRETARY'S LETTER No. 130 6th August, 1966

Dear friend,

When the Central Parlismentary Board met in Madras on July 22 and 23,
it considered Rajaji's front-page appeal in the July 23 issue of Swarajya.
The Board welcomed the appeal (copy attached), which called for good and
qualified men to stand as Swatantra Party candidates for Parliament and to
meet their own election expenses.

- The Board instructed the Central and State Offices of the Party to
‘_A broadcast the appeal as widely as possible.

The Central Office has accordingly made arrangements for publishing
Rajaji's appeal as an advertisement in the major national English language
dailies on August 15 on the occasion of Independence Day.

We shall be glad if you give effect to the Central Parliamentary
Board's wishes in your own State by bringing Rajaji's appeal to the notice
of relevant persons and with a view to eliciting the maximum response,

We shall be glad to know the measure of response you are able to evoke by

way of self-supporting candidates of good calibre coming forward to stand
for Parliement or Assembly,

Yours truly,

LZW}Q«,JW : i

_ y (M,R. Masani)
L General Secretary
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COME, LET US SAVE DEMOCRACY

I uave no hesitation in calling a
arty and a government, who are
Eunf on maximum power for the
State and the reduction of the
Basic Freedom of the citizens to a
mere mockery of it, an anti-Gan-
dhian party and an anti-Gandhian
Government, The present Congress
Party, and the Government it is
running, are anti-Gandhian beyond
doubt,

They do not say it but they
have clearly come to believe
that Gandhiji's views as to how
much power the State should
wield, and how much freedom the
citizens should enjoy in the field
af production, trade and com-
merce, are old-fashioned and fal-
lacious and that the contrary views
they themselves have come to hold
snd are now practising, following
the communists, are Jll" pul.i('it-s
which the country’s condition of
alfairs calls for,

The Congress Party and the
Government it runs have no use
really for parliamentary debates,
or for any parlismentary opposi-
tion or for the rule of law, They
wholeheartedly believe in Ordi-
nances issued by Government in
the name of the President. The
Party machine is gradually becom-
ing the Government. The Con-
gress Party desires to maintain a
permanent Emergency, the D.LR.
replacing normal law. This is the
true position, whatever the forms
and external trappings may be.

The Party and the Government
run by it belicve they must go on
for all time in s-pil.'v of their
failures, unreplaced by any other
party or government. And far this
purpose and to this end they eling
tenacionsly ta  the power they

By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

have acquired over the economy
of the cilizen, with which they ean
nullify all democratic freedom of
choice and perpetuate themselves
in office and totalitarian power,
while appearing to go  through
elections according to the Consti-
tution.

Gandhiji would have sworn by
all the gods of the Hindu pan-
theon and by Truth, which he
often asserted was God, that he
would not have industrial deve-
lopment if the means to it must be
that India must hend under a
heavy load of foreign debts
besides forfeiting the greater
part of individual freedom. He
would have sworn that India’s
happiness did not lie in that
direction, He would have exer-
cised all his moral authority
among the people to ask the Con-
gress Purty to retire from office, if
it was admitted that it had taken
the country to bankruptey.  And
he would not have asked for any
further proof for this beyond the
37% per cent devaluation of our
rupee as ageinst the currency of
our creditors, )

The nation has realized that the
Conzress Government has utterly
faited and there is widespread
and settled feeling against it. The
Congress Party no longer holds its
position as a political party but is
fluwti::ni:tf{ as a new kind of caste,
sitting like an incubus over Indian
society by force of tradition.

The rigidities of the various
Opposition parties are melting
away as a result of this upsurge
against the ruling party. They
are all cager to come together to
defect the Congress and evict it
i_'rmn office. The nation is watch-
ing this movement with satisfac.

tion, approval and hope. The
people  wimt  good government
and the rule of law back,

They want the freedom in eco-
nomic affairs which they enjoyed
even under foreign rule. They do
not want “to barter their two eyes
in exchange for a fine painting,” as
Bharati sang in Tamil. They do
not see any sense in losing basic
freedoms on the promise that the
five-year plans will on a future day
“take off”. They see that the taxes
and the prices, the defence expen-
diture and the debt servicing char-
ges will not let any plans “take
off”." They hunger for good gov-
ernment and a sound economy and
no vanities.

I smell the coming upsurge
against the Congress Party as one
smells a coming storm and rain.

The Perty is not going to
rcform  or change its erroneous
policies, which have brought the
national economy to bankruptey.
The Premier is an unwii'ling pri-
soner of the Party. We must there-
fore defeat the Party in spite of
the Premier.

The main difficulty is that the
Congress has infinite cash as
ageinst its opponents, [ appeal
therefore for offers from poad
and qualified men to stand as
candidates for Parliament on the
Swatantra ticket whao are able to
meet their own election expenses,
We are considerng a plan under
which  we  throw all caution
to the winds and set up our
candidates in three to four hund-
red  parliamentary constituencies
and have it out with the Con-
gress,

The 1987 elections offer us a
chance to save demacracy. The
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Communist competition does not
count, It is only a bogey which
the Congress ex}ﬂoits. I appeal
to all those who love our country
and wish it to be saved from
totalitarianism to set aside caution
and overvaluation of temporary
security and all things else that
make for fear and hesitation.

The Congress stands condemn-
ed and defeated already.

qmrrggfag, aar 2ae
g3HA ad fazan
fafrawia w7, gsaai=a’

Be no more than an instroment
and complete the  defeat, as

SWARAJYA

§ri Bhagwan said to Arjuna on the
battlefield.

Whether the ontcome is success
or failure. effort and resources
which are put into this battle to
save demoeracy will not be a loss.
Even a little effort in this direction
will protect the nation from the
areat fear of totalitarianism. No
harm can result from the battle
even should it not end in victory.

FefamaAEmsha
seraEl | f7Ea |
FEIHEE G
aad wEgal A7

ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS
By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

Smi Moranpi DEsat wrote to me
making a persmml appeal that 1
should revoke my previously inti-
mated decision declining to give
evidence before his Administra-
tive Reforms Commission. His dis-
tressingly generous letter moved
me (]ct;pﬁr but 1 had to stick te my
former decision,

He had no doubt a claim to ask
for my evidence, in view of my
“active public life extending for
more than half a century”. But
apart from my present relative
ignorance of the administrative
machine’s composition and work-
ing, 1 have fundamental difficul-
ties which I proceed here to set
out.

I believe that if the nation’s
economy is to be managed as the
present Government  is tr{iug to
do, that is, if not wholly, argely,
on a State-controlled and stiffly
regulated basis, the administrative
machine and its working should be
altered and shaped to bring about
the best possible results under
that policy. Even if I entirely
oppose this manner of l‘unnin;_',
onr people's affairs from the
government  secretariats, 1 can
see what that difficult if not
impossible policy requires in the
matter of administration. If, on
the other hand (as I ardently
desire and wish to work far with
all the power I can put forth)
this wrong policy should be
terminated, and  bur  npational

economy put on a free and com-
petitive basis with maximum indi-
vidual initiative and freedom,
restricting the function of the State
to its proper sphere, the adminis-
trative machine shquld be reform-
ed and geared to that policy. The
reforms to be introduced in the
latter case would be whally differ-
ent from the changes that would
have to be made if Statism
must be continued and made
as effective angd as beneficial as
ossible.

What I have said must be
sufficient to explain why I was
unable to comply with  Sri
Morarji Desai’s request. The two
cconomic worlds would be com-
pletely different from each other
—one revolving round controls
and regulations, the other round
individual activities centred on
free competition, wth no large or
small monopolies created by gov-
emment licences, The adminis-
trative arrangements to meet the
requirements of these two very
different conditions would be so
different from each other. that it
would be impossible to consider
the problem of reform in an alter-
native way and do justice to it.
The set-up, the size, the character,
the recruitment of officials, every-
thing would be so different in the
one case from the other, that it
would be a futile waste of energy
to discuss reform without knowing
whether we want it for the ane or
the ﬂtht"l' kind of governice,
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There is an enormous dlﬂf}’;:r(ﬁ
between government as i
o d it and

hilosophers understand .
Eoverm[;ent as the reglm.eﬁtahﬂll
school conceive it. The difference
is something like that between
iron and steel. The difference
makes the two government types
two different  species.  The
administrative set-up for the one
will not suit the other. My diffi-
culty is one which every witness
before the Commission should also
feel. But some of them may take
for granted that the present ruling
party’s economic policy must con-
tinue, and give evidence accord-
ingly, But I do not wish to do
this.

Others may mix the two things
up, the m:'ccr for freeing the eco-
nomy and the administrative
reforms the Commission is dealing
with, and give evidence in
what I would eall a confused
way., I am not sure if the
Commission assumes that a chanEe
of economic policies is within the
ambit of its enquiry. As far as [
understand proprieties, it should
not be the function of the Com-
mission to discuss that issue.

This Commission should not
have heen appointed now on the
eve of the general elections. It
would be a big fallacy to proceed
on the assumption that administra-
tive reforms can be usefully
thought out, isolated from the
question of national economic
policy. The total control which
the present Government seeks to
have over the economic activities
of all the individuals composin
the nation calls for a kind o
administrative machine entirely
different in size and composition,
as well as in methods of operation,
from what a free economy requires
by way of government adminis-
tration. f

We cannot discuss administrative
reforms in a concrete and useful
way unless we know how the eco-
nomy is to work—is it to continue
as it now works or in the Swa-
tantra way? This is the difficulty
which confronts me and makes me
abstain from  giving  evidence
before the Commission. It is not
4 case of non-co-operation.




