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My dear Chandubhai,

f 16th Hovenber

Thank you for sending me a copy of your letter o

addressed to H.M.Patel concerning what you regard =s the urgent need for g
the "seisure of power" at any cost in Gujarat., Viren Shah was kind enough .
to send me copiesc of your earlier correspondence on the subject.

2o It was, indeed, after a complete review of the results of the efforts
of the kind you suggest, attesmpted in participation with all and sundry, and
by all manner of means, in a scramble to seisze power in Rajasthan and Gujarat
that the Central Parliamentary Board, supported by the Wational Executive

of the Party, came to the conclusion it did., The Board felt convinced that
apart from being altogether futile, this sort of hankering after "power at i
any price" did our Party, and our publiec reputation and image, far more |
harm than any good we may have achieved, Moreover, subsequent but very

recent events in Bengal, RBihar, Haryana and Punjab have re-inforeced the

complete instability of such coalition povernments formed on the shifting

sands of opportunist defections.

e iy gl SR

Fe The worst example of what can only be deseribed as a "fish market™

in this respect vwas of course Haryana where, may heaven be praised, we were 3
not invelved, On the other hand, the best example of the sort of thing we :
should strive for is the sensible and dignified type of coalition government
now in office in Orissa, under our leadership becanse we are in a majority,
in alliance with dissident Congressmen who had the courage to leave the
Congress before the general election, For that, or something similar, I
would go a long way. But the Haryana and the Punjab models, =- which you ' <
would apparently copy "if necessary" without any reservation, -~ I feel »
sureg the Central Parliamentary Board and the National Exeecutive would 4
feel bound to rejeet without wmeh hesitation, b

&, I am sorry to have to disagree with you so emphatically. But perhaps e
you are not so acutely aware ac I am of the utter contempt and loathing with .
which even the not very highly educated or well informed pubtlic throughout
India have been following the anties of the legielators in Haryana and the

course of events in that State, Hardly, I suggest, an example for Gujarat
to emmlate.

Yours sincerely,
(¥, Dandeker)

GCOQB.m’ EBq.’ H.P..
6, Akbar Road,
N Ew DELHI""11¢

Copa g 4. Ady. MR . Masam'




