6th April. 1971

L

Dear Friend,

: Our Executive Sommittee at its meeting held on 2nd April 1971
reviewed our Party's position vis—a—is the recent Mid Term elections.
Certain decisions bave been tiken wiich I am giving here. In this connec-
+ion, I would request you to ennsidar and study D».R.C.Cooper's letter
dated 22-2-T1, & COPY whereof i: erclosed herewiths

1, Tt was felt that we must try, as far as possible, to render
assistence in ~oney aid material to the needy pecple of East
Pakisten and the uvnits should therefare get in touch with the

p office for further dotails.

2. To be preparcd well in aﬁuancc ¢or the General election to the
Maharashtra Legis:ative Assembly and also for the Bombay Muni-
cipal Corporation.

3. To soriously ¢ .nsider contesting once again to the Maharashtre
legislative Council from the Greater Bombay Graduates' Bonsti-

tuency.

Tt has also beon docided to go all out for an intensive campaign
to enrol new voters both General and Graguates' occetitmency #lectoral roll
for which doar—to-door cempaign is to bo launched. The electoral rolls
end enrolment forms will be available at cur Perty office at the above addrosse

It is therofore suggested that you convene a Goneralbedy mooting
of your womkers and draw up a programmsa of work. Also you may suggest names
of probeble candidates with their respoctive ereas both for State Legislatire
and the Municipal Carporation. It will be appreciated if you could intimate
to us the date, time and place of your mectings, to enable us to attend, if
possible. >

Thenking you,

Yours sincerely,

T cdder,
(?.g‘l{éﬁg

General Sceretarys
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e SASSOON BUILDING,
(Bombay Region) 2 143, MAITATMA GANDHI ROAD,

BOMBAY 1, Sk

PHONE: 253085 "

March 22, 1971

Dear Friend,

As Genersl Secretary of the Party, I share y:au.f difappomage?: .?t.m_
the extremely poor performance-of our candidates st the Lok 3abhe : E}:'Stb
tiye Elections. I am writing this to you, not as tha General Sacridary ; ?.ﬂ;
Party, but purely in my persongl capacity. I thought that._you wou perta?s m-t,a
to share your thoughts with me on the most important question of our Party's ures

initial reaction at the debacdd was that perhaps it would be bettor
to wind ul:):{the Perty in view of our oxtremely poor pcrfo:fmmco. On mu.turat:a;’lsé.garan
tion end discussions with same friends, I have now come to tha conclusion tha a
Party must not only continue, but must be rovitalised to i‘er.ce the challenge of time.
Tn fact I now focl that the Party will face its roal test in the r?m:lt.l?s ghoad. I am
surc, very soon we will be called upon to facc additional fcspcz_ls:.bllltios and tha
ople of India are bound to look to us for guidancc. I do admit that the clock
as bgen put back by soveral yeers. It is no use trydgg to apoortion the blemea

I have also come to tho conclusion that tbe defeat which we have suffcred
has nothing to do cither with (a) the Principles or (b) the Programme of our Party .
It is largely due to a wrong image of the Party in the minds of the publ_.ic. From
this print of view, it would be improper to seck any undcrst,and_ing, alliencag, or
morger cithor with-the Organisation Congress or with the Jan Sangh or any other
Party in Gpposition whose images are equally distorted. We will have to stand on
our own legs, revitalise the Party snd build up a strong arganisation once agaidn
a & gross rocts level.

: "Wr.».y\ill have to take certesin steps immediabtdly to improve the imags of
the Party, particularly to create a mass apgeal without necessarily giving up our
pranciplaes:

I w=uld venture to suggestfor your careful eonsideration the following steps:

1. The General Council, the National Exccutive and othcr Offices at State, District
end Unit levels must be filled by dedicated people selected from among small business-
mon, small shop keepurs, agriculturists, professionals, administrators, enlightened
Trade Unionists.

2 In the process of reorgan_sation a considerable among ot decentralisaticn
end eutoncmy at State, District and Unit level will be required to build up a
Grass-root organisstion. As long as the basic principles and programe of the
Party are adhered to, a considerable amouny 2f decentralisation and autonomy wauld
help groatly to revitalise the Party.

3. It will be equally nccessary to scc that, al every level, tho rarty's

warking is self sufficient. In the past, the process of mumping money fram-the

top has done scricus damage to the Party organisation. It has made the lower cadres
of the Party always 4ock up to the Centra for financial assistencoc. There ha been
very little offort to ho self sufficicnt and solf reliant. There has been a eonsi-
z?arnhlc amoung of waste of resources at verious levels and this has nrcvnnte-:d theo
indepondent growth of différent cadres of the Darty. The ban on contribution by
Companies to political parties is en additional factor which we hage to rockon with.

4: N !th‘.'.,mgh T h!%x?e stated earlior that thore is nothing fundamentally wrong

i]:t gr‘mth the princinles or the programme of the Party, to start with, it weuld

e n v:.s::blc Lo eoncentrate our attentinn only »n a fow items and focus thom before
tho publie. I would suggest the following: |

(1) We must eontinunusly emphasize the need for mass
creating job oppertun

be done without intrn
private Sector.

A . ive rise in employment by
:.tie_.s. particularly through higher productisn. This should
ducing any 'Isms' or the useless controversy of Public Vs.
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the necd for.s massive prograame of ,ublic.uor frt

{tj.'{h.xJ' Hﬁ;ﬁbgmﬁhﬁg& and breadth »f tho eountry which u?ulrl eroabu B va-t
amploq;-.:gwnt pot.ent.iafl: and at the same time strengthen tho infrastructurec. RIT ey s
the small farm and the

. : o re erts right o
(1ii) The nedd for protecting the farfer = personal property.

small house, and uqually the right of the small men to his
(iv) Tho nced to cnsurc stable prices for the agriculturists.

(v) Prevonting furthor rise in prices of ezsentiel comaoditios to provent
hardship tv the masses, oncc &;ain through increcased production.

!
(vi) Promotion of National Integration.
(vii) Restoration of Law and Ordere.

{viii) Protcction of Muslins aad othor Minorities. Schedules Castes and Sckeduled
Tribes.

(ix) Rocognition of Lahourer's right tc Collcetive Bargaining and the right ta
strike as a part of a fre. Society

Instead of embarking on a vory ambitious prograrme; wo should eontent comselves
with A realistic minimum programme on the lines indicated ahove which would

appeal to the masses.

5, - Lastly, it is ecssentinl that = at the Statc, Bdistrict and Unit levels,
attempt must be made to organise the 'Youth' throaugh cur ncwly created Youth
wing. This alone can help us to build up the neccssary link, between the leader-~
ship of the Party and the masscs, which we have sally lacked during the last 10
years of our existenco.

The General Couneil of the Party will meet very scun, sometimo in April, v
1971, thought that I should writc to y.u in advance putiing ny persanal views
bofore you. Thesc are in no way the official vicws of thc Natiunal Headquarters.
This Litter is only intended to stimuletu further thinking. I would very much
likc to share your thoughts in this mattcr and would request you to kindly write
to me about your roections.

1 would partifularly request the President and 3corctarics of the
State, and Distirict Commitious to discuss this matter with their rnenbers as o
carly as possible and let ng have your eomments.
With regards,

Ysurs sincerely,

S4.R.C -GO’UI) -r
( R. C. Cooper)



