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REPORT ON BENARES SEMINAR

"\i\FJ\ At the request of lr. Jayaprakash Nareyan and the All India Serve Seva
-*‘EEEEQJH participated in a Seminar at Benares on Jenuary 1, 2 & 3, at which
the subject of discussion was a paper entitled "A Plea for the Reconstruction
i 4 of Indian Polity" by Mr. Jayaprekash Nersyen, Several Gandhians like Shri
'- f Pyarelal, Shankar Rao Bedf:ﬁ;:madhikari,&Hme Patil participated in the seminar.
" The only spokesmen of political parties who were present were Mr. Shriman Narayan

' : /f Agarval of the Congress, lir. Ganga Saran Sinha of the PSP and myself,
/ While I have not yet received the minutes of the discussion, I think it
. would be worth while giving a brief report to the Central Organising Committee
o as a further meeting of the Seminar, in a somewhat enlarged manner, is being

_planned to teke place in Delhi some time in March.

In so far as anything concrete is concerned, the effort to establish an
area of agreement between political parties and Sarvodaya workers resulted in

the following recommendations:

. g

(1) While direct elections to Perliament and State assemblies should
continue, an attempt at non-party democracy should be made at the
primary levels. Thus, at the level of the village panchayat, there
should be no election at all, and the members of the panchayat should

. be selected by unanimity, or by nomination by a panel unanimously

;’;_ elected, or where these were not available, by lots.
g ; From this upwards to the district, there should be indirect elections

i by proportional representation. Thus, members of the village panchaysat
& _

£ would form an electoral college for selection of member& of the

‘ﬁ panchayat samiti, and members of the'panchayat samitis would form an
=y electoral college for sglechion of members for the District council.
. _ (2) At the level of Parliement and State assemblies, by-elections should

e normally not be contested, the party whose member has vacated the seat

being allowed to retain the seat.
In Parliament and assemblies, there should be a free vote on all issues
outside the fundamental principles of the Party. The Committee
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system should, as far as possible, be encouraged in order to decen-
tralise power. Elections to such committees should be by proportional

representation.

(3) There should mm be an agreement for further limiting election expenditure.
This could be secured by banning the hiring of transport altogether and
by arranging for distribution by the Election Commission of standard
gize manifestos of each of the candidates at official cost.

Such a minimum programme of limiting Party strife should be sought to be
implemented by agreement between leading parties who would accept such a self-
denying ordinance. The problem of the Communist Party and the difficulty of
accepting its assurances in the same way as those of democratic parties was dis-
cussed at length. While there was no answer forthcoming to this problem, the
Sarvodayo. workers' feeling was that the non-participation by the Communists in
such an arrangement or their violation of such agreement would put them in the
wrong with the people and deny them the gains that might otherwise be secured.

The position taken by me was that the Swatantra Party, by reason of
point 21 of its Statement of Principles, had already taken the initiative in this
direction and that,while I could not make any commitment on behalf of the Party,
it would certainly go as far as any other party in agreeing to a self-denying
ordinance of the nature outlined above, provided it was assured that other parties
could be depended on to do likewise.

I had promised to report about this to the Party. My feeling at the
end of the seminar was that an impression was left with the Sarvodaya wofkers
that the Swatentra Party was nearer to their philosophy than any other.
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40, Canning Lane,
Naw Delhi 1.

14th December 195%9.

Dear Mr. Dhadda,

Thank you for your letter Ho.10838 of the
9th instant.

This is to confirm my arrival by IAC plane
at 10.40 a.n. on the morning of Friday, 1st January.

Before your letter came,l had sdso asked
Trade Wings to write to Clerk's Hotel and ask for
accommodation for me which they have done, as I do
not think it is fair that the Sarva Seva Sangh should
be burdened with our accommodation problems. If
there is any difficulty, however, in my getting accom—
modation at Clark's, I shall write and ask for your

assistance.
Tours sincerely,
(/ ]
2
Mr.S5iddharaj Dhadda, i s
Akhil Bharat Sarva Seva Sangh, ( n/ Re MASANI )

Sadhana Kendra,
Re jghat,
Kashi,
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"7 U AKHTIL BHARAT SARVA SEVA SANGH

Sadhana Kendra. :
7 Rajghat,
“

o, 0E3% 2yl D/-9/12/59.

Dear Mr. Masani,

I am obliged to you for your letter

of the 30th from Bombay. I am glad to note
that you will be arriving here, on January 1,
by Plane fﬁpmuDelhi. We are-making arrangements
for' your stay here either in the Circuit House

the Clark Hotel. The meeting will take
place at the new premises of tﬁé Sarva Seva
Sangh which is situated on the Grand Trunk Rd.

 just near the Kashi Railway Station. The
méeting will begin on 1s%t. most probably in

e ——

tha afternoon. Some one of us will meet

Tnu at the Alr—port and conduct you to the
nlace nffwuur stay.-

= L
s .

Yours gincerely,
(Siddharaj Dhadda)

Shri M.R. Masani,

"WeP.,

New Delhi.
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148 Mahatua Gandhi Roed,
m'f

36™ November, 1959.

Dear Mr. Dhadda,

Thark you for your letter No. 10121 of 23rd
instant and the kind invitation to participats in a group
diecussion at Yeranasi from January 1 to 7. A4as I mentioncd
to Jayaprskashji, 1 shall be very happy to join the dip-
cussion from Jeouary 1 to 3 but will have to leave then in
order to keep certain commiteonts I have elready made c¢lse—
where from Januery 4.

I propose to arrive by plane from e hi at 11 a.m.
on Friday, January 1, and will be leaving for Delhi by plane
on Sundgy, January 3, at 2.40 p.m. 1 shall be obliged if
you will kindly arrange for my accommodation during that
time.

Will ycu please¢ let me have a line mentioning
where I shall be ataying end the time and place of the
meeting so that 1 may know where to proceed on arrival at
the airport?

YTours sincerely,

Hr. Siddharaj Dhadda, ( M. R, MASANI )
Akhil Bharat Sarva Seva Sangh,
(Sadhana Kendra),
Rajghat,
- .P'

MRM:RKA,
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Gram : *SARVASEVA' VARANASI
Phone gevRRmx 1205 Bxt.

No 12/2/ Akhil Bharat Sarva Seva Sangh.-

A jehat,Kashi,

KENDRA
. S ) Date=23/11/594

W own L. Lncsit

I am neﬁhing by separate post = paper by Shri Jayaprakash
b Harayen on the ®Reconstructten of Indian Polity",

Considering the importance of the subject, it is
proposed to hold a small group discussion so that the
various guestions raised by Shri Jasnpraknahji'a proposals
could be thrashed out. I am enclosing herewith a list of
the invitees to the group discussion which will be held here,
at Veranssi, from the 1st to the 7th January, 1960,

I raquaaf you, on behalf of the Sarve Seva Sangh, to
kindly make it convenient to attend the discussion. I trust,
it will be possible for you to stay here for the full t*ma
during which the discussion on various aspeects of the subject
will go on. Arrsngewents for your stay will be mad e here,
It woul be convenient to get down at Kashi Railway Station,
which is eit .ated between Mughalsarail and Varanassi Jn. All
trains stop at this station.

I shall be grateful if you will kindly intimate to
me the date, train and time of your arrival. I shall be
awailting an early reply from youe |

Shier M. K HNocrae Yours jsincerely,
A ; _»’J’A?\J" :
-{"(’ (\muw&/} L -2 ‘81M ﬂhﬂla)
A Lt Eﬁi?f..c

Enecl, 1.
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18.

19.
20.
21.
22,
23.
24,
25.
26,
27.
28,
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31.
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: "
" GROUP DISCUSSION ON “EEGOHS?BUCTION QF ;NDIAN POLIFY

( VARANAST - 18T 10 7TH JANUARY,1960. )
FEEE

LIST OF_ INVITEES

Acharya J.B.Kripalanl

Sri Pyarela} ' ,

Prof. Gopinath Dhawan (ILucknow University) ,
‘Sri U.N.Dhebar .
:Sri Ashok Mehta « iy

Sri Ganeashéran Sinha

Sri Sriman'NarQYan : 3
Prof, H.L.Dantﬁala.(Bombay} ’
Lala Ferozechand (Punjab)

Dada Dharmadhikari

Sri K.Xelapnan

Sri M.R.Masanl

Srl Balwantral Mehta | o

Sri S.K.Dey (Union Minister, Community Development)
Srl Dhirendra Mazumdar 3

Srl Anna Sahasrabuddhe

,Sr1 Shankarrac Deo

Sri Biddharaj Dhadda

Sri Navakrishna Chaudhyry
5ri Vallabhaswamy

Sri Vaikunthlal Mehta

Srl Narayan Desal

Smt. Vimala Thakar

Smt. Nirmala Deshpande
Srl S.Jaganhnathan

Srl E.W. Aryanayakam

Sri Poorna Chandra Jain
Sri Achyutrao Patawardhan
8ri Ramachandra Gora

Sri Radhakrishnan

Srl Jayaprakash Narayan,

: Trere
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