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'ﬁdrliamentary System fﬁ
Govt. Unsuited To India

«].p’s” CALL FOR RECREATING|
SELF-GOVERNING VILLAGES

By A Stafi Reporter
FTER experimenting with the parliamentary system of gov-
A ernmcmpf::r 12 years, “we are still sgrmusly thinking Tlh;tl::;
i ing our TM The time has now come when
Should a6 o at it is not suited to the country and “we
should re-create the institution of self-governing villages to make
the base of democracy stronger’ 5

should face the fact

This was the theme of Mr

|Jaya Prakash Narayan's speech

on “Democracy in Asia”, at
the Indian Council of World
Affairs. New Delhi, on Monday.

He thought that the lime was now
fo bulld on u stable, eéndunng f[oun-
dation while the country shill had ihe

! benefit of Mr, Nehru's presence and
|| peisonialiny,

He made it clear &t the oulsey that
democracy, in the sense ol the rule
af law and democralic and [ree liv-
mng. was the only way of life for

the people though there might be
different forms of it. Butl the gues
tioh was whether the Western  type

al democracy was suited 10 India.

It had [failed in the rest Ol Asia,
he said, 1t was a mater of regret
o him thai the guestion. so vita] for
the country’s [uture, had not
given any  serious thought m  the
country,  Nobody thought it peces.
sary 16 go 10 the root of the marter.
He had prepartd a draft on  ne
luture pattern of democracy in India
for private circulation 1o invilté gen-
ous  discussion,

AN OLIGARCHY

M Mr. Narayan“ssid the present Gove
grunent in the country was ap oli
archy spd i would be wiong 1o gl

democrucy,  The common people

dpveie not al all invelved in if and

they would be fooling themselyes of
they thought it was & suciess merely
because people went W0 the polling
| booths every five yean,

i “It should be the conecern ofl us
all o make democracy meanngful
to every people at all levels ol (heir

+|life and make (hem participate \p 1™

Else. MIr. MNarayan was afraid, Wlter
the rule of the “[ounding fathers”,
the fale ol democracy in India would
be dillerent,

He did nol know what the COT e
quences would be. Even now, while
those leaders were alive, democmcy
wat not working very well, *“Anpd
when they are removed from  1he
fiocne what will chappen?, ‘he pcked.

People were being forced to (hink

ewhat on Ihese lines: We have

o be governed by an oligarchy, so

hy not have an cfficient oligarchy,

at s dt:l-\!ntﬂ\i}ﬂ
POOR QUALITY
k He was @d 10 sy that mast of
Fthose who entered ihe politica) el

{after freedom were of poor qualin
and Wlandarde.  They were mere!
concermed with pawer and  positio

rather than the intereats of the coun.
try. There was a gencral deteriom-
tion in the moral sandards of  (he
reople and it was moa marked m
the ‘paliical fiekd, Its effect had heen
felt in all fields of national activiry

& was ceriiin thai thev could nat
hulkl the nation by means of Caoy.

been |

(hrnmental agenciek.  And, as for the
'poﬂinl parties, they were only con-
rmed with power,
The, solution,  Accordin
1 l?huild. on the basis ol the lakhy
of villeges in the country. *'We
should build a political sysiem which

1o m,

is based upon communites, ; 4
They should make the village
communities sell-governing, Mr. Na-

rayan suggesied. Political leaders all
i:‘i! Asia weie thinking along simi-
Jar lines but it was a matter ol
ulmast regret that India was not taks
ing the Iniliative in that direcuon,

India, he said, could have given &
lead and solved the problem of des
mocracy in a manner which would
be & model for othérs.

DECENTRALISATION

Mr. Narayan was glad about the

experiment n  democmtic decentrali-
Sahon recently lmunched i Andhra
jand  Ragasthan,  “Bul,”  he warned,

"we will be faced with a disaster it
democracy» [rom  below  alsa  [ails.”
He had said democracy [rom aboswe
had already [ailed in India, Io that
event, Mr. Naravan fel, the result
would be chaos, communism or dic-
tatorship,

If the experiment in Andhra and
Rajasthan was lo succeed, too much
power and initintive should not re-
miun jn New Delkl.

He was not happy cither about the

the whole country shorlly. They
would again have to [ace elections as
taday which disrupted the lile ol the
community, brought caste considera-
hions to the fore and created much
violence, He wanied to do away
with the sveten of clections altoge-
ther,

How ithen were they (o change the
face of the counitry? The initiative
could not come from the villagers as
they had none left. He relerred here
te  Gandhiji's suggestion that the
Congress should disband itsell and

gram panchayals which would cover ||

CONVENTION ON
© TIBET

* 7 "———"‘r 11-.
“J.P) Outlines
Objectives
By A Siafl Reporter
An Alio-Asian  convention  on
Tibet, under the chairmanship of Mi.
Jaya Prakash Narayan, will be held
in New Delhi (rom l‘almury 18 1o
21 next to mobilise world suppart
for Tibet. The convention will dis-
cuss the possibility of collaboration
among Lhese countries "to  protect
their freedom from  encroachmént
from any quarter.'

This was stated by Mr. Narayan
at a press conference in New Delln
on Monday.

He said 200 invitations had been
sent to 3 nations and already [our
of them had accepled. The icsponse |
from most of them, as indicated by |

Mr. H. R. Pardiwala and Mr. Samar *

Guha, member of the preparatory
bureau of the convention whé had &
returned from a tour of
Asian-Alncan countries,
able

« Mr, Pardiwala said t(hat they had
not yet decided whether to invite the
Dalai Lama to altend the convennon
or mol. It 18 proposed to invite the
Prime ‘Minisier,
Cabinet and other promunent persans
to the wnsugurl stesion which will
be open to the public.

PURELY NON{OFFICIAL
Mr. Naravan msaid the conferente
would be purely non-oflical, In
some  countries, hke Japan, Burma
and Indonesia, commuttees® on Tibot
bad already been formed.

wis favour-

He =aid the convention would alse

consider the colonial proplem as a
whole, The scope of the conven-
tion, he added, had been widened an
the suggestion of some West Asian
countries, But lts main ohjective
would be to hiehlight the problem
of Tibet, Mr. Narayan siated. “*Wa
waat that Tibee shoald  fuce o
right of sell-determination,” he said,

= =

become a volunlary “sevak™ organi-
sation. And, then. with leaders like
Mr. Nehru, the counlry would he able
lo geh somewhere.

CASTE DECIDES THE
CHOICE OF VOTERS

‘1.P.s' Remark

By A Stufl Reporter

“The most ellective party “in aur
fountry ix caste,” according ta Mr,
Java Prakash Narayan,

Every party.s. without exception,
tried to explogl the casle system and
the vaters were mosl  anxious o
find out the caste of the candidates,
rather ‘han their programme, he lold
a meeting organised hy the Indan
Council of World Afaie at Sapryp
Houe ~n Monday.
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various |

members of  Lhe |,




