. and. of course, the State's resp-n-
[ gﬂtr for maintaining o

1968,

and
legrams between Chief Minisiars

ng lll-treatment of linguistie
minorities do not help much in the
long run, however undersiandabie
they may be as Immediate reac-

It 1s perhaps

too late In the dav
to contend that reorganisation of

Practice seems to sanclion such
concern even If the Constitution
does not. Any Impresslon of discrl-
mination against a Iinguistic mino-
rity has its repercusslons the
other State and sets off & chain
teaction, In such a situation it 8¢
pointless to cite the Cons'itntional
safegunrds such as the fundamen-
fal richts, fhe Special Offirer for
Lingnistlr Minoritles apoainted by
the t under Article

T,

Buf, If excessive legalism {5 un-
heloful. so is the present nrantice)
whirh is unrestrained by anv horma,
Public statrments are followed by
Minis of other States romina
over fo “Mtudy the situation” and
reporting back, It is not difficu’t to
appreciate that in certaln  situa-
tions thew mlg)f do more harm
than good. k|

If we are not to reduce the Unlon
to a league of lnguilstic States we/|
must eonsider earnestly whether, it/
1z not possible to have a forum In
which much grievances can be pired
in a manner whith renssures feel-
In= In the ~oncerned State without
rdverssly affecting the situation in
the affected aread In a tecent Iet-
ter to Mr Veerendra Patll, M.P., the
Prime Minister 18 renorted to have
expressed the view that it might be
useful to call & mestine nf the Na-
tional Intepration Council after eli-
citing the views of the States and

political parties.

But this frucm which began on
August 24 last &t a meeling of the
Steering Committes for the revival

of the Council has taken uncong-

clonably long. It is not easy to re-
vive mn Institutlon which has died
twice over mfter a year's unevent-
ful existence each time that It was

set up. in 1961 and In 1968.

dly enough. littls thought is
given to the possibllity of setiing up
an institutlon which 1s eénvisaged
by the Constitution itsslf precisely

Iar such m situstion, The one pro-

vision which has remained unused,

nearly a quarter centurvy alier the
i Constitution came into force, is Ar-

President h&@ﬁ. ne n the

tirle 263.
by

harg-
with the duty of “"ia) r.cnqurzg.
inio: mn a u dis

which may 1..":2'*‘“".,&““ h“putu
Biates; m mwﬁmﬂn

the  President

::ld" to establish a Council
ing

:
ggﬁgéggﬁﬁs :

i
:
EB
i

capable
solving djawﬁl‘{nd of co-ordin:
B e i 2
in e In o
whole and the sub-committee consi-
der that the constitutfon should re-
cognise this authority as vesting In
the Government  and
proviston for,
its exercise.” |

This 15 exactly the situation to-
day, Matters which are admitiedly
a State’s responsibility have come
to affact other States. It {s far bet- |
ter that they be discussed In an

*

Institution devised by the Constitu-
tion for the purpose, than form éha
()

subject of acrimonius public
bate,




