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BHUB g
PRABATI Parly chief Biju Pal-
naik today reiterated his de-
mand for more economic powers to
the Siates within the “national
limitations and national discipline”
to enable them to shape their des-

Accusing the Prime Minlster of
“twisting” his demand to sult her
political ends, Mr. Painaik told
newsmen that his demand was nei-
ther & soparatist move mor it
would lead to the disintegration of
the country, ;

Mrs. Gandhi'’s “twist” to his de-
mand that he was advocaling lal-
son by the States directly with
forelgn powers was “‘merely an elec-
tion stunt to confuse the issue”

since she could not offer any “posli-
tive alternative which ecould un-
ihe present staté of national

freeve
Inertia” Mr, Patnalk said.

To say that his demand for de-

tralisation of economic autho-

v would disrupt the unity and

tegrity of the country, smacked
f the “naked disire to cling to

er by B few in Delhl at great

to natlonal growth and re-
mbval of regional {mbalances*™

r., Palnalk convened the Press

ference after he received a tele-

m from Sarvodaya leader Jayn-

aknsh Narayan from Mylapare in

mil Nadu requesting him to

blicly clarify™ if he had advo-

ted autonomy for the States to
with
powers “as alleged by the Prime
Minister-"

There was no  question of the
States having separate political re-
Iations with any forelgn country as
“mischievously nalleged” by Mrs,
Gandhl, Such relationships must
necessarily be within the orbit of
the natlonal Government.

*“What T want is deceniralisation
of economic power within national
limitations and mnational discipline
as such a step Is more than lkely
to infuse new energy and vitality
in the States in o splrit of compe-
titlon which would result in total
national gain as azainst total
national apsthy as s visible to-
dav. ™ Mr. Patpaik sald.

Mr, Patnalk =aid he was mere!
psking for decentralisation of the
economle uathority of the Centre
and nadded- “If I come to power,
I am confident that T would be
able to create & national consensus
in favour of deceniralisation of
economiz authority for better eco-
nomle growth ol the natlon™

Referring to Mrs. Gandhi's re-
marks that the demand for greatsr
aulrnomy o neaotiste directly with
forelgn tbunfcies"  for collnboration
was - “unpetelotla” and “antl-pa-
tlonal” MEUPatnalk safd: ““While
1 am not 'prepaced to take lessons
! fram Mrs. Gandhl on patrintism,

PM ‘twisting’ issues,
says Patnaik

forelgn | ed B

1¥ | the

implement her pledge
hal bekart hatao

nationalism and democracy, I ¢ 1
lenge her to point out which A
of my thinking comes ‘the |
definitions of unpstiriotic, anti-na-
tional l&dmu.ndemncnﬂci" S
Despl stability of her Gov-
t, Mrs. Gmm:f had falled to
of garibl
. and stabilise
prices, “Obviously, mere repetition
of the need for a strong and sta-
ble Government is not the answer)
to Indip‘'s problems of today or to-|
morrow, New dimensional thinking |
1s urgently needed.“It iz sald thacl
a Prime Minister of India is un-
able to receive’ mnew i{deas,” Mr,
Patnalk'sald. ©
The people of India lived In the
Slates and pol in the archives of
New Delhl ag perhaps was presum-
ed by the power-conscious Central
leaders. The Central Economilc
Authority must be decentralised by
making the States more responslve
and responsible to meet the prob-
lems of thelr own areps.

More autonomy
defended

CHANDIGARH. Dec. 75. |
Twe Punjab Akall leaders today
defended their parly's demand for
mare autonomy of the States, say-
Ing that 1t was essentially motivat-
y a desire to strengthen the
Siates and copsequently the Indian

Union.
Singh Sandhu, Deputy

1;;:{' M?thh u

er o e Akall Party in the
Punipb Assembly, and Mr. Gurbis
Singh, son of the late Chief Min-
ister, Mr, Gufpam Singh, & mem-
ber of the Akall Working Commit-
tee, malntained that the Centre
nverwhel.meu by problema crented
by its “false promises and sdmin-
istrative mismanagement has no
time or will-power to salve the
States problems while the Congress
Chie! Minsters Inck courage to re-
Er'e:unz the States cases effactive-

Therefore  vital economie prc;-

Jects such ng the Theln dam and
Narmada project were lan-

gulshing through
slon, thus ecausing
of rupees annually,

—

Centre’s indeci-}
& loss of gro

-
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States can’t ask

or joint foreign
ventures: PM

SUNABEDA (Koraput), Dec. 22 (PTI)—Prime Minister Indir
. out the question of allowing States to d

horation in setting up

Mrs Gandhi, who was inaugurating the 6th annua
Tribal and Rural Welfare Teachers' Association at a
here, described such demands as “unpatriotic.”

Apparently referring to
Biju Patnaik,

1 giving more “auto
nomy” to the States and said if
the States were allowed to g0
thelr own way, the advanced
States would progress faster while
the backward ones like Orissa
would slide back further, She ap=
fruued to the working clasa to re-

ain from strikes when the coun-
try was faced with a difficult eco-
nomic situation

“l am nol agalnst sirikes.
the workers should realise
their mam Llolhltrikea at t.h.]j.l
moment t the people
hard. The rich g are least

But
that

a Gandhi today ruled

irectly negotiate with foreign countries for co
development projects in their respective areas.

1 conference of the . :
largely-attended public meefing

All Orissa

-

the Pragati Party leader, Mr |
Mrs Gandhi said some people in Orissa said
that this State should be allowed to negotiate with foreign
countries directly for collaboration in setting up certain

make similar demands, what

_projects. “If all other States
will happen to our independence and national integrity?”
she asked. =
'ImPers Minister ﬁlltlél Ihe ’mu:ubvo‘! poverty had to be real-
people should understand the im= Y eV .
plications of such demands and| Earlier, wei Mra Gandhi
that those who were rai such | Governor B. D. Jatti requested
slogans were not scting in the pa- | the Prime Minister to theti-
tional interest. cally consider a large programme
Mrs Gan also denounced the

of irlbal development agencies in
the fifth Plan Orissa, he sald,
had been pressing for 15 sucn
agencies to cover backward tribal
areas as this was the best method
to deal with the tribal problema.
Mrs Gandhi handed over a
“patta” (title deed) of reclaimed
land to an Adivasi a postal saving
e A, ApSaiite aud Mgeing
0y jculture an
wells to other Adivasis as a token
of the Tribal Development Agency
programme.,
Under the programme 360 hec-
tares of land had so far been re-
claimed and 125 hectares distribypd

affected by their sirlkes, The
workers should refrain from all
activities which affect produc-
tion,” she added,

Addressing another pulfiic meet-
ing at Parlakimedi she promised
greater silention of the Centre for
cﬂ):e_ economic derelnpir_;ent: 1.0:

rissa, especially the uplift of its®
tribal population,

The meeting was organised by
the Tribal Development _
She said though the cound had
progressell in different 1 its
impact had not been felt by the
Adivasis, That was why the Goy-
ernment had taken up some long-
term programme for the economic
development of the tribal people,
she added.

A large number of people, most-
ly Adivasis from the surrounding|
areas on the Andhra Pradesh-
?nma- border atiended the meet-

R

Mrs Gandhl, who earller arrived
from® Charbatia alrfisld by hell-
copter, was garlanded by an Adi-
vasi girl with the traditional
“mali” at the mesting und.

Referring to the national probh-
lem of poverty, Mry Gandhl called
upon workers, agriculturists and|
intellectuals to make united efe
foris to remove If. |

Mrs Gandhl sald the removal of
distress and poverty was the alm
of the Government, but this eould
not be done overnight. First, the

ed o 147 Adivasi families. 7’
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