The Editor,
"Commerce” .

Sir,
1 have yesd with interept and approciztion the astinulating front page :
article in your issue of Februsry 8 entitled nowatantra Party's bconcuic Policy.

‘heve ia one point in your article on which 1 would iike to take you up.
You sllege thet all along cur FParty "has gnly been talking in bread, genersl terms"
and urge tiat "it must come down to brass tecks.” You then zo on to ssy that
nit will have to draw up a counter plan on tbe assuzptlon that it will be in power
one of these duya.”

There mre two difficulties in the way of what you suggest. 7he firet is that
no upposition in any perlismentary democracy 1ls expected to plzce bufore the country
an alteraetive budget or an alternative plan to that of the governuent of the day
but only en slternetive policy or sprroach. Secondly, the Swatantra Varty does
not believe in "a plan” in the sense of having one comprehensive Five Year Plan of |
the nature that is current in the Loviet Uniom, and our own country but in the ﬁm
methods of democradic plemning such as those mdopted by ike fommet planning/and
the NLDC in England, where there ie nc one plan for the country's rconomy as a whole.

The Uwatentra Farty has certainly suggested a concrete alternstive approach
in tie resclution entitled "The Swatantra Alternative" adopted at the Rational
Conventiocn in Bangalore, the proceedings of which you have reviewed, stating clearly
that our pattern of plenning would provide for the following:

"(a) =2 pruper order of priorities starting with the increase in production

and the vrovision of elementary necessities such as rare drinking water,
food, clothing and shelter and employment;

(b) @& reallocation of the rcle of State and Free enterprise so that the
State may perform ite proper function of providing the infra-structure
through the provision of roads and railwsys, efficient couminications
facilities for the peesant such as irrigotion and eagy credit, cheap f
electric power and education, both technicel and goneral; uhi;.e all othe
economic ectivity should normelly be left to conpiti‘ive enterprises %
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(d) the elimination of monopoly in both State

and Free
provide maxiamum efficiency and service s Sy

at minimam cost to the consumer;

(e) reducing to a minimum governmental controls and regulation to foster

0ol o



" lew Uelhi,

econcmic expansion and minimising corruption;

(£) the mainteuance of stable prices through the observance by government
of measures of monetary disciplines

(g) the revisicn of policies relating to taxation including land revenue s0
as to foster saving, investment and employment opportunities; and

{h) reaunerstive prices for ag:'icuitural produers.”

Iu ny own specch in Parlisment during the debate on the “ld~lerm Appraisal
of the Thiri Plen on Leceuber 5, 1963, [ had gone even furtisr and hed anticipated
your suggestion in regard to slowing 'how much steel, fue., power, =tc. will be
required tu provide the Lssic smenities needed by the eople.” 1 hed pointed out
that our oroducticn of foodgrains would have to be dcudbled from 50 million tons
in 1960/61 to 160 million tens in 1975/76 if the elementsry n eds of nutrition
were to be met and that simltanecsucly the cloth proauetion h=ve to be doubled
from 2 million to 18 million yards in 1975/76. I hed gono on to —oint cut that even
providing a winisum of 5,30 per month for the satisfaction of the basic needs of
food, clotbing, shelter and other bacic needs of living would entall a per capita
income of P.540 a year in 1975, in place of tue present per capits/ of m.330. 1
had then gopne on o srgue that, in order tu achicve this objective, our rate of
growth would have to go up from the present miserable 2 per cent to 7 or 8 per cent
a year. Ffinally, L hsd sho n how such a rate of growth hed been schieved in countries
like west Germany, Japan and toe hepublic of China by the avplication of the Au:_
Swatan ra Perty's policies of family farming in sgriculture anl/fres enterpr
with essentisl minimum controls in the field of industry and trede.

Yours, etec.,

(.!. Roﬂasanj.)
General ecreiary,

February 18, 1964. “watanira Party.



