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Swatantra Party parliamentary Office

53 North avenue
New Delhl. S

April 11, 1969.

A

For zavonr of Euhlicntion

nanga, M.P
The following is the letter written by Prof. N.G. nga,
Leader of Swatam ra “arty in oarliament to the 7rime Einistar,
Mrs. Indira Gandhi, regarding recent develonnents in est

Bengal.

"Ever since the United Frort Govertment domipated by the Marxist
Communists took office about a month ago in est Bengal, thkey have
been doing everything pos>ible to take the law into their own
hands, to disrespect and aefy the Constitution of India, to
obstruct protection to Central property and Central Lovernnent
employees and to force a confrontatior with the Certre so as to
endanger the unity ard irtegrity of India.

2. First of all I refer to the report which has apoeared in

the papers today that the West Bengal Miristers "would lead a
Bandh" or strike in West Berg 1. I attach a cutting fron the
Times of India relating to this news. It is said that the United
Front Lovernment advised thte Railways, Ipcian Airlines anc Posts
& lelegraohs Departrmetut on April 9 not to rup their nornal
services in Jest Bengal during to-day's twenty-four hour Bengal
Bandh as a result of which Indiarn Airlines cancelled all fl ights
to and fron Calcutta and [ailways emanating from Calcutta have
also been susovended. 'his news item goes on to say that the
United Front !inisters are givipg lead in the Bacdh and that none
of the thirty ministers will atter@ the Secretariat on the 10th.
This is the first time in the history of this @ untry and
nerhans in the history of any country in the world that a total
strike is organisec anC prooagated by the Governrment itself.
Strikes and bandhs are generally organised by dissatisfied ard
discontented anti-government elements in the community against
the inactio: , harasgment or wrong nolicies of the Government,
But to the best of my knowledge, I have never come across a case
in which Government itself is organising and oromoting a strilke
or a Bandh. Defiance of the Constitutior could go no further.
It is the primary duty and function of a Governrent to maintain
and orotect nornmal services against irterference by rowdy or
l!mruly elements, DBut when a Governrent itself formally apneals
ol';lihe observance of a strike, where is the ircentive to the
'ng. c to continue to be law-abiding citizens of the country ?

8 16 a highly exnolosive s ituation of which serious notice

must be taken by the Cen i u i
Lovernnment . 4 R R

3. This is not an isolated incident

2 : i . From the very first day o
g:e;:czﬁg:v_.itg o0ffice, the United Front leaders arg indulging ‘
e e t;utional and unlawful acts. First of all, they tried
TR tt:'tlweéuor Lo read a sneech imolicatirg koth the
i Iir::-ne e Centre. But this attemnt did not succeed because
e e da. 8s of the then Gowernor, Shri Dharrma Vira, During
Al o vs that Shri Dharma Vira stayed on as Governor of the
Iarly’b otgo-faeration was shown by the Gowerprment and narticie
Ea Y b l:inigtera. They did everything possible to humiliate
s make his life uncomfortable. Forgetting that he is

eoreser.tative of the President,they did not have the ele-

mentary courte
left the Stat,e?y of sceing him off at the station when he finally
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s of the Governmeot of West Bengal taking the
would give ohly two instances -
another senior officer of

4. As exanmple
law into their own hands, I

the arrest of Gencral Vedera and
Durgapur Steel after labour trouble at the Lurgapur Steel

Works, which is a central governmert nublic enterprise. The
recent arrest of three senior officers of the Cossipore
Ordnarce Factory after hacdcuff ing then, as a car8equence ot
certain iccidents into the merits of wbich I do not propose

to go as they should be subject matter of a certral, fulle
fledged, indedendent, judicial investigatior is arother
incident. You are afready aware of the fact that in the early
days of the assumption of office of the Test Bengal Lovern-
ment, they tbrew out feelers for sending a "fraterual”
delegation to East Pakistan, sresumably with a view to joining
u» hands ir the interest of China with which country our rela-
tions are rost strained ever since its tnorovoked and brutal
egeression on our borders in 1962. in between, there was &
question of the posting of Central Reserve olice at Durgabur
end other nlaces for the protection of ipnstallatiors and
factories belonging to the Government of India and the disnute
has not yet been settled in soite of the right oi.the Centre
to take whatever steps may be necessary for the
protection- 0of ‘ts pronerty located and its personnel working
in ary State.

. 5. It seems to us that the United Front has over-stepped all
reagonsble limits and the time has come for the Ceptral Govern-
ment to govera or to get out., If the present Goverrment is
unatle to enforce respect for the Constitutior iu any part of
the country or on the sart ofaany narty, it has no business to
continue in office. Our Party stands for enfarcing law amd
order, ensurirg resject for the Constitution and the safeguarde
irng of the Certral Gowverzment nroverty, emnloyees and

lrterests arywhere in the country and narticularly iv Yest
Bergal vwhere they are seriously threatened by lawless and perw
verse acts on the Jart of .the present goverament of West Bengal,
It 18 not for us to suggest what should be done, though we have
8 clear idea as to what should be cone to meet the Situation
and we would sgell them out at the right time and at the right
opportunity. All that we want to say at tiiis stage is that a
desperate situation has arisen in the country requiring
courageous actior and Goverement at the Centre must give the
highest nriority to tackling this situeation and take all

stens for the maintenance of the Constitution and for the
preservation o7.law and order in the country. //

For f
Not for nublication:

P. Jain)

Execuﬁi%e Secretary
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