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Time for a Change

O~ rising to speak in this House after an interval
of a year and a half, I think it is appropriate that
I should commence by trying to share with this
House, in the first two or three minutes, the feeling
that prevails in my constituency in regard to the issue
we are now discussing. I shall try to do so as objectively
as possible, and in doing that, I cannot help saying that,
taking the constituency by and large, among all classes of
people, peasants, workers, Government employees, shop-
keepers, middle class people, the feeling is one of exasper-
ation, of having reached the limit of endurance, My Gujarati
friends will follow me when I say that the words that met
me in the villages and in the bazaars were: “Hame thaki
gaya chhaiye. Have nahin khammatu. Yaha tak aiyu chhe.”
That is, “‘We are tired, we cannot stand it any more, our
cup is filled to the brim.” This is the feeling of nine out of
ten people, however they may ultimately have voted. Party
loyalties undoubtedly are very strong, but inside there is
this feeling of exasperation and exhaustion, of a loss of
patience, of the limit of patience having been reached, and
this impatience is about the maladministration and the cor-
ruption in public life and in Government. It is not that the
basic policies are always understood, but the lack of
honesty of purpose in carrying out these basic policies is
very strongly felt—the gulf between profession and
practice, talking of one thing and doing another. If I may
summarise the verdict of the constituency, it is not that
the Congress should go—let me be honest about it — it is,
“change your policies and mend your ways or go.” There is
a locus penitentiae in the mind of the electorate — it is not
in my mind because 1 do not see any chance of improve-
ment and that is why I am supporting this motion of no
confidence. But the electorate still has an open mind. It
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dence, and that the position has changed further in the last
twelve months. The Chinese attack and our disastrous
defeat, the Gold Control Order, the last Budget and rising
prices have further shifted public opinion as recent by-
elections have shown.

All Round Failure

Now the Government’s policy, broadly, is one of socialism
at home and non-alignment abroad. Let us examine dis-
passionately to what extent these objectives have succeeded
during the last fifteen years. Socialism, I take it and the
House will agree with me, means moving towards a more
prosperous, a more free and a more equal society, an
objective with which I am hundred per cent in agreement.
But to what extent has this objective been furthered during
the last fifteen years? Is there more prosperity in this
country today? (An Hon. Member: of course) It is a
.matter of opinion.

Let us consider different classes of society. Let us con-
sider the landless labourer. Has anyone got the courage to
say that the lot of the landless labourer, in terms of real
income, has improved? The reports of Government com-
mittees do not show anything of the kind. I think it would
be right to say that even the small peasant with a small
holding has not materially improved his lot. The industrial
workers have certainly been compensated by dearness
allowance and you may say, therefore, that their real wages
today are what they were when Independence was
achieved. The Labour Minister, Shri Nanda, has conceded
that there has been no real rise in the standard of living
of the Indian working class.

Then we come to the backbone of the nation, the middle
class. Is it not patent to all of us — because we all belong
to that class — that that class today finds itself ground bet-
ween the two millstones of constantly rising prices on the
one side and of rising taxes on the other? This middle class.
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Why has the socialist pattern failed to create more pros-
perity, equality or freedom? I venture to say that, while
the objective was noble, while the objective is acceptable
to all of us, the method was hopelessly wrong — the method
of Statism, of State Capitalism, of believing that the people
could do nothing, that Government must do everything
for them, the carrying on of that ma-baap-sarcar mentality
of the British raj which has been the bane of this country
during the past fifteen years. We never gave the people
the feeling of freedom, of saying ‘do it for yourself, the
feeling of faith that made West Germany great when,
under Erhard, they said: ‘Let the men and the money loose
and they will make the country strong’” We trust neither
men nor money. We only trust Government.

Agriculture

With what result? Take agriculture. Our productivity is
among the lowest in the world. Official figures show that
we raise it by 1.5 per cent every year, a very miserable
ratio, because the Food Minister has admitted that we can
triple our productivity, given the resources. Then why is
it not done? Not because of the wickedness of one Minister
or another but, because as two or three Food Ministers
have complained, the Planning Commission and its false
order of priorities have neglected agriculture, because the
money that is needed to put irrigation, water, seed, imple-
ments, fertiliser into the soil is going into top-heavy, waste- -
ful projects where the return is very much lower.

The other day, on August 2, the Food and Agriculture
Minister admitted, while addressing the State Ministers
of Community Development, that 50 per cent of the out-
lay on major agricultural programmes, minor irrigation and
soil conservation still remains to be spent over the last two
years. In other words, the money is allocated, but even
that is not given. It is only on paper that the money is
given; the funds are not available for investment in the
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produce and what they should not produce, what they
shall buy and what they shall not buy?

And what return do we get on the capital that is being
extracted from us by taxation and pumped into State
enterprises like steel and other industries? The Finance
Minister in his Budget speech of February, 1962 — I have
not seen more recent figures — admitted to the House that
the average return on Government enterprises had dropped
from 0.5 per cent to 0.3 per cent, but he encouraged the
House by giving it good cheer that in the coming year it
would rise to 0.4 per cent! If any industrialist or business-
man tried to float shares on the market and offered those
whose money was wanted 0.5 per cent, he would be con-
sidered insane. And yet our national capital is being wasted
on projects, sunk in projects, which do not give us any
return at all.

Hindustan Steel is the biggest white elephant in the
country. Official figures published in the Financial Express
show that, while the total capital invested in this company
up to March 81, 1962, was Rs. 664 crores, there was a loss
of Rs. 19.5 crores. If you allow for previous depreciation
which had been written off of Rs. 17.7 crores, Hindustan
Steel has lost for the nation up till now 40.1 crores of solid
rupees. This is why I call it a false order of priorities.

A Mixed Economy

It is not true that some of us do not believe in State
enterprises. We stand for a mixed economy. We stand for
a mixed economy of private and State enterprise working
side by side to serve the needs of the community, but this
must be on a basis of free and equal competition, of allow-
ing the consumer to decide whether he wants to buy these
goods or those goods, and not State monopoly Capitalism
which is becoming increasingly the pattern of our socialist
economy here.

So, instead of creating a climate for incentives, savings
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supply and demand position warrants it. A British eco-
nomist has said that to try to stop prices by control is like
a Jady going to a surgeon to remove her double chin, and
the thing comes out at the back of her neck in a bump! In
other words, you treat a symptom, you do not treat the
disease. The disease of inflation is because of the policies
of the Government., Until these are changed, no amount
of controls are going to succeed.

Two days ago, I read that the L, K, Jha Committee having
failed to stop the rise in prices, the matter will now be
referred to a committee at a higher level of Cabinet
Ministers, as if the level of the committee decides whether
controls would be effective or not! Suppose the Ministers’
committee fails, where are you going any higher? Who is
going to form the next committee to stop prices rising if
the committee of three Cabinet Ministers fails where Mr.
Jha and his colleagues have failed?

You cannot defeat the law of supply and demand.
Prices, like water, will find their own level, and no amount
of juggling will stop the laws of hydrodynamics or the laws
of economics from having play. And that is why the team
of the World Bank which visited India in February or

March this year — let me remind the House that the World .

Bank is our biggest foreign benefactor today, generous,
friendly and helpful — singled out for particular castigation
Government’s present policies, which in its opinion make
for inefficiency and high costs, and controls which hamper
industry at every turn.

What, Sir, is a control? A control is giving an official,
even a small one, the power of life and death over a
peasant, a shopkeeper or a businessman. Human nature
being what it is, is it a matter for surprise that our public
life is now riddled with corruption? I am not putting on
any cloak of moral superiority. We are all the same under
the skin, whatever party we may belong to. But the danger
is that, when you combine economic and political power
in the same hands, you are creating opportunities for

9
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has so far failed, to decontrol steel. That is because every
control breeds a new vested interest. Vested interests on
the business and official side creep up which resist the
abolition of the control, and it needs a very stout heart
and great guts, like the late Shri Kidwai, to scrap the whole
lot and go back from control to decontrol as Mahatma
Gandhi advised.

Unemployment

Let us take another index — employment. Employment
is a crying need. We bave heard a great deal of what the
Government is doing, but no results. In fact, there is a
definite deterioration in the situation in regard to employ-
ment. After ten years of planning, industries in India only
employed 4.6 per cent of the population in 1960-61. The
Planning Commission estimated that in 1961 there were a
million unemployed people and 18 million more under-
employed, and this unemployment is growing. At the end
of May, 1963, there was a total of 2.63 million applicants
on the live register of the employment exchanges as com-
pared to 1.98 million a year earlier, and this in spite of the
emergency recruitment to the armed forces and the defence
industries which has been going on during the past twelve
months.

Gold Control

Instead of creating employment, this Government has
created more unemployment. I refer to the Gold Control
Order. It has thrown lakhs of capable, decent people in this
country out of a job and on to the streets. Nothing in my
month of campaigning in Rajkot was as sad as going into
a shop and finding a man looking utterly desolate, with
hothing in the shop. I would ask him what was wrong, and
he said: Hu soni chhu. Barbad thai gaya. He was in utter
despair and helpless. This is a new proletariat you have
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ment my policy”. An objective observer would say: “The
planning was rotten. Planning should not ask people to
do what they cannot possibly do or what they are not made
to do.”

That is why the targets of our Plans are hardly ever
fulfilled. Now the country has come down from planning
in cloud cuckoo land with a big thud to firm earth and
people are swearing at those who have been responsible
for it. \

Non-Alignment or Appeasement?

Let us now turn to international relations and defence.
Is the record any better? Non-alignment has been our key
word. When this policy was first formulated under a diffe-
rent phrase — independence of judgement — in August
1947, I had gone on record publicly as supporting it be-
cause the policy was claimed to be one which would judge
each issue on its merits, a policy that would keep us free
from entanglements, free to judge everything on merits.
Nobody can quarrel with that concept. By 1950, as Acharya
Kripalani pointed out, it was clear that our policies were
not motivated ‘by independence of judgement at all. The
betrayal of Tibet was the first indication, within three years
of that policy being formulated, that non-alignment was
a cloak for appeasement of communism or for a pro-com-
munist policy. Not only did we not rush to help a neigh-
bour attacked by a bandit but we went out of our way to
justify the claim of the bandit who attacked that neigh-
bour country and occupied it under the cloak of “suze-
rainty” and “sovereignty,”, words for which we never cared
when they were applied to the Congo or Algeria or any
other part of the world. One of the very shameful deeds
that this Government has done is the throttling of the
appeal of the Dalai Lama when he went to the Security
Council of the UN for help. We instructed our representa-
tive to get up and say: “There is no need for the United
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our time; the issue of freedom versus totalitarian tyranny.
Unfortunately, in our country, there have been many good
people who have not been able to see this issue clearly.
President Kennedy referred to this the other day in Berlin
on July 5 when he said: “There are many people in the
world who really do not understand — or say they do not
understand — what is the great issue between the free
world and the communist world; let them come to Berlin.”
I am very glad that from our country, a Minister of State
went to Berlin and recognised the Wall for what it is and
did not shirk the issue but said that the wall was a symbol
of tyranny and oppression. I compliment her on that under-
standing which, of course, any human being should show.

That is the issue that divides the Government and some
of us, the great moral issue of our time: Can we be neutral
between right and wrong, between slavery and freedom?
This is unthinkable. One can be neutral as a State but one
cannot be intellectually neutral when such moral issues
are involved. Yet our foreign policy has been an evasion of
that moral issue.

Lesson Learnt?

People may say now: “we have learnt the lesson. Why
bring up the past?” But has the lesson been learnt? For
a brief moment, there was a confession of “living in an
artificial atmosphere of our own creation ...,. Out of
touch with Ythe realities of the modern world,” and we be-
came hopeful. We responded, and we offered our co-
operation. I was one of those who hoped that at last we
are free from this nightmare, this failure to understand
what we are up against. But that did not last. We have
gone back, in the last six or eight ‘months, to the bad old
path of confusion and appeasement. On February 26, the
Prime Minister angrily rebutted criticism of the “Hindi-
Chini bhai-bhai” slogan and said: “we will do it again
if the occasion arose and shout the slogan of bhai-bhai.”
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have we not'stopped it? We have been caught out a second
time with our intelligence deficient or facts not brought to
our notice, I have no hesitation in saying that, in the view
of my party, the Chinese attack last year and our defeat
and humiliation were a direct consequence of the criminal
neglect of our defences by the present Government. The
refusal two days ago to make available to us the report
of GCen. Henderson-Brooks on the NEFA debacle
strengthens our feeling that there is a story there to be
' told which is being suppressed from the Indian people. In
any other country, such a Government would have been
dismissed; the party in office itself would have put a new
Government in its place. The result therefore is that in the
pursuit of peace and non-alignment we have brought war
on our territory.

A Policy of Fear

Somebody asked what would have happened if we had
not believed in non-alignment. Let me give the example of
some of our neighbours who have not practised non-align-
ment: Turkey, Iran, Philippines, Japan, Thailand.

An Hon. Member: Pakistan.

Mr. M. R. Masani: Pakistan; there may be others. Not a
hair of their head has been touched. Has Soviet Russia
or China worried them at all? Has anybody else touched
them at all? They are unmolested today because they have
the gumption to be aligned. Why were we chosen?
Because we were non-aligned. It is a very interesting
thing. The one country which made friends with China
was the first to be attacked! Why? Because, — I say this
sadly — the enemy had sensed our fear of fighting, our
unreadiness to fight. Fear has lain under many of the
policies of this Government in its international relations.
The betrayal of Tibet was the first. The refusal, even
todfay, to break off diplomatic relations with Communist
China is another. There can be no other justification except:
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said anything about them. Nobody has thought that Ceylon
was not non-aligned or was not a genuine Colombo Power
because it relays the Voice of America broadcasts. The
Prime Minister has to his credit admitted his full responsi-
bility for it. He was party to the whole agreement and to
this clause which he knew, which he discussed and which
he accepted. Then why have we gone back on it within ten
days of signing? The agreement, Sir, was properly signed;
it was not improperly processed, as has been made out.
There is a Rule of Business of the Cabinet that permits the
signing of an agreement by this country without Cabinet
sanction provided the Prime Minister sanctions it. The
Prime Minister had sanctioned it, and it was properly
entered into.

Why have they resiled from an agreement properly
entered into? Because of a belated discovery that it violated
the concept of non-alignment: All I can say is that, if the
architect of non-alignment could not see that there was
something wrong with this agreement in terms of non-
alignment, then that very word has lost its meaning be-
cause, as Shri Kripalani pointed out, we cannot have non-
alignment in our own war. We cannot be neutral against
ourselves. We are not going to help anyone; we are asking
for help. We are not obliging anyone by taking the trans-
mitter. We wanted the transmitter to combat enemy propa-
ganda on our borders. Because of the noise made by a few
communists and fellow-travellers, the agreement has been
dismissed by those who have entered into it. I am quite sure
that if the Government had stood by the agreement and
said it was in the national interest, nothing would have
happened. The country would have cheerfully accepted it.
Today we are in a pathetic position that before the ink is
dry on an agreement signed by our Government, we have
gone back on it.

In February last, a British commentator wrote from
London thus: “Very few people in high office have any
real confidence in Mr. Nehru not turning round, making
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there; and if he turns aside, you follow him to right and
left, as if you were acting on his orders. Never a fixed
plan, never any precautions; you wait for bad news
before you act.”
I do not think this is an unjust judgement on the record of
our Government up to now.

It is no good saying that our motives are noble. Of course
they are. Nobody denies that our motives are noble and
that of the Chinese communists are ignoble, but the way to
hell is paved with good intentions.

Mr. Churchill, a ‘very great war leader, writes in his
Memoirs about good intentions when dealing with an
enemy like the Chinese communists. He says:

“Virtuous motives, trammelled by inertia and timidity,

are no match for armed and resolute wickedness. A

sincere love of peace is no excuse for muddling hun-

dreds of millions of humble folk into a war. The cheers
of weak, well-meaning assemblies soon cease to echo
and their notes soon cease to count. Doom marches on.”

The Kamaraj Plan

On the eve of this debate, a red-herring has been trailed
across our path. We are told today: “everything will be
diﬂ“egent because of the Kamaraj plan.” I fail to under-
stand —

Mr. Tyagi: Your party may do the same.

Mr. M. R. Masani: 1 would like to follow that; yes, for my
party but not for the nation. I fail to understand how bad
government, delays in government and corruption, can be
removed by the Kamaraj plan. As I understand it, it is a
plan to salvage the Congress Party from the mess into
which it has got. God knows they need it. I wish them
well. But how does it strengthen the administration to take
away some good and competent senior Congressmen and
put them in charge of the party? It is putting the party
before the'State which is a wrong thing—putting the party
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plan is not an answer to what the country wants. I appeal
to them to assert themselves and save the country. Let me
concede, Sir, that for the next three years it is easier for
them to save the country than anyone on this side because
of the fact that this Parliament is constituted as it is. We
have no ambition to form a Government. Let the Congress
Party assert itself as others have done, as the Conservative
Party did in the time of Chamberlain, and choose a new
government from their own ranks. Let them create a
government that will make a fresh start—with no pre-
conceptions, with a pragmatic approach, without doctri-
naire conceptions with all the background that is behind
it. Let them provide the country with a clean, decent
government, and then I offer from those on this side that
we will give them a hundred per cent support for defeating
the Chinese and driving them from our soil. The whole
country will rally round such a Government if they will
set things right. There are many Congressmen who, I think,
would respond to my plea. Let them take up courage and
say to their leaders who are today in office: “You have
done your best. You have had a long innings. You have
done the best within your capacity. It is time for a change.
The times require new ideas, new leadership, from within
the Party. Please step aside, and let a new Congress
Government be formed.”

An Hon. Member: Shall we invite you?

Mr. M. R. Masani: No, I am talking of the Congress. Let
them tell their leaders: “Do not drag the country down to
destruction as you will do if you cling to office any
longer.” It is in your hands to do that in the next three
years and a half. If you do not do that in spite of all our
efforts, none of us may be able to save it. On the other
hand, if you do, I believe we can defeat the Chinese.

We Are A Great Nation

We are as great a nation as the Chinese. Communica-
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