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T ollowing is the letter written by Prof. N.G,

Lah:d:rlt!; S-gtad. ra Jarty ip Carliament to the “rime gdini'ster,
vrs. Indira Gandhi, regardipg recent develoomenis in Test

Bengal.

"Ever sinoce the United Front Gowervment dominated hy the Marxist
Communists took office about 8 morth ago ia ‘-est Bergal, ttey have
been doing everytbing por Wis to take the law into tielr own
hands, to disrespect and nefy the Constitution of Indta, to
obstruct protection to Central pronerty awl Certral Covernnent
employees snd to force a coufrontation ¢ith the Certre 80 as to
endanger the upity ard integrity of India.

2, First of all I refer to the resort whick has apoeared io

the papers today that the West BDengal Miristers “"would lead a
Bundh® or strike in West Berg 1. I attach 2 cuttipg fron the
Times of Iudia relating to this vews. It is said that the United
Fropt Lovernnmept advised tte Railways, Ipcian Airlipes anc Posts
& lelegraohs Drpartment on April 9 not to run theiy norral
services in JWest Bengal during to-day's twepty~four hour Bepgal
Baudh as a result of which Indian Airlines cancelled all fl ights
to and from Calcutta and [ailways emanating frod Calcutta have
also been susoended. 'Whis pews item goes on to say that the 2
United Front !inisters are giving lead in the Bardbh and that none
of the thirty ministers will atterr the Secretariat on the 10th.
This is the first time in the history of this o untry and

perhans in the history of any country in the rorld that a total
strike is orgapiser an® drosagated by the Goverrment itself.
Strikes and bandhs are geperally organised by dissatisfiead anad
discontented antl-government elements in the conmunity against
the inactioc: , harassment or wrorng »olicies of the Government,

But to the best of my ¥nowlefge, I have never come apross & case
la shiioch Government {tself is organising anéd oromoting a strike
or a Baodh, Defiance of the Constitutior could go no further.

It 1g the primary duty and function of a Goverurent to nmeintain
and yrotect normal services against irterfercoce by rowdy or
utiruly elements., DBut when a Governrent itself formally anveals
for the observance of a strike, where is the ircentive to the
public to continrue Lo be law-abiding citizens of the country ?
This is a highly exnlosive situation of which Serious notice

must be talen by the Centr &
Lovernment A g if it reans to function aal a

3, This is not an isolated incident. From the ve

; A ry firs a
::eir assurirg office, the United Front leaders arg iéguilzggng s
a ggqomtltutional aol unlawful acts. First of all, they tried
Gover::;i mhg :;vernor to read a socech imirlicatirg both the
o tmﬁ fn'.n ¢ Ceotre. But this attemdt did not succeed because
b ke dam a:i of the then Governor, Shri bharma Vira. During
At Y8 that Shri Dharma Vira stayed on as Governor of the
I.Mﬁe,hn|:vtc':>-~:n_:a-(a»ratim: was shown by the Gowernment and osartich-
e yndy he Ministers. They did everything possible to humiliate

and to make his 1ife wncomfortable. Forgetting that he is

ﬂ;tgf.;'g;ﬁ;-;::tw;r the President,they did not have the ele-
loft the State, . o b DiM Off at the station when be finally



the Goverumepnt of West Bengal :ak:ng the
two instances =
to their own hands, I would give only
::: :ir:at of General ?aéera and another senior officer of
Durgapur Steel after labour trouble at the Durgapur Steel
Works, which is a central governmert nublic enterprise. The

st of three senior officers of the Cossipore °

recent arre _ w3y
Ordnance Factory after haudcuff ing them, as a ¢ ordequende of

in incidents into the merits_of which I do not propose
fﬁrgz as they should be subject ratter of a certrdl, fulle -
fledged, indedendent, judicial investigation is apother
ineident. You are alréady aware of the fact that in the early
days of the assumption of office 0f the Vest Bengal vaern-
ment, they threw out feelers for sending a "fratermal
delegation to Bast Pakistan, presumably with a view to joining
up hands in the interest of China with which country our rela-
tions are rnost strained ever sSince its un»orovoked.and brutal
aggression on our borders in 1962. In between, there was a
question of the posting of Central Reserve “oliceé at Durgapur
and other nlaces for the protection of installatiors and .
factories belonging to the Govermment of India and the dispute
has not yet been settled in soife of the right of.the Centre
to take whatever steps may be necessary for the
protection of its property located and its personnel working
in any State.

4. As examples of

0

5. It seems to us that the United Front has over-stepped all
reasonable limits and the time has come for the Cenmtral Govern-
ment to govern or to get out.  If the present Government 1s
unable to enforce respect for the Constitutior in any part of
the country or on the oart ofaany party, it has no business to
continue in office. Our Party stands for enforcing law and
order, ensurirg respect for the Constitution and the safeguarde
ing of the Certral Gowernment nronerty, emoloyees and

interests anywhere in the country and particularly in West
Bergal where they are seriously: threatened by lawless and pere
verse acts on the nart of .the present government of West Bengal,
It is not for us to suggest what should be done, though we have
8 clear idea as to what should be cone to meet the situation
and we would spell them out at the right time arnd at the right
opportunity. All that we want to say at this stage is that a
desperate situation has arisen in the country requiring
gourageous action and Government at the Centre must give the
highest nriority to tackling this situation and take all

Steps for the maintenance of the Constitution and for the
preservation of.law and order in the country.
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