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s the decade-long eco-
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gets essly stuck in

the quagmire of Indian politics,
itis but natural to hark back to

the only Indian party that gen-
uinely believed inanopen econ-
omy — the now defunct
Swatantra Party. Itisironical in-
deed that the party which putup
a stiff fight against Nehruvian
socialismshould be nowhereon
the scene when India s finally
proceeding (albeit haltingly)
along the path it had champi-

oned way back in the 1960s.

Sowhat wentwrong withthe
Swatantra Party, which was
founded by such stalwarts asRa-
jajiand Masaniand boast-
edof severalbignameslike NG
KM Munshi, Piloo Mody,
H M Patel, V P Menon? Was it
ahead of its time? Or was the
strategy adopted by its leaders

/ -y and its unwavering faith in the

power of the individual, The
Principles hit out against state
interference in businessand op-
poses the move to change the
ownership pattern of land in the
rural areas. But unlike the lib-
ertarians of today, it believes the
state has astrongroletoplayin
meeting the basic needs of the
people — food, water, housing
and clothing — though not
through subsidies or state con-
trol. The most interesting prin-
ciple is the 21st one, which “al-
lows freedom of opinion toits
members on all matters outside
the fundamental principles of
the party,”something which the
highly centralised parties of to-
day would dowell toemulate.
The book rambles a great
deal and can be quite a painful

Swatantra’s flawed experiment “ ¢

wrong? This book by the late H
R Pasricha, onceamemberof the
party’s national executive and
president of its Delhi unit, is an
insider'saccountoftheriseand

Though the book

afterthe author's death (and 25
years afterit was written), its rel-
evance remains undiminished
as the country looks around for
a party which will steer the econ-
in the right direction.

's not a pretty picture Pas-
richa paints, and itistothe cred-
it of the Rajaji Foundation and
the Swatantra P
rashtra, that they both collabo-
rated in publishing the book.
Pasricha's pen spares no one,
iand Masanias he
hints that they let their
the better of them. Fo
the high-soundingidealso
and thestature of its lead-
ers, itwasnot free from the pet-
ty squabbles, ego clashesand at-

nua_ contributions!
Pasricha chronicles how Ni-
alingappa, Raj Narain and
rge Fernandes madeamess
of the Grand Alliance against the
asaresultofwhich the
. ition was decimated in the
1971 elections. He recounts
asani’s reluctance to let the
watantra Party join the Grand

H.R. Pasricha
The Rajaji Foundation

Price: Rs 150

THE SWATANTRA PARTY

Victory in Defeat

temptsat personal aggrandise-

cultivating the rulers, buying
ment. None of these giants of In-

theirfavourswithplentifulsup-  Alliance and Rajaji's insistence
ply of black money." It'llbein- &boutgoingahead. The bookal-
terestingtoknowiftoday, India | sodetails how the triumvirate of
| Piloo Mody, Madhu Mehta (of
Hindustani Andolanfame) and
Manu Amerseywrecked the par-
Inter- ty.N G Ranga comes outin ex-
tremely poor light as Pasricha
recalls his abject volte face after
the 1971 elections when he
paniesto political parties. Itwas | called Mrs Gandhi's victory as
- the March revolution and sup-
t ported the 25th amendment
business __.ocmwm contributed = which drastically curtailed the
generously to Congress coffers  rightto ,
evenasthey referred opposition g?nmﬁu_ﬂnmsn par-
lawbanningpolit-  tybringout its horrorof statism

upastrongand
wﬂncnn:mﬂo._mamgn_ anmﬂw.
sivelyon ections.
according to Pasricha, is what
finally did the party in, after be-
ing in existence for 15-odd years.
Nor does the book show the
Indian business community in
very good light. Despite the
Swatantra Party taking up their
te cause, India'sindustrialists (bar-
e ringtheTatas, Khaitans and the

Inc. is ruing not having nurtured
the Swatantra Party as itwatch-
es politicians play political foot-
ball with the econo
estingly, in the early
company law permitted open
contributions by joint stock com- with it, because it is a fascinat-
ing treasure trove of informa- | alayman’sperspective. While entertaining reading (see the
sections ‘Education and New Revolutions', ‘Heaven and
Hell',“The End is Near?', and "Mayhem and Mammon’), this
book isdefinitely Judaeo-Christian in perspective. If brevity
is the soul of wit, then God on God is definitely full of divine
chutzpah —but you'll be richer for it.

Masaniwholobbied hard to

tion about Indian politics from
it prohibited. Only to find

the 1960s to the mid-1970s, pep-
pered with interesting anecdotes
showing senior leaders in un-
flattering light and valuable an-

__.a_mb__.onm_dcwvinﬁmﬁ.n
cold to the party. Pasricha
laments: *“They were too busy

e Other books ¢
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This is a compilation of short stories that
have previously appeared in literary supple- ‘ i
mentsof leading newspapers. The inside |
cover flap says the book is ‘required reading
for bibliophile, the cinephile and the pae-
dophile’. Sounds exotic? Hardly. Chowd-
hury tries very hard to take avante-gardism to new heights
— lotsof four-letter words. Sadly, the effort mostly crumbles
in an amateurish heap. To be fair, his ideas do have aspark.
Butthediksha has towait— Chowdhury has to grow up first.

GOD ONGOD
- Scott MacGregor, Penguin india
186 pages/Price: Rs 185
God on God, by Scott MacGregor, may

seem to be the theological equivalent of Mag-
gi's Two Minute noodles, but be warned: sim-
ple need not mean simplistic. Structured asa
series of interviews with 'God', MacGregor's
‘interviewer’ poses a range of questions from
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getaccess tothe 2.2-million-
tonne Raasi Cement capacity
and the 1-million-tonne Visa-
ka Cement capacity. Both plants
arelocatedin Andhra Pradesh,
Industry sources said India Ce-
ments was seeking a price of
close to $100 a tonne, which
could put the acquisition cost
ataround Rs 1,700 crore.

VSNL to get
30% off

being five times the outgoing
B_w.dmz_._._.ﬁu_.ﬁﬁuﬂnmoa
deal here. On outgoing calls,
VSNLwill get Rs 6 a minute for
callstothe US, Rs 14 for callsto
the Guifand Rs 8for callsto any
other place inthe world. This s
same for other ILD operators,

Telecommunications ana-
lysts, however, pointed out that
VSNL had to give more than
what it got. “The agreement is
more or less in line with what
BSNL had offered VSNL three

nificantly. For BSNL, the gains
made onthe outgoing revenue
share are expected to compen-
sale the firm forthe Rs 2 per
minute loss on the incoming
calls. The new arrangement be-
tween BSNLand VSNLwill be
applicable with retrospective
effect from August 1,

Unhappy
landings

non-availability of the ILS Cat
Il Aversion, has now decided
towithdraw it.“Weare going to
issue a notice toall airlines, stal-
ingthatthe ILS Cat I1l A system
is fully operational,” PS Nair,
airport director at the Indira
Gandhi International airport,
said. AnILS Cat [l A systemal-
laws for landing with a decision
height lower than 30 metres but
notlower than 15 metresanda
runway visual range not less
than 200 metres. The interna-
tional airport's Runway 28 is

theonlyoneinthe country with
this version,
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India’s hi-tech companies always receive parts on time.
Who's the key component that makes this possible?

When precision parts have to arrive at a precise time,
India‘s technology manufacturers trust the company
with three red lines in its logo. According to a recent
independent study, DHL is rated the most reliable

express delivery company in India. Which is probably
why we're entrusted with more urgent shipments than
anyone else. We offer high value customs clearance,
secure transport and the capacity to ship fragile

components. Our delivery lines are the arteries that keep
trade flowing between one business and another, across
the region and around the world, To find ou how we
can help move your business, call 1 600111 345 today
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