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October &, 1977

Dear Vedamuthy,
mewmloﬁuahE&hmﬁfwmm
sentiments. I enclose herewl of a press

handout issued on the occasion ofthnpusmferm.

You may pass one en to Mr, C.R. Miﬂmﬂthmo-pu-
ments, 1 also enclose copy of the report that appeared in
the Indian Express which relatively speaking was the best.

About your ersiety to pget government's approval to observe
Rajaji's Birth Cattenary year ae the International Year of
Humen Fighta, while I sincerely wish your effort success,
personelly I would not run after govermment offigials,
Whatever we can do volwmtarily would be far mere preecious
end mesmingful and in tume with Rajaji's own advice to keep
awey from State action as much es poseille.

I shall suggest to my fellow trusteuthatthomwi
Foundation should obs eru peﬁoduﬂunnk;lwrm
and shall work out g suita programms for the purpose,

With ldnd regards,

(s. V. Raju)
Mr. K Vedamurthy
15, l’iq:uljfu- Third Street ,

Encle: As above
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I regrot hat oven though I happen to be in Bombay and could & ttend the x furiotion
. ised that. ie not
£ Rainii due to my kmspitsiisstiem being hospitalise is
held in/@emnry o Ra.]ajf .
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bl nerefore I wish to send my greetings first of .
possi }aé IE e f’" i3
presiding aﬂ’to my old dear friend Minoo Masani pzer BR8 aud the other’s who are
/

the trustees and organisers of this function.fngaji mCs arnrsonalisty like

uho)l Indis has produced no other in modern times. I am saying this deliberately
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because I know & part of his life and work with which moé':t people are notw % °

(_}' acquainted.!‘rhem wes a time,ﬁm’ra were congress presjffidents nominated and -~ -

one after the other they ha< to go to priaan,@.lt the {"rdij_a.nca or order
— = -
was not extended to madraKI think it wes still a presidencg;:d Rajaji did not’

.

come ¥ the mischief of that order and he was able to participate in public
lififmuke public speeches and so on.|During that time I had visited him

dmr-at his ashram in Tiruchengode where he lived a very simple life. I think very
fanﬁ‘n..t-.«-
few people of the country except people of-BH e{‘_‘re acquianted with that aspect of
1c . Pns

Rajaji‘s/\a.sl.lram 1it‘e/)’ hig life of service to the migh}'bourhcoé}to the families
living around that localiiy amt I think his attention was particularly directed
[FVE
! tu}/uomen the uplift of women that area. When I say women I don't mean Brshmin
L\ QM_LM-'\- ] /

vcme:/:.} hﬂ%nun—Bralmin women and Rajajg-I think is one of the few nationsl ieaders

-~

like “audniji Who gave his special a Cleuvion to women and treated ithem as an oppressed

a;gd backward com:mity/-&‘;mgh they knew that after all it is the women whom’:u:fee-’

the makers of theTEons and daughters and therefore mekers of new generations and Af./
%hey themselves were deserving they could produce succeeding generations of |

higher and higher quality. To this work Rajaji made a great contributiony Apmong many

applied to Madras Presidenc > this is a part of histnz;f, therefore there
B e
,3:, no in recounting |§;:‘h\gt sto ow Fll. was\getting impatient and saying that
LI L R
Be many people waiting 1 ntiqﬂnﬂ&.Myzﬁj ew others
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THE RAJAJT FOUNDATION
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i hypocrisies
"When I see the spreading abuses, the cant, the hyp -
and the general fall in moral sense at the hq.ghes_:t levels
down to the unfortunate poor, I do not :_[‘eel inclined to run
away from the struggle for improving things, old, weak and
incapacitated though I am."
This was Rajaji on his 93rd birthday. A year later on Christmas Day,

December 25, 1972, he passed away,

A giant among intellectuals and among the world's clearest thinkers
Rajaji was the champion par excellance of the rights and duties of man.
Throughout his life he advocated the rule of Dharma in the life of the
individual and of the State.

Dharma was not a mantra that Rajaji prescribed, To him, Dharma embodied
the living truth of the superiority of means over ends, "Dharma rules
whether you believe in it or deny it, or take no notice of it., Dharma
is nature, not dogma," he wrote in December 1962.

"The Dharma of goverrment is to govern justly and with care for the
welfarc of the nation. The dharma of the opposition is to criticise

the Government justly and with care. Both Government and the Opposition
should fulfil their respective dharmas."

To Rajaji Dharma and Gandhiji's theory of trusteecship were one and the
same. He wrote:

“Liberty is felt in the bone of every sentient civilized
being, We are not wild beasts captured and ordained to
live in the cages of somebody's zoo; we are free human
beings living in volwntary cooperation as a nation. The
system of government under which we live can make the
one into the other,

"The cause of emancipation from State socialism is a great
cause, not a mere political cliche., The obverse of
individual freedom, viz., self eontral angd respect for
the moral laws governing social life should not, however
be forgotten, The obverse of Swatantra consists of the
duties that arise out of freedom and is given the name of




-2 -

Dharma in the Hindu traditéon; it is called the p:r_‘;:}cu:le
of trusteeship in Gandhiji's discourses. The legi 11:; e
claim to be free carries with it O'bllga‘tlol:ls of soci
justice. This should be wrought into the internal sense
and conscience of the individual, Evcry one sh-:lmld _
consider himself a trustee of that share of God's bent?ﬁts
that come to him. He is a trustee for thosc around-him

and the discharge of the obligations of tl?at trusteeship
should form his spiritual hapriness. It is, therefore,

a way of life as much fs State éontrol is a way of slavery.'

An educated and enlightened citizenry was the sine qua non of Rajaji's
concept of a truly democtatic system. He advised the Swatantra Party
which he founded " to work to educate the electorate rather than run
after the immediate pleasures of transiemt, political power". He
strongly belicved that "the foundation of our independence and self
respect has to be improved" through "sound education of all our
population and nothing less."

Individual initiative, enterprise and energy maximising individual
freedom and minimising interference by the State; fostering a sense

of moral obligation in respect of legislative or other forms of
compulsion; maintaining and preserving spiritual values and what is
good in our culturc and fradition; strict adherence by authority to

the Fundamental Rights and guarantecs in the Constitution as originally
enacted in 1950 including the freedom of property, trade and occupat-
ion; reducing considerably the cost of public administration and giving
the farmer his rightful place in the Indian sun were among the
principal tenets of his politieal and social philosophy. Rajaji was

a philosopher among politicians and a politician among phdlosophers.

The Rajaji Foundation has been formed to propagate his ideas, The

Founcation firmly believes that his views on man, State and society

have a continuing relevance today as they did when he first propounded

them. The Foundation is also convinced that the best memorial would

be one not of brick and mortar but in the spreading of his message

of Dharma and the norms for a free, liberal society,
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To this end the Foundation proposes to orgenisc public meetings, study
circles, seminars and discussions; publish pamphlets and material of
relevance to developing situations from time to time and at all times
to seek to keep his memory fresh in the hcarts and minds of the people.

The Trustees of the Rajaji Foundation are :

Mr, M,R, Masani,

Mr, Parmanand Kejriwal,
Mr, Girish K, Munshi
Mr. K.H. Subramanian,
Mrs, Sosan L. Panday,
Mr, S.V. Raju

The Office of the Foundation is :

The Rajaji Foundation,
143, Mahatma Gandhi Road,
Bombay 400 023,
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and that Rajaji &= not giving them an opportunity.Mg thwulm I think Rajejl _
— R

was a strong believer in Hindi}fﬁanga as it may seem to todfy as the medium of-

e

tnere were lf many Hindi atataa/, éut he was no interested in Hindi in that sense.he

national intercowmunication. Not particularly the language of any i;‘___._‘:ate of co

wanted to ke make Hindi take the place of Bnglish. I think later on his views .

a7
changed and I thinhf{hznge& because the Hindi:i"alla.hs( the Hindi enthusiasts
by
tried to force the issus/ and even uatwer’ted friends into gicf%:aﬁ there was ‘-17
— o

S A

unnecessary prejudice created against Hindi in th: whole of ,sﬁ?’ and partf:i,c\__lar g9
: o

2 So these are some of the mm.ma that come to my mind about Raja,ji;ﬁone

jgho wanted to speak at length about h:l;)it would take many lectureg%‘Bny hours to

o
do justice to his many sided c cter, his innate political gerff)s’ /his great
o nary sided chary e

7

mﬁt and the uorkﬁ he[_iuring his life to uplift tho_ge who had been

£
+throttied down dbbeurhout the centurf: b:,;f&pper caste Hinﬂu;mnly the Brahmins

T

but the mon-brehmins also both in the south and the north who treated the Harijans' ~AA fm

e~ M-?L"__
and the other backward couwmunities in a despicable mauner. HOTI) that is all rmxs

Qfhis history./ There is so much to learn from iimx Ra.jajib ife— from his work ,
oy

his thought, from his speeches and writem’and above all from the life hisade he lived..— O

/( simple life dad.icated. 37 comple tely to the service of the ideals that he held

Me—

it supreme courage of conviction._,-lﬁ:ch did pot ax hesitate to dismgree with

-

his master Mahatma Gandhi tkwtx when it came to tha} But for that neither of them

lost) respect For the other, That was the kind of age and that was the kind of men

that lived in those dwagmﬂ tmat existed at that time.
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Text of Jayaprakash Narayan's tape recorded message to the
public meeting held by the Rajaji Foundation on Friday,
December 9, 1977 at the Tata  Auditorium, Bombay

I regret that even though I happen to be in Bombay and
could attend the function held in the memory of Rajaji, due
to my being hospitalised that is not possible, and therefore
I wish to send my greetings first of all to Acharya KFipalani
who is presiding, to my old dear friend Minoo Masani Aﬂr. Bhanu
Pratap Singh and the others who are the trustees and organisers

of this function.

Rajaji was a personality like whogIndia has produced no
other in modern times. I am saying this deliberately because
I know a part of his life and work with which most people are
not acquainted.

There was a time when there were Congress Presidents
nominated and one after the other they had to go to prison
but the Ordinance or Order was not extended to Madras, .« 1
think it was still a presidency and Rajaji did not come
within the mischief of that order and he was able to participate
in public life, “EkiLFPEEChes and so on.

During that time I had visited him at his ashram in
Tiruchengode where he lived a very simple life., I think very
few people of the country excepﬁ{ﬁeople of Tamil Nadu are
acquainted with that aspect of Rajaji's life, his ashram life
his life of service to the neighbourhood, to the families ”)
living around that locality, I think his attention was
particularly directed to the KﬂﬂEEE%%?EBlift of women of that
area. When I say women, I don't mean Brahmin women, I mean

2o



e non-Brahmin women and Rajaji I think is one of the few
national leaders like Gandh131 who gave his special attention

to women and treated them as pn oppressed and backward community,
though they knew that aXter all it is the women who are the
makers of their sons and \daughters and theneéfore makers of

new generations and if th themselves we deserving they

could produce succeeding geRerations of gher and higher
qualityi] To this work Raja)i made a gyeat contribution among
many others that he did.

‘ I am talking of time when was President of the

Congress and one after the other fRe presidents were arrested
and because the ordinance was ngt apvliedfo Madras Presidency,
I remember - this is a part offhistonry, therefore there is no
- Jawaharlal Nehru was getting

many people waiting in the line

harm in recounting that stor
impatient and saying that
I remember his mentioning/the name Mr, ey of Nagpur and a
few others they should 'so be offering emselves for

arrest and imprisonmenf® and that Rajaji was not giving them an

opportunity.

During those days I think Rajaji was a strong believer
in Hindi - strange as it may seem to today as the medium of
national intercommunicationj WMot particularly the language
of any State)of course there were many Hindi states, but he
was not interested in Hindi in that sense. But he wanted to
make Hindi take the place of English., I think Jlater on his views
changed and I think they changed because the Hind{ wallahs or
the Hindi enthusiasts tried to force the issue and even
converted those who were friends into foes and there was
unnecessary prejudice created against Hindi in the whole of
South India and particularly Tamil Nadu,

So these are some of the reflections that come to my
mind about Rajaji. To anyone who wantaﬂ to speak at length
about him, it would take many lectures,many hours to do



.
e

justice to his many sided characteg;;&}s innate political geniug;
to his great moral qualities and the work that he did during
his life to uplift these who had been trodden/fhroughout the

1%
centuries by the upper caste Hindus, Not only {he Brahmins but
the non-brahmins also both in the South and the North!yho
treated the Harijans’ for instance and the other backward

communities in a despicable manner. Hewsxer,—that .is-ald
ﬁi i Ii | ; v A

There is so much to learn from Rajaji's 1life - from his
work, his thought, from his speeches and writings and above all
from the life he lived - a simple life dedicated completely
to the service of the ideals that he held. He had supreme
courage af conviction ., He did not hesitate to disagree with
his mastery Mahatma Gandhi, when it came to that, but for that
neither of them lost any respect for the other., That was the
kind of age and that was the kind of men that lived in those

days ,thet-exisved-at—thab-time,

9 A
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Text of Jayaprakash Narayan's tape recorded message to the
public meeting held by the Rajaji Foundation on Friday,

December 9, 1977 at the Tata Auditorium, Bombay

I regret that even though I happen to be in Bombay and
could attend the function held in the memory of Rajaji, due
to my being hospitalised that is not possible, and therefore
I wish to send my greetings first of all to Acharya Kripalani
uho is presiding, to my old dear friend Minoo Masani, Mr, Bhanu
Pratap Singh and the others who are the trustees and organisers
of this function.

Rajajl was a personality like who India has produced no
other in modern times, I am saying this deliberately because
I know a part of his 1ife and work with which most people are
not acquainted,

There was a time when there were Congress Presidents
nominated and one after the other they had to go to prison
but the Ordinance or Order was not extended to Madras « I
think i1t was still a presidency and Rajaji did not come
within the mischief of that order and he was able to participate
in public life, mke speeches and so on.

Dwing that time I had visited him at his ashram in
Tiruchengode where he lived a very simple life., I think very
few people of the country except people of Tamil Nadu are
acquainted with that aspect of Rajaji's life, his ashram lifes
his life of service to the neighbourhood, to the families
living around that locality, I think his attention was
particularly directed to the women tofU§11ft of women of that
area, When I say women, I don't mean Brahmin women, I mean

002,/'-



the non=-Brahmin women and Rajaji I think is one of the few
national leaders like Gamdhiji who gave his special attention

to women and treated them as on oppressed and backward community
though they knew that after all it is the women who are the
makers of their sons and daughters and therefore makers of

new generations and if they themselves were deserving they

could produce succeeding generations of higher and higher
quality. To this work Rajaji made a great contribution among
many others that he did.

I am talking of time when he was President of the
Congress and one after the other the presidents were arrested
and because the ordinance was not appliedfo Madras Presidency,
I remember - this is a part of history, therefore there is no
harm in recounting that story - Jawaharlal Nehru was getting
impatient and saying that so many people waiting in the line
I remember his mentioning the name Mr, Aney of Nagpur and a
few others they should also be offering themselves for
arrest and imprisonment and that Rajaji was not giving them an
opportunity.

During those days I think Rajaji was a strong believer
in Hindi - strange as it may seem to today as the medium of
naticnal intercommunication, Not particularly the language
of any State of course there were many Hindi states, but he
was not interested in Hindi in that sense., But he wanted to
meke Hindi take the place of English. I think later on his views
changed and I think they changed because the Hindi wallahs or
the Hindi enthusiasts tried to force the issue and even
converted those who were friends into foew and there was
unnecessary prejudice created against Hindi in the whole of
South India and particularly Tamil Nadu,

So these are some of the reflections that come to my
mind about Rajaji. To anyone who wanted to speak at length
B about him, it would teke many lectures,many hours to do
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justice to his many sided character: his innate political geniuss
to his at moral qualities and the work that he did during
his life to uplift these who had been trodden/throughout the

centqéieu by the upper caste Hindus, Not onlj the Brahmins but
the hon-brahmins also both in the South and the North who

tr3 ted_tha Harijans for instance and the other backward
communities in a despicable manner, However, that is all

pas% history.

/down

There is so much to learn from Rajaji's life - from his
work, his thought, from his speeches and writings and above all
from the life he lived = a simple life dedicated completely
to the service of the ideals that he held., He had supreme
courage ef conviction . He did not hesitate to disagree with
his master Mahatma Gandhi when it came to that, but for that
neither of them lost any respect for the other, That was the
kind of age and that was the kind of men that lived in those
days that existed at that time.
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