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15th May 1961
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I write torou in your capacity of the chief of the

Tam Industrial concernsand to seek your attention and assistance

tothe Swatantra Party. 'ou are no doubt aware of the principles

o which this Party has ten founded and organised and its aims and
@jects in the political ife of the country. I shall not load this
etter with any discussionyf those aims objects and _principles but
‘ontent myself with saying hat no lover of the country, no one
oselieving in parliamentary emocracy aid its essential requisites can
fail to see the absolute necgsity of in opposition party, being in
position in parliament and tk local l:gislatures, and in the country,
whose presence, and activitie: will act as a check on the policies,
programmes and methods of the -uling paty. It is unnecessary to

point out to you what is commor knowledge that the other non-Congress
parties mow functioning in the wuntry far from acting as checks actually
serve to push the ruling party further and faster in the same direction.

You are aware how the Swatatra Party is suffering from
many handicaps in the material aspects associated with party organization
and how on the other hand the ruling paty enjoys enormous advantages in
the same respect besides commanding the opportunities and scope available
to a party in power. We tried our kst to bring about a legal ban
against the exploitation of company funds for the use of any political
party but the Government prevented iny such prohibition coming into
operation. We are compelled therefore to approach the fairminded and
politically mature section among tnose who manage company affairs and
company funds to assist us is brirging into existence a real opposition _
party that will act as a bealthy countervailing force against the soc ali’a't/

ruling party, The Swatantra Party while it stands no less than-the
Congress for the welfare of the

e people and particularly of the poorer section

ereof, will act as a healthy check on rash, hasty and illconsidered
policies as wel) on mismanagement and wasteful and unwise methods of
admini.stration. It is as keen to achieve the objects stated in the
Constitution of India as the Congress Party but without nullifying the
fundamental rights solemnly guaranteed in the Constitution.
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I therefore rquast that even if you help the ruhqg party
with funds for its plitical and electioneering activities, it
would also be just ad proper for you to help a party that geeks
to build an efficientcheck on its errors. While yo, may exercise
your judgment and hel) the party in power, I respectf@ly urge
that in the interest o good goverament and par liament o, democracy
the national interestsin general is well as the partiw

country justify adequate assistance being also given t(efforts
calculated to build up ad bring ar opposition party ito effective mpRx
operation. Indeed I claih your gererous help in propotion to the
greater difficulties and landicaps Fuch a movement sufers from,

by reason of the Congress )arty beiig in office and inthe en joyment

of power incidental in a "lelfare Sate".

I hope I have mot overs:ated ar claims and seek ypur utmost
sympathy and assistance. Your dechion will serve to give a lead to
all others who are like you eigage! in the patriotic work of promoting
the prosperity of the country. Nodemocracy can govern well in the

absence of a strong opposition and I trust you will deeply consider
the situation and come to assisgiance,

I felt it my duty in spiteof all natural handicaps to take dp
this cause in the interests of true parliamentary democracy =1d good
government, over-ruling persoral considerations pointing towards
retirement and a peaceful nompolitical life. I appeal to you
to assist me in this task so that .it may not end in failure for want
S material Cooperation on the part of those who are in the best i
POStion to understand the peed for chis effort. Twé;r hos
Erows longer than I had iﬂtende:i, but I hope lm‘#fe} not tired }"Oﬁ.-,
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