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CALL TO

Swafaﬂtra to
fight on
‘agreed plan’

Express News Service
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NEW DELHI, January 28.

SQOFTENING its ideological contours, the Swa-

tantra Party today announced that it would
fight the coming Lok Sabha elections on the
“agreed programme™ outlined in the June re-
solution of the Old Congress AICC.

Swatantra chairman M.
R. Masani said this should
be the agreed minimum
programme of the alter-
nate Government at the
Centre. The Jan Sangh
had also accepted it, he
said.

This is not so much a manifesto
gs p call to actlon, a plea to the
people to met before it Is too late
and the lghts of lberty are finally

dimmed, the elx-page document
which Mr, Masani released, sald.

Within the ambit of the Old
Congress resolution, the Swatentra
Party haa smphasised seven polnts
which are vital in the context of
the present elections.

Problems relating to the defence
of the constitutional fundamental
rights and liberties, maintenance of
law and order, employment, rising
prices, agriculture, production and
minorities and backward class have
been highlighted in the manifesto.

Demagogy

Mr, Masan! admitted it would be
rough golng for & middle-of-the-
toad liberal party as its volce of
L’f‘:"" wpuld ndc.;: be heard well in
he previltling ORY.-

He m% to property
collld not be 1eft fo the whims and
fancles of & majority in Parllament.

There was mo lmit to what e
Government could do without this
| ght enshrined in the Constltution
83 fundamental, Modest personsl
belongings like the emall farm of
lhe}oor cultivator and the provi-
dent fund and insurance polley of
the salaried wemployees comld be
taken away,

: Asked f his party would sunport
d:ﬂ&nsumrum Socialist Party can-
e tes, who had been adjusted by

four party alllance since the
%anted this right to be Te-
Yed from the list of fundamental
RIS, Ar. Masani sald it would
ates If the maln

eir canmipal
removal of 't.h'.sm :I:h:wld be

Subversion

He, howerer, ndded 4
o 4 et thia
?U“:eﬂ”:hn should be addressed to
had opposed adjustments
- an egreed o=
"It would be clear lnw a
who  mupports

The Swatantra Part
b s 5 called
the peonly thratigh itz manifests to

—————

e
upen | All grievances of the minorg
mest. )‘

defent the New Congress which was
attempting to subvert the Constitu-

tion and to seck ce of the
Cammunists who had extra-territo-
rial loyalties,

The Government had fafled to

reatore law and order and had been
following outmoded economic poll-
cles which hindered rapid program-
mes,

The manifesto also stressed that |
the important role asslgned to the |
judiclary ghould be accepted com-
pletely.

Unfortunately, systematle st-
tempts were being made from some
quarters, both within and outside

the country, to wreck the Constitu-}

tion which would destroy the
liberty of the masses. Similarly,
there had been an  unfortunate
abdication of law and order.

With about 150 million partially
or seasonally wunemployed persons
and ubout 41 milion totally un-
employed by 1873, the country
would be faced with tbe great
problem of having o find {ull-time
employment for all of them.

Damage

The damage done by the mis-
taken policles and faulty planning
had to be undone as the starting
point.

A massive publle works program-
me, epeclally for road-bullding
would needed, A glganlc pro-
iramgne oo build milllons of houses
in the rural and urban aress would
aleo have to be undertaken. A
separate corporation for the edu-
cated unemployment end a depart-
ment of economic opportunitles
with a budget of Ha. 1000 crores
for a five-year period would have
to be met up.

The manifesio stated that inflat-
tlon was a major enemy of social
justive. Unproductive administrative
expenditure on unremunerative pro-
jecls had led to deflicit finanecing
and Inflationary measiures. A dras-
e reduction In the cost of ad-
ministration was thus called for to
arrest any price rise.

The Swatantra Parly feels that
peasant proprietorshlp has  proved
to be the most productive and no-
thing should be dome 10 weaken
this sssten.

he present cellingn on holdings
should be siriclly  enforced, byt
they should not be reduced furiher.
Too frequent changes in the cel-
Ings would lead to insecuriiy,

The manifesta slio  suggested
that n commisslon on eivil rights
should be s¢t up to loak into the
grievances of discrimination against
any section of the




