| NEW DELHI: Swatantra’s Minoo Masani last
_ week fought back the slogan-shouting socialists when

he argued that the State Capitalism of the Indicate,

the CPI and other so-called Leftist parties was “obscu-

rantist”,

! The Swatantra

dent' told a press conference
_ here : “Ours, in fact, is the real
radical approach, apposed to the
reactionary attitudes of the slo-
ganised minds of the socialists.”

Party  Presi-

Mr Masani was face  to face
i & with the mang of pressmen who
habitually heckle leaders  of the

Alliance parties. He slapped ther

down with quick, L:JM?, ,:u:

swers, displaying his unquestioned

nstery of the ‘Yism" that seems

have afflicted the press coms

bl ﬁﬂn than any other section of
lan sociely,

The manifesto he released, he
dk_. was a “saftened edge” of
w e party ideology, but it cut all
._.—.ﬂ same. The Swatantra leader
said  his was 2 middle
opposed to status quo and

*_n radical changes,

& you are a middle party,”
@ questioner who imagined

*.

party,
want.

he had trapped the Swatantra

leader, “who is to your Right
and who is to your Left?”
The chuckles and laughter

that followed froze soon enough

when Masani  answered forth-
rightly stead of acting apolo-
getic as some other  Alliance
parties are prone to do.

“Right and Left are utterly
meaningless in the present day

world,” Masani declared, addi
“Those phrases were i
a certain historical background”.

When the questioners persisted
in asking him to define -“Right"

and “Le Masani came back
sharply : CPl is an extreme
right reactionary party.” And
the extreme Left?  “Well, J. P.
and Vidoba Bhave are extreme
Left”, the Swatantra leader
said.

When  somebody  sugpested

asani Explains

M polon g/, /7

that Swatantra and
not co-exist on
account of ideclpgical differences,
Masani  cited the example of
West Germany, where the experi-
ment had been successfully tried
since the end of the War.

The Swatantra leader said that
the right to property was funda-
mental to democracy. Once this
right was abolished, a villager's
__:;. or a peas 5 _::L would
all be subject to the whims and
fancies of the GCovernment™,

PEASANT PROPRIETORSHIP

“We are for pe roprietor-
ship,”” he explained, adding that
the povernment of the day had
ample powers to put reasonable
limits on property and there was
no need to abrogate Fundamen-
Rights. ;
Mr Masani said his party was

going (o the v_a____w an seven.
The first #n
of

point programme.
the list was defence
Caonstitution and Fund.
rights and liberties,

The point  was
lenance of and

the

ental

main-
order and

secand
law

evier

direction
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th

ns of violence from what-
v ay came™,

Manifesto

said the maniles
On the economie  [front, u.m__..
ifesto  stressed the e _.uu‘.o
t situation. “The startin
point, as Mahatma CGandhi usec
to stress, must be ...5—“__34_5_.:.:.
The manifesto: estimated  that
100 million  to 150
Unermp) d or  semf-

yed people in the countiv

Calling for priority_for this item
in the national _uz_ﬁn._..._. the manis
festo lpeed  the  Swatantra
an annual oot=

lay of Rs 230 crores to start

with, to tackle the problem.

It | for starting  poblie
works such as houvsing.  roads
scale industries,  drinkiog |
wells, afforestation  and |

classe
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