But the whole process loses
meaning and purpose if its aim
be not to offer policy alternatives
und that necessarily implies, as a
corollary, that the party offeripg
the choice means to m a govern.
ment and carry out the policies.

It is from this aspect that one
must consider the manifesto of the
Ruling Congress as well as the
deliberations of the co-ordination
committeg of the four-party alli-
ance. “As a result of certain re-
cent fudicial prooouncements, it
hns become ij:pimible to effec-
tively implement some of the
directive principles of our Consti-
tt]tti::.“ the Cong-1 manifesto pro-
claims,

ABSOLUTELY WRONG

It is am utterly wrong  state-
ment, Which specific directive did
the Ruling Congress try to imple-
ment and Fail?

Abalition of privy purses is not
a directive principle of our Con-
stitation. On the contrary, the
directive as laid down in  Article
362 is that “due regard shall be
had to the guarantee or assurance
given under any such covenant or
agreement’” with the princes.

The law nationalising the four-
teen leading was  struck
down by the Supreme Coyrt but
was passed again in 2 modified
form and carried out. E

Is it the Court’s interpretati
of the Fundamental Riu’fll-r 1o '[:n‘r‘:rj|3
perty which Cong-1 wishes to set
at naught? Or, is it Golak Nath's
case? :

VACUE MANIFESTO

Whatever its policy it must be
spelt out right now in the mani-
festo and the people’s endorse.
ment sought. The blanket plank
in the manifesto will give ng
mandate. But this is characteristic
of the style of Mrs Gandhi’s pgli-
|| Hics.
| All that she is prepared to s
is that “jt will be our mdeamﬁ{
to seek such fucther constitutional
remedies and amendments ps are
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‘Thats theway itis...se.n
What Is The Election For

tions are meant to offer the people a choice
E lo:ot ::]y in personalities but in policies. That is
what elections are for. Of course, one must make
allowances for the usual electioneering gimmicks.

necessary to overcome the impedi-
ments in the path of social jus-
jce''.

To repeat, this vaporous de-
laration is no call for a mandate.
oon after the Supreme Court's
ecision Mrs Gandhi dissolv
the Lok Sabha and went to the
country. But the manifesto on so
crucial an issue is all vagueness.

It must be said that on a few
other issues it does offer a clear
statement of policy. But ope
wonders why a party which is in
power did not say these very
things earlier.

Bickering
Alliance

o come to the deliberations
T of the four-party co-ordina-

tion committee, they ended
on January 25 with agreement on
300 of the 520 Lok Subha seals.
The choices for the rest will be
finolised at the State level.

It is, however, clear that the
attitude of some of the parties in
the committee’s proceedings was
to use the allinnce to extract the
maximum benefit for themselves
rather than promote the interests
of the alliance.

Minoo Masani
The committee could not agree

on a- joint electoral declaratjon.
Judging by their petty bickerings,
how can one expect these parties
to run @ government if they col-
lectively win a majority of seats?

NO ASPIRATION

It is an odd situation. None of
the four by i'self aspires to a ma-
jority. at aspiration supposed-
ly is by the alliance. And yet the
alliance is.a shere electoral ad-
justment designed to avoid con-
flict rather than to achieve and to
prom ¢finmon  purposes.

The attitudes® of Cong-0 and
the Jam S in regard to
Rajkot tel} th¥ir own tale. They
betray a eynighl indifference to the
obligations  of an alliance worth
the name.

All the more so when it is ge-
membered  that the Swatantra

T T ———r

Party's candidate, Mr |
Masani, is its chaimnan, an
and ardent advocate of the
ance, and, finally that he held th
scat for nemrly eight years, ¥
ning two elections.

SUPPORT WITHHELD ;
With the support of Cong-O
and the Jan Sangh Masani’s sue-
cess would be a foregone conelu-
sion. But that support dis Dbeing
withheld. .
It is the same picture of dis-
array one finds as one turns to the
“alliance systems” of the Ruling
Congress. il
Disagreements with the Bangla
Congress and the DMK have
gressed to the stage of de_ad.lg&

The CPI sulks because ther
no pact at the national lews .
The PSP has been ogl- ;
ously iilted. X
What  partners  does
mean to select? None app
It means to go it alone.

ambitious venture.

FINAL OUTCOME?

What does it all mean for the 3 !
country? A Cong-I povemnment? A 4

Cong-1 dominated Coalition® A
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Coalition of Cong-0, § Wl
and Jan Sangh? R PR )
 Whatever the ultimate cor
little has been vouchsafed to
voter on the whole, He
voling for images,

And anly  the futw “an Uﬂ;—
how far these i Te. AR SOt
5 00 rm]i:;e images eorrupqu




