aL the Press Club fincheon,
wak in his usual form touching

sublscts ranging from Mrs
‘Gandhl's quest for a blank che-
"que to mils to allempls to whitte
down the Pundamental Righis and
{ ourtall the powera of the Supremé
\mrt. “Even {f she geta 58
‘cent majority, she will bave no
right o cliange the Pundamental

| ch the, Constitution  had
m‘t:ﬁﬂ not he truncated™ sald
Mr Masanl.

% Mr Masun! sad Kagl Marx had
held int the explolters had ex-
‘propriated lhe masses to Lbe point
}nl' making them slaves. Ha quipped

thae Marx was right about the pre-
mises but wrompg I his ponelusion
“He shionld have sald: Therefore let
‘us all have properiy-owning demo-
eracy,” Mr Masanl gald,

Planning criticised

Referring lo the argumsnts heard
aboul bl and small properly, Mr
Musanl sald 1t was all desiomed to
drow wool over the eyes aof the
publie, He and his party winted the
people to have property rights and
& certain copirol over thelr en vi-
ronments, The right to property was
samething which  dstingulshed o
froée man from o slave. If one talked
Of oiirtailing big property loday he
would go to other things  later,
It might lead to the Government
cmlummmntnq {fa fingers  In
peaples’ K nocounts Insurance
poiteles and provident funds. Where
did one draw the lne,

Alr Masan! criticlsed the Plan-
ning Commission and the  kind
cof planning: which the country had
experieniced In the last two  de-
cades and eald e resuh was
planned chaos, There was short-
mge of coal and small coins. Tndian
Alrlizes, which wss » monopaly,

from gross  indiscipline.

“This s CGovernment of drilt and
fncompetence,” sald Mr Masani.

Mr Masani termed Mrs Gandhi's
description of parties Ilke  the
Swalinira A= represtnung the
statps quo a8 & “blg le” He que-
ried whether there was o single
item of the Government's accept-
ed polici=y of the lasi two dechdes
which she wanted to change. The
Ooverament  coptinued 0 be n
Quots  Licence-permit raj wedded
toe excessite  bursaueratie. control
snd red taps. The Governmen: sitll
swore by the public’ sector « which
continued to loss money.

In 1969-70. Lhe publie sector tust

et Tl 0y
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Ry 40 crores, The Covemiment still

had a monopoly over All Indis
Radlo. Mr Masan! had not heard
of Mrs Gandhl wanting to accept

ihe recommendations of the Chanda
Commities report  which  would
free the broadeasting system from
the shacklss of bureaucrats.

On the other band. the Swatan-
tra steod for radical changes. Mr
Masan! said his party wanted asgri-
cullure a3 be given the pride aof
plate, progressive decontrol to be
brought about. abolition of zonal
and other barrlers to {ree move-
ment ol foodgrains effected. Above

its place. A
Anrldst laughter Mr Masani hel
up a brochure which the Swatantra |
had published, indicating it eco-
nomic atand. Now Willy Brande of
West Germafly was for  pursuing |
the tvpe of ecanemic policles which
would Iniroduce enlighiened soclal- !
Ism nnd not for  the  Eosygin=-
Breghoey  type of rigld.  Statism
whers everviliig and everyone wi-
thered.  Whlle AMrs Gandht atood |
for the Kar! Marx method, Mr Ma-
sanl slo-d for the path ocaled

by Mahuatma Gandhi,

A guestioner asked for Mr Ma-
sani's reaction to the lsw and order
situntion in the country. Mr Masani
acldly sald: “Deplorable”. It was
an absolute seandal fhat Turders
in West Bengal ruled by the Pre-|
sident should be a .dime a doze
AMr Masan| squarely lafd the blame
for this at the deor of the Prime
Mintster, It was the blggest blundesr
to have “a Communist like Mr 5.8.|
Dhawan as Covernor™ %o cbhntain
trouble cdused by the Communisis

UP situation '
Askedt whar he thought of the|
UP altpation, Mr Masanl said his)
personal view was that Mr T, N.|
Singli should have resigned  alter |
his defeat. He told a  questiooer
that it wis mot trog that the Unj-|
ted Front was quarrelling over joint |
canvassing for the fromt candidated
In Rajkot, he =us getting the ig- |
tive co-operation. of the Qld Con- |
gress  warkers.
About skviscking,
aald he had condemned  unegni-
vocally. He deplored the Pa-
kistan Government’s attitude and
the granting of psylum to the sky-
Jackers, The “present policles and
acis™ of the Unlin  Goveroment]
were  cotfeot xad he  would  back
them, Mr  Masang said But he!
thousht the Government found ii-
s8If fnva mpss now  because the
Prime Minister hind adopted o dou-|
ble standard: about skyfacking,
When she was © asked about :‘nri
anyihing abot: the net of skyiaek- |
ed what use would it be t3 smay |
anything about the agt of Ekviack- ’
img when nothing could be done
about . Now the Pakistan Gov-
ernment said much the same thing,

Mr  Mosan) }




