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Swatantra Favours

d hd“‘ mdlirm?i the
sani  &a! ere i
lhb‘:hne Minister’s “gamble” in eall-
ing a snap election would fail and
that she d “emérge substan-
tially weaker” out of the mid-
term elections

Addressing a Juncheon meeting
at the Press Club. Mr Masan! re.
tuted the charge that his  party
stond for the status quo In fact
wwe stand for radical change”, he

added

While he admitied a certaln
amount of dypamism in  Mrs
Gandhi's leadership—which be un-
dnubtedly admired—this was gear-
ed to remaining In power. Dascribe
ing ths Government As “incompe.
tent” Mr Masani pointed out in.
stances to show how on no major
poliey [ssue Mrs Gandhi hss ad-
vocaled any change

Spenking about the Constitution
and the fundamental rights. Mr
Masani referred to the mandate
the Prime Minister has sought
from the peonle without spelling
out the changes she wanted to
bring oul in fhe baxic law  This
wag a funny way of seeking =

Swatanira

mandate and “typical of what she
nt the democratic

thinks
oroach™

no.

committee of the four parties
had not selected any candidate for
this eonstituency which was 8
free field for all. Therefore the
Jana Sangh could really have no
grievanee After al] that t‘lnﬂ.‘y had
also setup candidates against Swa-
tantra nominees In two econstitu-
|| encles in Gujarat, he added.

Mr Masani also regretted the
fact that  in spite of elecloral
fronts formed by different parties,
no polarization had taken place.
In fact there was a proliferation
of candidates and this made the
elrction m gamble, he sald

Predicting that “Mrs Gandhi
and  her party would emerge
weaker”, Mr Masanj said: ““We
may relax because the threat to
E’Etbhs‘d‘l-'utiun has passed”. adds

Mr Mazani agreed with a
questioner that people were sup-
reme, hut contended that Parlia-
mint was not sovereign. Consti-
tutional amendments must be

people, he said

Besides the Constitution. Mr
Masani regards the “change of
Government” ag an issue in the
elections For he regards the pre-
sent Government as ane of “drift
and incompetence”

He listed coal shortages,  dis
ruption of air services and “short-
age of small coins" ns proofs of
this charge

The Swatantia leader quoted a
Guiarat provab “a  squint-eved
uncle s better than no unele” to
justify the four.party ailiance
which has not been able in agree
on an¥ ¢ommon minimum ora-
gromme

Mr Masanl noted that
manifestos of hs  party,
Organiration Congress
Jana Sangh showed
contradictions

the
the
and the
“no major
on major issues”

. s
The Samyukia Socinlist Party was
the only

s
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the
in
the lopg-b rspective and not
filj:l the\context of the present elec.
ons

It was, however, true that
merger discussions had been held
from time to time among “like-
minded parties” He recalled how
his own party bad probed merger
with the Jana Sangh and the BKD
in the past

He parried »
his
Geo

uestion whethhﬁx
party would support T
r&: Fernandeg (SSP) in Bom. |
bay South by saving: “We are
not supporting any candidate
against ™

Mr Masani made these further
polnts: The Swalantra was oppos-
ed to the permit-licence raj. ex-
cessive bureaucratic controls. dis-
proportionate investment in the
publie sector, deficit financing en-
couraging heavy industry to the
detriment of consumer Roods and
agriculture

.Kashmir: The Amerlcan-Soviet
trusteeship idea is Rajail's per-
sonal view The Swatantra Party
held that Kashmir is part of India.

Hijaeck: 1 stand behind the
Government's présent stand
amnst hijacking, but deplore the
rime Minister’s failure to con-

n Jordanian hijacking a few
anths ago,

The Swatantra leader dubbed
e support of his wife and son
Congress (R) as “misguided”
ut told members of the Press
lutgp that he had “no hard feel
s
He sald 20 years ago he held
cialist views which “I now know
be incorrect™
Mr Masani recalled what he
as told by an elder friend at the
ime: *“1f you are not a goclalist
t 2). vou have no heart and it
ou are still m socfalist at 41, you
ave no brain®
| He sa'd he ~eased o be a soc

lal-
I=t by the time he waz 41 A

made through a referendum of thl




