N DELHL Feb. 13.
The Syatghira Party President,
Mr M. asani, has expressed
e e L o e P
four- Ton
{?: il roflw issue a joint de-
claration setling out a ommon

programme on the eve of (he elec-
tions.

ing u Press Club luncheon
mﬁﬁnr:'qin New Delhi Mr. Masani
sald the Swatanira Parwy in fact
wanled a common programme
fore the Froni formed though
it could not be dgreed upon. Still,
his parfy had decided to ﬂ!aln the
Front because it thought “asquint-
ag-ednum:le Is better than po uncle
at all”

Mr. Masanl did not agree toat
there was any contradiction bet-
ween the manifestos of the Front
partners. While hi< party had
udopled the Congress (0) resolu-
tlon of June last year as its mani-
festo, the Jan Sanzh  manifesio
alsg was no different from this.

CLASH BETWEEN
FRONT PARTNERS

In reply 10 & question, Mr. Ma-
sani admitied that ip some consti-
tuencies the Front partners were
clushing with each other. This
could not be avoided. For instance
North Eas: Bombay Constituency
Was left us a free constituency by
the Front. Though the Jan Sangh
had set up ils own candidate there,
Swatantra  Party
support Gen, Carlappa.

‘ALL THE MORE
FRIGHTENING®

Alr, Masanl said the threat to
the Constitution lay in the Prinie
Minister’s desire to make the Lok
Sabha poll serve as a mandate jor
amending the Constitution through
Parliamentary action. The (hrest
was all the more frightening 1o
him becanse Mrs. Gandhi had not
epelled out the changes she wanled
to make in the bagic law.

He agreed with 5  quesiloner
that the people were supreme but
contended that Parliament was pot
soverelgn, Constitutional amend.
menls must be made througzh a
referendum of the peonle. he sald,

Besides the Constitulion, Mr,
Masani regards the ‘“chanse of
government” ac an issue in  Lthe

~*lgns,

:':Ir. Masani said Mr, Moraril De-
fai’s talk of merger of the Cong

s¢ (0) and the Jan Sanzh should
be viewed in the lomg-term pers-
pective and rot in the context of
ths preseni elections,

It was, h!“l'l!\‘e‘l‘. true that mer.
ger dizseussions had  been  held

Declaration Stil
sible, Says Masani

eould noy but p

™~
i

from time to time &mon! “like-
minded parties”. He ed how
his own party had probed merger
with the Jan Sangh and the BK.D.
in the past.

Mr. Masani described as a ‘le,’
e ‘propansanda’ of Mrs. Gandhi
that the Swatantra Party stood for
status gun. The Swatentra Party
had stated in clear “terms ihe
“radical changes” it wanted to
make, Mr Massani added.

In the name of socinlism, Mr.

Masani alleged, the couniry wes

being led to total slaverv ~ which
exlsts in China and the Soviet
Unlon,

Abont the recent  hijacking of

the LA. plane, Mr. Masani sald. he
fully cunnorted the stand taken
he the Union Government on this,
issue.

MASANT'S WIFE'S SUPPORT

TO CONG-E |

Mr. Masanl dubbed the support
of his wife and son to the Rulin
Congress as "misguided™ but add
ed thel he had “po hard fealinas™

He said 20 vears ago he held
socialist  views which he now
knows “to be incorrvect®

Mr. Masani recalled what he
was told by a friend at that time:

“1f you are not u socialist al 21,”

vou have no heart and if you aie

still a soclalist at 41. you have no

rain.”

Mr. Masanl said he ceased to be

2 soclalist by the time he was 41.
The Congress R candidate who

iz being supported by Mr. Masani's

wife and son, Is Mre. Subadra
Joshi contesting the Chandni
Chawlk sedt In Delhi.

NO HARM ™

COALITION GOVTS.

‘The Jun Sangh leader, Mr. Bal-
raj Madhok. sald in Bombay on
Friday ihat the days of one-parly
rule were over. It was nol going
to return LIl two major parties
emerged  after  polarisation, he
fald, Poll adjustment in the pre-
sent election might prove to bhe
an initial step ‘n that direction.
Mr_ Madhok told pressmen.

He said it was wrong to think
that coalitlen Governments would
affect stability Most democratie
couniries of the world have had
coalition Governmenits at one
lime or the other It was only in
one-party toalitarian  States like
USSR und communist China that
one found stabllity of the type
1\Irs. Fandhi was talking about.
je said
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